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Readings for 
August 2016 

 

8/7/2016 
 Genesis 15:1-6 
 Psalm 33:12-22 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40 
 

8/14/2016  
 Jeremiah 23:23-29 
 Psalm 82 
 Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
 Luke 12:49-56 
 

8/21/2016 
 Isaiah 58:9b-14 
 Psalm 103:1-8 
 Hebrews 12:18-29 
 Luke 13:10-17 
 

8/28/2016 
 Proverbs 25:6-7 
 Psalm 112 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-

16 
 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

 

First, We Give Of Ourselves 
Giving in Generosity 

This fall we enter the final leg of our three year journey we 
are calling First, We Give of  Ourselves.  The basis of our 
theme is the Bible passage from 2 Corinthians 8:5 where 
the Apostle Paul describes the generosity of the  
Macedonian Christians as “giving of themselves”.  Along 

this journey, we have been exploring what it means to “give of our 
selves”, to live as disciples, and grow in our giving.   
 

    We began our first leg with an emphasis on “Giving in Grace”. Year 
two was one filled with the meaning of gratitude as we centered our 
attention of “Giving in Gratitude”.  Now, as we enter year three of this 
emphasis on discipleship and stewardship, we turn our attention to 
“Giving in Generosity”.  We will explore the concept of generosity, 
both God’s and ours.  What does God’s generosity look like?  How do 
we live each day in God’s generosity?  How does God’s generosity 
provide a model for our own?  These are just a few of the questions 
we will explore together. 
 

    We are excited to continue into the third year of this program  
targeted at growing disciples. Keep your eyes and ears open for  
opportunities to join in the pursuit of learning just what it means “first 
we give of ourselves” and also what it means to be “generous” as a 
follower of Christ . 

                                                                     Pastor Paul & Pastor Ernie  
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Storing Up Treasures in Heaven 
Several years ago when John D. Rockefeller Sr. died, there 
was the reading of the will for his family, which, of course, 
caused a lot of attention because he was so wealthy and 
well known. As his personal attorney left the family, a  
reporter came up and asked, “Could you tell us, sir, what 
he left behind?” The attorney looked at him sadly, shook 

his head, and said, “He left it all; he left it all.” This story is a reminder to us 
that things of this world are only temporary. Jesus tells us, “Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . 
.” (Matthew 6:19-20). God gives us the grace and the strength not to become 
too attached to worldly things, so we, will instead, store up treasures in  
heaven. 
Prayer: Lord, we know that by nature we are selfish and greedy people. Help 
us overcome our selfishness and become the generous people you want us to 
be. In Christ’s name. Amen. 
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We are thrilled to WELCOME our new members 
who were received via Affirmation of Faith on  
Sunday, July 10, 2016. Pictured are Dr Erik and 
Rebecca Englehart  of Sandwich (with children 
Ryan, Luke, Benjamin, John & Scott), Brian & 
Melissa Corrado of Plano (with children Taylor & 
Evan), and  Mike & Eleanor Campbell of 
Yorkville. 
 

Cailee Marie Colbert was baptized on  
Sunday, July 17, 2016 at First Lutheran 
Church of Plano.  Cailee was born on April 
29, 2016 and her parents are William and 
Jane Colbert of Plano.  Baptismal sponsors 
were Jeffrey Burdette and Deanna Bazan.  
Several family members and friends joined 
in the celebration, including big brothers 
Caleb & Greyson.  Pastor Paul Carlson  
officiated.  Welcome Cailee  to the First 
Lutheran Church family. 

Our New First Lutheran Church Members! 
We welcomed these new members into our church family through the sacrament of baptism. 

 

Abigail Lauren Superczynski was baptized on  
Sunday, May 22, 2016 at First Lutheran Church 
of Plano.  Abigail was born on August 16, 2015 
and her parents are Steven & Jennifer  
Superczynski of Plano. Baptismal sponsors 
were James & Dana Superczynski.  Several 
family members and friends joined in the  
celebration, including big brothers Nicholas and  
Gregory and big sister Rachel. Rev. Ernie Rex 
officiated.  Welcome Abigail to the First  
Lutheran church family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinslei Jessa Jones was baptized on Sunday,  

July 10, 2016 at First Lutheran Church of Plano.  

Kinslei was born on September 9, 2015 and her  

parents are Forest Jones & Kayla Hale of Newark. 

