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It is time to take your temperature.  No, we will not be trying to 
find out if you have a fever.  Just trying to gauge where you are at.  
Some days the world seems like just another day and then there 
are times when the world completely changes in what seems like 
the blink of an eye.  So, it is a good time to take your temperature. 
  
Here is a list of questions to gauge yourself.  After the last few 
weeks do you feel closer to your family and those whom you love, 

or do you feel more distant from them?  Do you feel closer to your church, the 
country and the world through a shared experience or do you feel more distant and 
isolated from them?  Is anxiety moving you to action to make changes in your hab-
its and choices in your life?  Or is anxiety paralyzing?   Have you found a way to do 
enjoyable things with your time or does nothing seem worthwhile?  Are you able to 
only think about the needs of yourself and your family or are you able to think 
about the needs of others also? 
 
Of course, these questions show opposite ends and most people are somewhere in 
the middle, but I think during these times we almost need to take our temperature 
every day.  And if it is going in the wrong direction, take a time-out and reset our-
selves.   
 
As an example, here is my temperature.  I do feel closer to my immediate family 
and my extended family, we have enjoyed many more conversations and discus-
sions.  I do feel closer to my church family even though I don’t see you as often.  
There have been a lot more conversations.   I do have a greater appreciation of the 
global world through a shared human experience that is going into every part and 
corner of the world.  Anxiety, well that depends on the day and the minute.  Some-
times fine, sometimes not so good.  So, I need to find ways to reset.   I am very 
much looking forward to playing cards.  I have not done that in such a long time.  
We have five people at home and the time so we can easily get a game going.  
There are family needs to pay attention to and there are church and community 
needs to pay attention to.  We work hard within our family units so that we may 
have enough energy and effort to help those around us.  
 
Romans 15:13   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    
 
Sometimes temperature taking is a result of real events.  Sometimes the temperature 
is because of how one views it.  When you have energy, help others, when you lack 
energy soak in the help of others and rely on what God can give you to get you to 

the next moment. 
 
Peace to all of you during these times. 

Pastor Black 

Readings for April 
 
 

4/5/2020 
Triumphal Entry 

• Psalm 118:25-29 
• Mark 11:1-11; 14:3-9 
 

4/9/2020 

Maundy Thursday 
• Psalm 116:12-19 
• Mark 14:22-42 
 

4/10/2020 

Good Friday 
• Psalm 22:1-2, 14-21) 
• Mark 15:16-39 
 

4/12/2020 

Easter 
• Psalm 118:21-27 
• Mark 16:1-8 
 

4/19/2020 
• Acts 1:1-14 
• Mark 6:7-13 
 

4/26/2020 
• Acts 3:1-10 
• Mark 6:53-56 
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ACTIVITY PAGE 

Verse to Remember 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.  —Isaiah 55:8 
 
BOGGLE 
DIRECTIONS: Write as many words as you can using the following rules. 1: The letters in the words 
must be connected in the grid. 2: The letters can be connected by an edge or a corner. 3: The words 
don’t have to appear in straight lines. They can be tangled around. 4: Each letter in the word must 
uniquely appear in the grid. For example, if the word is ERASE, the letter E must appear twice in the 
grid. The word can’t just loop back and reuse the same E. 5: Words must be at least three letters 
long. 6: Words cannot be proper nouns, such as names or places. Write your words in the space pro-
vided. Write as many words as you can and then give yourself a score. See if you can beat a score of 
75! 

 
 
 
 

Pending the lifting of “Shelter in Place” 

 
We pray O Lord, we soon may gather in 
love. 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 9  
Worship at 7PM 
 
Good Friday, April 10 
Kids’ Event at 10AM 
Worship at 1 & 7PM 
 
Easter Sunday, April 12 
Worship 7 & 10AM  
Breakfast 8:00AM 
Easter Egg Hunt 8:45AM 

 

WALKING CLUB resumes on Wednes-
day, April 15th at 6PM out at Foli Park. 
As long as the weather permits it will 
continue each Wednesday through Octo-
ber. The path which is an easy paved 
route is about a half mile around the 
pond. Great scenery, great company. You 
can walk together or on 
your own. Easy to set 
your own pace or work 
to stay with those who 
walk faster. No judge-
ment. Just a chance to 
get outside and enjoy 
God’s beauty. 

S M S E 

M U G M 

R E N A 

F U F L 

ZOOM ZOOM ZOOM! 
 

While we are not meeting together in the physical 
building, remember WE are the Church. If we do 
not have your current phone number or email addre-
PLEASE share it with us. We have people in place 
to call you each week to make sure you are well or 
to see if you have any current needs. Also Pastor has 
times set aside for all of us to video chat. It is a fair-
ly simple process to download Zoom to your com-
puter or phone. Check your email for the code to get 
into the meetings. We will meet Wednesday evening 
March 25th, Friday the 27th at 10AM and Sunday 
the 29th at 10:30AM. If you did not receive the 
email you can text Pastor for the details or to ask 
how to download. WE NEED TO STAY CON-
NECTED IN THESE TRYING DAYS. 
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OUR GREIVING HEARTS: For those of you 
who may remember Don & Pat Johnson and 
their sons Bob Hayes, Kevin Hayes and Darryl 
Johnson. Don passed from death to eternal life 
February 28th. Don was 90.  