Baptismal sponsors were grandparents Wayne & 

Cozette Jones & her uncle Brandon Jones.  Several 

family members and friends joined the celebration 

including big brother Colt. Rev Ernie Rex  

officiated. Welcome Kinslei to the First Lutheran 

Church family. 
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Recipe Corner 

Grilled Vegetable Salad 
 

Ingredients: 
   1 to 2 carrots, peeled and  
      thickly sliced 
   1 red pepper, cubes 
   1 yellow pepper, cubed 
   2 zucchini, thickly sliced 
   2 yellow squash, thickly sliced 
   1 onion, thickly sliced 
   ⅓ c. balsamic vinegar 
   2 Tbsp. olive oil 
   2 shallots, finely chopped 

   1 tsp. Italian seasoning 
   ¼ tsp. salt 
   ¼ tsp. pepper 
   1½ tsp. Molasses 
      
    

Instructions: 
Combine vegetables in a large 
bowl; set aside. 
Whisk together remaining  
ingredients and pour over  
vegetables; toss to coat. 
Let stand 30 minutes, stirring 
occasionally. 
Drain, reserving vinegar  
mixture. 

Thank you to the First Lutheran  
community for the opportunity to  
acquire the ‘old’ sofa from Pastor’s office. 
My friends are so comfortable now when 
they visit! J  Also, a big “Thank You” to 
Virgil Hyte for delivering it to me; I am 
truly appreciative! 

            Joyce Schmitt 

Arrange vegetables in a grill 
basket that  has been sprayed 
with non-stick vegetable spray. 
Grill, covered, over medium to 
hot coals, 15 to 20  minutes, 
turning occasionally. 
Return vegetables to reserved 
vinegar mixture, tossing gently.  
Serve warm, or cover and  
refrigerate overnight. 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Laura 
and James Agajanian on 
the birth of their new baby 
boy, Reed James. Reed 
made his appearance on 
Saturday, May 14th, weighing 5 lbs 3 oz & 
17½ ” long. He was welcomed by big sisters 

Greetings to my friends at First Lutheran 
Church in Plano!  
   I am writing to express my heartfelt  
gratitude for the generous scholarship 
money you have given me for my seminary 
education. I graduated from Luther  
Seminary last Sunday (May 22) and will 
finish my pastoral internship in August. 
Without your generous support, this 
would have created financial hardship for 
my family. Thank you for investing in the 
future of the church.   
     Peace and joy, 

               Linda Strader 
 

P.S. In appreciation for your generosity, I 
have ordered two books for the First  
Lutheran library. They will be delivered to 
my mom (Diane S.), who will catalogue 
them. Happy reading! 

I am overwhelmed by the outpouring of 

love and support I have received from 
my First Lutheran family in the past 

weeks. Your kind words of condolence, 
hugs, e-mail messages, flowers, cards, & 

PRAYERS are appreciated more than I 
can say. I thank you for your patience 

with me as well. You give me faith and 
hope by your love … 

   Sincere thanks, 

   Ann Hagemann 
                                      (Church Secretary)  

 

THANK YOU to Melissa Corrado for 
providing the photos being used for the  
summer sermon series “The Good News As 
Seen Through a Window”. We truly appreciate 
the gift of her time and talent!  
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Ruth Ann’s Ramblings …(contributed by Ruth Ann Hoehn) 
 

America the Beautiful 
The lyrics to this hymn were written by Katharine Lee Bates, and the music was  
composed by Samuel A. Ward. 
 

      Katharine Lee Bates (August 12, 1859 – March 28, 1929) was born in  
Falmouth, Massachusetts, the daughter of Congregational pastor William Bates and his wife,  
Cornelia Frances Lee. She graduated from Wellesley College with a B.A. in 1880. She taught at Natick 
High School during 1880–81 and at Dana Hall School from 1885 until 1889. She returned to  
Wellesley as an instructor, then an associate professor from 1891 until 1893 when she was awarded 
an M.A. and became full professor of English literature.  
      Bates was an author of many volumes of poetry, travel books, and children's books. She  
contributed regularly to many periodicals, sometimes under the pseudonym James Lincoln. 
      Bates never married.  She died in Wellesley, Massachusetts, on September 28, 1929 and is 
buried in Oak Grove Cemetery at Falmouth.  The Bates family home on Falmouth's Main Street is 
preserved by the Falmouth Historical Society. There is also a street in Falmouth named in her honor.  
A plaque marks the site of the home where she lived as an adult on Centre Street in Newton,  
Massachusetts.  Bates Hall dormitory at Wellesley College are named for her, and the Katharine Lee 
Bates Professorship was established at Wellesley shortly after her death.  
      In 1893 Katherine Bates took a train trip to Colorado Springs, Colorado to teach a summer 
school session at Colorado College. Several of the sights on her trip inspired her, and they found 
their way into her poem “America”, including the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, the 
"White City" with its promise of the future contained within its alabaster buildings; the wheat fields 
of Kansas, through which her train traveled; and the majestic view from high atop Pikes Peak. 
      On the pinnacle of that mountain, the words of the poem came to her, and she wrote them 
down upon returning to her hotel room at the original Antlers Hotel. In her words, “One day some of 
the teachers and I decided to go on a trip to 14,000 foot Pike’s Peak.  I was very tired, but when I 
saw the view, I felt great joy.  All the wonder of America seemed displayed there, with the sea-like 
expanse.”  The poem was initially published two years later in The Congregationalist to  
commemorate the Fourth of July.  An amended version was published in 1904 in the Boston Evening 
Transcript.  Her final version was written in 1913. 
      Several existing pieces of music were adapted to the poem. A hymn tune composed by  
Samuel A. Ward was generally the favored music, and is still the familiar tune that we sing today.  
 

     Samuel Augustus Ward (Dec. 28, 1847 – Sept. 28, 1903) was an American organist and  
composer. Born in Newark, New Jersey, he studied music in New York and became an organist at 
Grace Episcopal Church in his home town in 1880. 
      Samuel Augustus Ward was the founder and first director of the Orpheus Club of Newark.  
He died in 1903 leaving no surviving children. He is buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery in Newark, 
NJ.  He was the last in an unbroken line of Samuel Wards, beginning with the Rhode Island Governor 
and Representative to the Continental Congress.  
      Ward was inspired to compose his tune while he was on a ferryboat trip from Coney Island 
back to his home in New York City, after a leisurely summer day in 1882.  He was so anxious to  
capture the tune in his head that he asked fellow passenger and friend Harry Martin for his shirt cuff 
to write the tune on. He composed the tune for the old hymn "O Mother Dear, Jerusalem", retitling 
the work "Materna". Ward's music was combined with Bates' poem, titled “America the Beautiful” 
and published together for the first time in 1910 after Ward’s death in 1903. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katharine_Lee_Bates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_A._Ward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falmouth,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregational_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellesley_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dana_Hall_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Travel_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellesley,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newton,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newton,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado_Springs,_Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World%27s_Columbian_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pikes_Peak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antlers_Hilton_Hotel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn_tune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newark,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Ward_(American_statesman)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Ward_(American_statesman)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coney_Island


PRAYER CHAIN PARTNERS  
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM 

 

1. Jane Hyte - 630-552-7095  
2. Virginia Phelps - 630-552-3434  
3. Diane Schlesinger 630-552-7533 
4. Bev Vilmin 630-552-3550 
5. Theresa Bagg 815-786-5069 * 
6. Erin Gillman - 630-715-0843 * 
7. Staci Smith - 630-999-4117 * 
8. Karen DeBolt - 630-546-7451 * 
9. Kathy Benoit - 630-816-3366 * 
10. Brenda Albright - 630-277-6314 * 
 

Those with a * use texting capabilities. 
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PRAYER LIST: 
  Marty Lincoln, Carole Ardelean,   
  Rose Tullock, Renee Lee,  
  Leslie, Josie Hanlon, Mary Olson,  
  Amy, Scott Littlejohn, Heather D., 

Sherry Anderson, Sue Hyte, Linda Landis,  
Alice Crawford, Mary Kincannon, Melody Black, 
Joyce Schmitt, Shirley Tucek & family, Ann  
Hagemann (member), Aaron Weeks, LeeAnn 
McClennan, Jesse Koch, Jim Sorensen, Kelsey S., 
Mark Coffman, Karen DeBolt, Jesse Stonecipher, 
Don Sampson, Jackie Anclam, Sandy Johnson, 
Julie Warner, Sherry Ill, Pr Ernie  and Hope; 
 
       

  Remember your own special needs as well. 