Do you know someone who would be 
comforted by a PRAYER SHAWL or 
LAP ROBE? Please take one from the 
quilt rack at the back of the sanctuary.  
These beautiful items are made by mem-
bers of First Lutheran 
Church for you to give 
to a sick, grieving or 
struggling friend. 

Thanks to Thee, God, who brought’st me 
from yesterday to the beginning of today, 

everlasting joy to earn for my soul with 
good  intent. And  for every gift of peace 
Thou bestowest on me, my thoughts, my 
words, my deeds, my desires I dedicate to 
Thee.  I supplicate Thee, I beseech Thee, 
to keep me from offence, and to shield 
me tonight, for the sake of Thy wounds 

with Thine offering of grace.  

LIFE LINE SCREENING 
 
On Monday May 4th the Church Fellowship 
Hall will be utilized by a group called Life 
Line Screening. You are under no obligation 
to register for this. There is a fee. Some of you 
may be familiar with this. They are simply 
using our facilities, but we are sharing their 
information if you do wish to register. You 
should see their advertisement in the local pa-
per maybe. 

 
Life Line Screening will be here offering safe, 
painless, non-invasive preventive health screen-
ings that are typically not a part of a routine 
physical.  To be more proactive about your 
health please consider registering for these 
tests.  (Please refer to the flyer posted on the 
bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs, lead-
ing into the Fellowship hall)  
 
Three ways to register: 
 
1. Call toll-free: 866-229-0469 
2. Text: the word circle to 797979  
3. Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/

communitycircle 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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As I was thinking about what to write about in the Anchor article for April, I 
decided to do something relating to Lent.  I found a FAQ area on the ELCA 
website that addressed many different questions including why we use ashes 
on Ash Wednesday, and why we don’t use the word Alleluia during Lent.  
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/ 
 
FAQ? 
Why and how do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday?   
Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before Easter and the 
first day of Lent. The day is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a prac-
tice that many Lutheran congregations have found to be a very meaningful part 
of the Ash Wednesday liturgy.   
  
Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in 

the Bible (Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians adopted the 
use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence.  
  
Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence: Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of 
sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).  Ashes suggest 
cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of soap. Even on Ash Wednesday, 
this most penitential day, we receive ashes in the form of the cross, the same symbol placed on our 
bodies with water in our baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death, we anticipate the new life of East-
er.  Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried.  "We commit this 
body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust” 
 
Why don't we use alleluias during Lent?   
Based on the Hebrew word, halleluyah, meaning “Praise the Lord,” alleluia has been a word of great 
praise to God in the life of the church and was prominent in early Christian liturgies. Because of the 
penitential character of the season of Lent in the Western church, singing or saying the word 
"alleluia" has historically been suspended during the season of Lent. This period of individual and 
congregational reflection on the quality of our baptismal faith and life suggests that the joyful nature 
of alleluia is more appropriately reserved for our Easter celebrations when it is given full and jubilant 
voice.  
 
The omission of alleluia during Lent goes back at least to the fifth century in the western church. The 
custom of actually bidding it farewell, however, developed in the Middle Ages. The hymn "Alleluia, 
song of gladness" (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #318) contains a translation of an 11th century Lat-
in text that compares an alleluia-less Lent to the exile of the Israelites in Babylon. The text then antic-
ipates the joy of Easter when glad alleluias will return in all their heavenly splendor.  
  
Some congregations have embraced the practice of physically "burying" the alleluia. A banner or oth-
er visual presentation of the alleluia is crafted and then “buried”.  Alleluia is appropriately bid fare-
well on the Sunday preceding Ash Wednesday (the Transfiguration of Our Lord). This is the last Sun-
day when alleluia will be used until the Vigil of Easter, or Easter Sunday for those congregations not 
holding a Vigil. 
 

If the alleluia was buried as part of worship on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, the resurrected 

alleluia may appropriately be carried in a festive procession during the hymn of praise or as part of 

the gospel procession on Easter Sunday. Accompany this by joyful singing of hymns/songs replete 

with Alleluias. 

Ruth Ann’s  

Ramblings  

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 
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1 Sherry Anderson,  
    Ryan Smith &  
    Porter Thrall 
3 Doris Fowler 
4 Diane Kupp &  
   Valerie Lincoln 
6 Tammy Dettman 
7 Lucas Maaske 
9 Matt Papaeliou 

 10 Shirley Krause 
 20 Luke Englehart 
 22 Dale Torkelson 
 23 Jerri Lynn Baker 
 24 Mary Kay Pilmer 
 25 Lydia Boring 
 27 Billy Colbert 
 29 Cailee Colbert 

 
 
 
                
 
 
14  James & Laura Agajanian 
15   Robert & Dorsi Hubbartt 
26  Corey & Jennifer Johnson 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
Paul & Cindy Alsup, Sherry An-
derson, Lori Black, Alice Craw-
ford, Sue Hyte, Sherry Ill, Linda 
Landis, Marty Lincoln, Karla 
Reinbolt and Wilma Simms. 