     You have touched my heart! I have been most 
grateful for you prayers and well wishes for my 
granddaughter Hope. My family has been buoyed 
up by your loving care and concern. I thought I 
had felt the presence of your thought and prayers 
most powerfully when she was going through 
heart surgery. However your thoughtfulness and 
concern for Hope expressed through the Sunday 
School gift on the last day of Sunday School was 
most humbling, moving, and appreciated. It is  
always amazing to experience the grace of God!  
     I have experienced God’s grace in Hope’s birth, 
surgery, struggles and recovery process. And I 
have experienced God’s grace in you, my 
brothers and sisters at First Lutheran in Plano.  
    Quick update: Hope is expected to be home 
with Nathan and Laura sometime in June.  
Thank you sooooo much,     
    Pastor Paul 

    While Pr. Ernie is out on medical leave, 
Pr Paul will be in the office Tues, Wed & 
Thurs, and will be handling the weekend 
services. 
 

To contact him, call the church office (630-
552-8263), or send an e-mail to flcplanopas-
tor@gmail.com.  In case of emergency, call 
(secretary) Ann Hagemann @ 630-300-
8574, and she will contact Pr. Paul directly. 

  Our deepest sympathy to Bob & 
Paulette Albright and their  
family… Paulette’s mother, Ethel 
Hahn, passed through death to eternal 
life on May 29th at the age of 94.  
Services were private. Please keep the 
family in your prayers. 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Ruth Ann 

(& Jeff) Hoehn and their family. Ruth Ann’s 
nephew, George Rott, unexpectedly passed through 
death to eternal life on June 17th in Wyoming. 
Please keep the family in your Prayers.  

THANK YOU!  

   Our words cannot express how 
grateful we are for your        
thoughtfulness! Truly, your help has  
made a huge impact and we will be 
forever thankful. Your generosity and 
prayers are deeply appreciated. We 
will be praying for you all as well. 

           Thank you! 

  The Carlson Family  
  (Nathan, Laura, & Hope) 

mailto:flcplanopastor@gmail.com
mailto:flcplanopastor@gmail.com


BOOK CLUB NEWS 
 

   The Book Club will meet on  
      Wed., Aug 3rd, 2016  

                        at 9:15 AM.  
The book for discussion is 

 

“The English Spy” 
by Daniel Silva (Aug) 

 

Please join us! 

 

OFFERINGS RECEIVED 
 

5/22     $ 1,749.02 

5/29     $ 1,385.02 

6/4 & 5     $ 3,427.06 

6/11 & 12    $ 2,854.67 

6/18 & 19    $ 2,543.45 

6/25 & 26    $ 1,973.79 

7/2 & 3     $ 3,245.97 

7/9 & 10    $ 3,583.58 

7/16 & 17    $ 1,872.55 
 

 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
Need Per week  $3,113.37 

(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks) 
 

 

YTD YOUTH DIRECTOR  
DONATIONS:      $1,077.00 

 

THROUGH July 17th 
 

Received         $    86,068.93 
Need            $    90,287.73 
Over            $   (4,218.80)  
 
 

1/01/2016 - 7/18/2016 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Bal.    
$4,932.23 
Income 

$94,581.25 
Expenses            

$83,783.87 
Ending Balance 

$ 15,729.61 

Newsletter Offering Report 
 

Page 6  Volume 29 ,  I ssue 7  

The next Golden Harvesters potluck 
meeting will be August 12th at 5:30 pm 
here at First Lutheran Church.  Please 
bring your own table service 
and a dish to pass. (Meat is 
provided) For more info, 
please contact Candy at 630
-273-8083. 

 

The Women’s Bible Study 
Group meets the 3rd  
Thursday of each month at 
1:00 PM at the church for 
Bible study, refreshments and fellowship. 
   Women of ALL Ages are invited!  
Meetings will resume in September! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Worship Service in the Park  
 

The First Baptist Church, The First Lutheran 

Church, United Methodist Church and  

Worldwide Deliverance Ministry will hold a  

Community Worship Service on Sunday, August 

21st at 10:30 AM at Lathrop Park (corner of 

Hale and North St). This is an ecumenical faith 

witness in our community; a time of prayer, 

praise, song, and fellowship. Bring your lawn 

chairs, tell your friends and bring your  

neighbors! We hope to have a children’s Kazoo 

Band! See you there!  

    

NOTE: There will be NO Sunday worship service 

here at First Lutheran on that Sunday. There is 

an LBW Worship service scheduled for  

Saturday, August 20th at 5:00 PM. 

Cookbook sales will 
resume in  
September.  If you 
would like to obtain 

a copy before that time, please contact 
Diane Schlesinger or Carol Robinson. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
7:00 PM - LMM  

2 
9:00 AM -  Quilting /   

   Crocheting / Knitting 

 
6:30 PM - Worship & Music 
 

7:00 PM - Property 

3 
9:15 AM - Book Club 

4 
 
 
 
6:30 PM -  Stewardship  

5 6 
 
 
 
5:00 PM - Worship 

7 
9:00 AM -  Worship   

8 9 
9:00 AM -  Quilting /  

   Crocheting / Knitting 

 

 

 

6:15 PM - Social  Concerns 
 

7:00 PM - Church  Council 

10 11 12 
 
 
 
5:30 PM - Golden  

   Harvesters 

13 
 
 
 
5:00 PM - Worship 

14 
9:00 AM -  Worship   

15 16 
9:00 AM -  Quilting /    

     Crocheting / Knitting 

17 18 
(NO Women’s Bible 
Study) 

 
6:30 PM - Education / 

Youth 

7:30 PM - Outreach 

19 20 
 
 
 
5:00 PM - Worship 

21 
ANCHOR  DEADLINE 
 

 

10:30 AM - Worship in the 

Park 

22 23 
9:00 AM -  Quilting /    

     Crocheting / Knitting 

24 25 26 27 
 
 
 
5:00 PM - Worship 

28 
9:00 AM -  Worship   

29 30 
9:00 AM -  Quilting /    

     Crocheting / Knitting 

31    

August 2016 
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August 2016 Worship Volunteers 
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   AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
1- Heather Fowler 
 Debbie Goldsmith 
 Larry Weeks 
5-Leann Savitski 
   Jillian Torres 
6-Madison Fowler 
 Chuck Johnson 
   Genevieve Schindlbeck 
7-Tegan Torres 
10-Olivia Thrall, Isabel Hyte 
11-Katelyn Miller  
12-Steve DeBolt 
15-Dorsi Hubbartt, Jane Colbert 
   Tom Mahoney 
16-Niki Niemann, Erik Tierney 
17-Piper Weeks 
18-Tyler Krause, Julie Loux, Evan Corrado 
19-Aimee Anderson, Eric Gillman 
   Bruce Magnotti, John Meszaros 
20-Floyd Anderson  
     Bobbi Dettman 
21-Connie Kolzow 
23-Jack Koteles 
25-Zac Roberts, Mark Savitski 
26-Gary Blankenship 
27-Steve Turner, Ashlyn Weeks 
28-Evan Bagg 
29-Dan Kuntzman 
30-Sarah Kuntzman, Robert Hubbartt 
      Andrew Nicoletti 
31-Brenda Albright 
     Carl Johnson 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
1– David & Jane Ford 
3– Carl & Joanne Johnson  
4– Zachary & Alyssa Roberts 
5- Jim & Kathy Porter  
    Wally & Kathy Hamlin  
6- Steve & Karen DeBolt  
10-Bob & Mary Kay Pilmer 
20-James & Karyl Reents  
25- Keith & Jerri Lynn Baker  

The world is a chaotic and confusing place. Prayer is 
the conduit that connects us to God and opens up the 
possibilities of direction and understanding. Prayer is 
not just for pastors. All of God’s people are invited to 
pray on the behalf of others. Please include the follow-
ing members of the First Lutheran family in your daily 
prayers.   