CONCERNING OUR HEALTH We know there 
is some anxiety concerning the flu and most 
especially the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19). As we “Shelter in Place”. We 
want to remind you if you feel ill, please 
stay home.  
 

Once we are able to gather together again, do not hesi-
tate to refrain from shaking hands during the Sharing 
of the Peace if you are uncomfortable, if you are ill 
remain home. It will take some time to flatten the 
curve. Remember our service is broadcasted over 
WSPY 107.1FM Sunday mornings at 10AM. We want 
to also remind you there are hand sanitizing stations 
located in key areas of the Church. There is one on 
either side of the doors that lead into the Fellowship 
hall and there is one to the right of the Kitchen door as 
your back is to the sanctuary. We are continuously 
monitoring the situation and hope to be together soon. 

OFFERING REPORT 
 
  March 11-15 2020 Year to Date 

Total Offerings 
Wed. service: $455.00 
Sat/Sun & online $2,951.37   

-8.5% to ELCA $          289.55   

General Fund Income $       3,116.82  $       38,387.46 

Need per week   $       42,205.79 

Over or (Short)      $     (3,818.33) 

  
  

    

Checking Account (includes General and Benevolence) 

Income  $      46,953.57   

Expenses  $     41,622.86   

      

General Fund Income Income through 3/15/20 Income through 3/17/19 

(11 week)          $    38,387.46        $    36,372.70 
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2020 VBS Plans 
The VBS Committee is looking for comments on 
how Vacation Bible School was held last year—
evenings from 5:30-8 PM with free dinner for all 
students.  We did have much better participation than 
recent day time hours, but we are looking for input 
from our church family. 
There was also a suggestion for a “kick-off” dinner 
for families on the Sunday evening before the week-
ly VBS.  We thought it would be fun to get together 
for a fun meal with our Methodist and Baptist 
friends.  Please email any comments to Kathy Benoit 
at benoits4@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you! 
 

Holy Week at First Lutheran Holy 

Week events at First Lutheran will be announced 
keeping in mind the health and safety of our students 
and their families.  Currently, the Good Friday Kids’ 
Time has been cancelled.  If we are allowed to gather 
and have enough notice, we will try to put together a 
program.  Stay posted. 

 
Summer Meals Program 
If you are interested in serving meals during the Pla-
no community summer meals program, please con-
tact Kathy Benoit.  There will be a two-hour training 
in May and people who are willing to help are en-
couraged to attend the training.  Serving days are 
approx. 2 hours/one day a week for 6 weeks. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
Let us hope and pray that we will be able to gather 
for the following events, but please realize every-
thing is subject to change: 
April 12 - Easter Sunday - Children decorate Easter cross 

after Sunrise Service and are invited to Easter Egg 
Hunt at approximately 8:45 a.m.  There is no Sunday 
School this day. 

May 3 - Confirmation Day 
May 10 – Mother’s Day 
May 17 - Sunday School Awards Program (Secret Pals 

Revealed) 
 

 

So Many Unknowns 
Since there are so many unknowns when/if Sunday 
School will be able to resume this school year, we will 
hold on accepting donations of candy for the Easter 
Sunday egg hunt.  If it is determined safe to return, we 
will push out a notification online and in the weekly 
bulletins.   

 

Adult Secret Pals Can Mail Notes 
to Students 
While everyone is being encouraged to “stay at home,” 
adult secret pals are encouraged to send cards, notes or 
messages for their little secret pals via first class mail.  
Please remember to remain anonymous and do not put 
your return address on the envelope.  Just use the 
church address of 200 N. Center Street, Plano, IL 
60545.  If you have misplaced your secret pal’s ad-
dress, please check the church directory or contact 
Kathy Benoit for their address.  
 

What to do with Your Kids During the 
Quarantine? 
• Children can write letters, or make cards and pictures, 

for elderly church members or those unable to receive 
visitors.  Check your directory or contact Kathy Benoit 
for suggestions. 

• Pray with your children.  They may be frightened by all 
of the uncertainty and disruption.  Psalm 46 talks about 
terrifying events, but Verse 1 reminds us that “God is a 
very present help.”  So, pray with your kids about all 
that is going on. Pray about their fears. Pray about their 
disappointment. Pray for the leaders in your community 
and our national leaders. Pray for those who are sick. 
And most importantly, pray that God would be trusted 
as our very present help in these troubling days. 

• Sing Sunday School songs together.  Check the Face-
book page for links that Kathy and Joanne will post for 
families.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday School Snippets    

mailto:benoits4@sbcglobal.net


Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 
200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

 
Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Office: 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Mon-Thur. 7:00 AM—1:00 PM 
 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes@gmail.com 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Communion offered at both services 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial 
broadcast  of the weekend Worship service  
airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 