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

AUGUST 
 

1 - Mary Olson 
2 - Matt, Theresa, Abigail & Natalie Papaeliou 
3 - Mike, Debbie, Alan & Mark Pease 
4 - Virginia Phelps & Nicole Niemann 
5 - Ryan, Melissa, Paige & Grady Phillips 
6 - Robert, Mary Kay & John Pilmer 
7 - Jim & Kathy Porter 
8 - Alex & Christine Porter 
9 - Andy Porter 
10 - Franklin, Susan & Kaylee Read 
11 - James & Karyl Reents 
12 - Tim, Sheila, Rachel & Travis Robbins 
13 - Bill, Deborah, Jacob & Katie Roberts 
14 - Zachary & Alyssa Roberts 
15 - Carol Robinson 
16 - Kailea Hamlin Sackett 
17 - Don & Martha Sampson 
18 - Mark, Leann, Austi & Marshal Savitski 
19 - Brad, Heather, Cael, Tyler, Genevieve   
       Schindlbeck 
20 - Norm & Diane Schlesinger 
21 - James, Shelley, Bryson, Vance, McKenna,     
        Mikayla, & Braylon Schmidt 
22 - Chris & Emily (Albright) Schindler 
23 - Kurt, Laura & Mitchell Schobert 
24 - Anne Sears  
25 - Barb Sears 
26 - Dan Sebby 
27 - Darin, Cherrie, Kiya & Cade Severson 
28 - Wilma Simms 
29 - Ron & Kerin (Meyer) Skarr  
30 - Conrad, Laura, Ryan & Abigail Smith  
31 - Staci, Stephanie, Rachel & Clarissa Smith 
 
 
 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AND LET US 
KNOW  YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY DATE, 
AND WE WILL UPDATE OUR RECORDS.  THANK YOU. 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL  
5 B’S BAR~B~QUE 

  

The annual Pork Chop and Chicken Bar-B-Que will be 

held Friday, August 19th from 4:30 to 7:00 pm.   This is 
an important fundraiser for the church and it can only be 
successful if everyone helps.  The money raised is used 
for church improvements and special needs.  The most 

important thing is ticket sales.  Ticket sales will begin the weekend of July 23rd / 

24th.  Please stop by the table at the back of the sanctuary and pick up a few books of 
tickets to sell to your family, friends, and co-workers.  You may also purchase your 
own meal ticket at this time. 
  
All dinners include applesauce, baked beans, bun, butter, and drink.   
 

Take-outs available. 
  

$12.00 ~ Combo dinner ~ 1 pork chop & 1/4 chicken 
$12.00 ~ 2 pork chop dinner 
$12.00 ~ 1/2 chicken dinner 
  

We also need help setting up on the 18th (day before the Bar-B-Que) and final set- up 
and running the Bar-B-Que on Friday the 19th.  There are a number of jobs that can be 
done by all ages.  Watch for a sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary for jobs and 
times.  Please sign up to help.  This can be a family affair.  We can use helpers of all 
ages!!!!! 
  
The Bar-B-Que is an evening of work, fun, and fellowship.  Let’s all work together to 
make it a successful one.  
  
Thank you, 
Property & Management Committee   

I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH 
 

I believe in the Church in spite of its imperfections. The Church will never be perfect in this world. It 
is made up of people struggling to do God’s will – but people who are still human with their  
weaknesses and sin. 
 

    I believe in the Church in spite of its limitations and handicaps. Sometimes the Church is hindered 
by lack of vision and commitment. However in spite of all this, the Church is the only agency in the 
world that provides a place where people can gather to worship God. 
 

    I believe in the Church because it is an agency of God’s Spirit – an instrument of the eternal. It has 
changed through the years and it will continue to change. It will make mistakes. However the Church 
is still God’s chosen vessel for carrying on His work of redemption in the world 
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Council Highlights – June 14, 2016 
(see complete report on bulletin board at back of sanctuary) 

 

 Wally Hamlin presented the progress of the Call Committee: only 15% of 
‘attending’ congregation was represented; there were some strong trends; some 
statistical adjustments made; 

 Budget is ~$1500 behind this time last year; discussed various budget items; 
 Would still like to train new Radio Techs and Projectionists; 
 New Member class set for June 26th 
 Still working rental property issues; 
 Annual Church BBQ – Friday, August 19th  
 Discussed current & long-term church repairs 
 Discussion of new Thrivent Insurance program for newly baptized children 
 Need to stress importance of Stewardship year round … 
 God’s Work, Our Hands – still looking for a project; 
 Need VBS volunteers – specifically classroom & station aides; 
 Long Range Planning to meet on May 26 at 7:00 PM 
 Executive Committee to  meet June 7 at 7:45 PM 
 Approved the Ministry site profile 
 Continuing to use Tri-County, but will re-assess at the end of the month 
 One of the apartments in the bug house needs substantial repairs before it can be rented; gray 

house will be vacant at end of month; 
Next meeting: Tues, August 19th at 7:00 PM 

                                   diakonia™  
 

Are you ready to take the next step in your growth as a Christian, in your  
service to your congregation and community, and in gaining a deeper  
understanding of your Christian faith and life?  If so, you are looking for diakonia™!   
 

What is the diakonia™ program? diakonia™ is a two-year process of spiritual formation 
and theological education for baptized members of the Lutheran Church.  This process occurs in three 
basic ways: 
 

 By thorough grounding in the classic seminary disciplines of practical, systematic, historical, and Bib-
lical theology; 

 By identifying particular skills and aptitudes in ministry and encouraging their use in the local parish 
and community; and  

 By providing spiritual growth through worship, retreats, and a supportive community of fellow stu-
dents, pastor-mentors, and instructors. 

 

These are the tools diakonia™ uses to help equip God’s people for service in parish and neighborhood 
ministries.  The primary theme and focus of the diakonia™ experience is the word of Jesus in scripture: 
“Let the one who would be great among you be your servant [Greek: diakonos]” (Mark 10:4). 
 

How is diakonia™ structured? The diakonia™ curriculum consists of twelve courses, six 
per academic year.  Each course is five sessions in length and meets weekly for three-hour sessions.  
Weekly assignments and readings reflect the twin purposes of relating subject matter to the student’s con-
text of life and ministry (family, congregation, and community area of ministry) and of giving a solid 
background to the topic.  Students work at their own level, and assignments reflect the understanding that 
students are already busy in their families, jobs, and congregations.  In addition to class time, students, 
typically, average approximately three-to-five hours of study per week, depending on the particular 
course.  For more information, contact Trenton Ferro, trferro@yahoo.com or (724) 762-0305. 
 

** Ruth Ann Hoehn has completed the two year program and would be happy to answer any question 
you might have! 
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I want to thank the members of our  
congregation for allowing me the opportunity to 
work with our wonderful families as the Director 
of Youth and Family Ministry. I feel like, together, 
we have accomplished so many wonderful things, 
and I cherish the fond memories I will always carry 
with me. This is not a goodbye for me, however, as 
I plan to volunteer and stay very active within our 
church.   
 
 

Confirmation Camp 
     During the last week of June, Ellie 
Maaske and Mya Thrall attended a Faith 
Works camp at Lutheran Outdoor  
Ministries Center. Thank you for all who 
prayed for their week and our safe  

travels. The girls met so many wonderful new 
friends and tried many new things while growing in 
their faith. I am so proud of how the girls handled 
themselves and treated others during that camp.  I 
was able to share some photos from their  
adventure on the First Lutheran Facebook page. 
Stop by our Facebook page to take a peek.  
 
 

Vacation Bible School  
     I really feel like I owe HUGE thank 
you to the many volunteers and food  
donations our VBS received this year. 
Without all of you, we could not hold a 
weeklong VBS. This year we had approximately 32 
students from preschool through fifth grade. We 
were blessed to have a helping hand from the  
following people throughout the week:  
 

Pastor Paul Carlson           Pastor Terry Jensen 
Pastor Ernie Rex              Pastor Stevan Saunders 
Donielle Anderson           Aden Baker 
Paula Bender                     Deena Boerner 
Molly Boerner                   Cathy Cunningham 
Amy Curtis                        Katelyn Debolt 
Gerri Henze                      Ruth Ann Hoehn 
Virgil Hyte                        Candy Johnson   
Jeannette King                  Elijah 
Sarah Kuntzman                Bella Mahoney 
Yvonne Marsh                   Karen Mikkelson 
Haley Morris                     Olivia Morris 
Kayla Olson                        Ryan Phillips 
Deb Rankin                         Carol Robinson 
Diane Schlesinger              Christine Walkowiak 
Emily Wennmacher 
      
We also had extra help from our fabulous Church 
Secretary, Ann Hagemann, and many marketing 
pieces and forms from Linda Oleson from the  
United Methodist Church.  Thank you to all who 
donated food, drinks and school supplies.  

Plano Community Summer Meals Program 
     We have a fantastic team serving 
in the Plano Summer Meals Program. 
These wonderful volunteers have been 
serving lunches with me on Thursdays 
throughout the summer (July 5-Aug. 
12):  Pastor Paul Carlson, Katelyn 
DeBolt, Diane Schlesinger, Kathy Stuttle, and 
Jayne Turner. Thank you to each of you for being 
willing to serve for such a great program.  I cannot 
stress enough what an immensely valuable program 
this is for the community.  I will tell you that if this 
is a program that continues in the future, it is  
definitely worth volunteering. It is extremely easy 
to do, and I know I felt really good about doing it 
as I am sure the entire team felt. The remaining 
meal services for our team will be August 4 & 11.  
              
           
 
 
 

 
All Faiths Night at with the Cougars 

    Take me out to the ball game….. Oh boy! We are 
excited to have our All Faiths Night at the Kane 
County Cougars game on Monday, Aug. 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets were already preordered and paid for. 
Thank  you to Emily Weeks for suggesting such a 
fun activity would could all become involved in.  
    
 

     Representative Artwork by Confirmands 
     Last year, Confirmation Students 
spent a great deal of time discussing 
what the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
means to them. Our three Confirmands: 
Aden Baker, Cael Schindlbeck, and Cade 
Severson created artwork to represent what either 
the Father, Son, or Holy Spirit means to them to 
share during the children’s sermon on the day of 
their Confirmation. We would like to display their 
very meaningful representations for the  
congregation during the month of September. 
Please look for the display in the back of the  
sanctuary in September.  
 

Upcoming Events:  
August 1 ~ 6:30 pm Kane County Cougars Game 
August 4 ~ Summer Meals 11:30-1:00 
August 11 ~ Summer Meals 11:30-1:00 
 
I hope everyone has had a wonderful summer!    
                                                                 ~Renee 
 
9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go.”  (Joshua 1:9New International Version (NIV)) 

From the Youth & Family Ministry Director:  
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Wanted: 
Secret Agents of God! 

 

Sunday School Begins -  
September 11th  

Come help help us find the truth about 
God and our faith as we begin the Sunday 
School year on Sunday, September 11th 
at 9:00 AM.  
 
On September 11th, we will join with our 
Methodist and Baptist friends for a Rally 
Day celebration from 9:00-10:30 a.m.  
Please note that this is a different time 
than Sunday School is usually held, which 
is 9:30 a.m.  All Sunday School children, 
their parents and the entire congregation 
is invited to attend the exciting program 
on September 11th, featuring Tim Hannig 
(Christian ministry magician) to be held at 
the Methodist Church Following this  
program we will return to First Lutheran 
for donuts and juice and goodie bags.  
Come join us! 
   

 

  Sunday School Snippets    Sunday School Teachers 
Sunday School teachers who plan to stay 
on (or are going to retire) are requested 
to please send Kathy Benoit an e-mail at 
benoits4@sbcglobal.net.  Also, if you are 
not currently a Sunday teacher or helper 
and wish to help, please do the same. 
Pray about how you can help our youth 
and help us find the hidden secrets of 
Sunday School! Thanks!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS Thank You 
Thank you to EVERYONE who helped 
make our VBS so successful this year!  
What a fantastic experience it was for 
our youth.  Special thanks to Renee  
Mahoney and all the other people who 
taught, helped, donated, volunteered.  
You are special to God!  

mailto:benoits4@sbcglobal.net
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  Sunday School Snippets    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adults Invited to Become a 
Secret Pal 
Adult members of the church are invited 
to become a Sunday School Secret Pal.  
The only requirement is that you would 
like to provide support and encouragement 
to a Sunday School child throughout the 
school year.   
  

This encouragement may be in the form of 
anonymous notes, cards, little snacks or  
surprises.  This should be a loving (not  
expensive) venture!  
  

If you are interested in becoming a  
Secret Pal, please sign your name to the 
list at the back of the church.  We will  
assign you with the name and address of a 
Sunday School child and the rest is up to 
you. 
  

Secret pals will reveal their names to the 
Sunday School children at the Sunday 
School Awards Program in May.  This is a 
great way to share your love of the Lord 
with a child and help them realize how  
important they are in His eyes (and yours, 
too!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Information and  
Secret Pal Forms 
On the first day of Sunday School on  
September 11th, we will send home  
student information and secret pal forms 
with each child.   
 

Parents and their child(ren) should  
complete these and return them the next 
Sunday.  We would like to have  
up-to-date information on each family, in 
the event of an emergency.  If your child 
has any allergies or special restrictions, it 
should be listed on this form.  
 

Information on these forms is also shared 
with adult secret pals, so they get to know 
their secret pal a little better. 
  
 

Sunday School Donations 
We have been blessed with many donations 
for Sunday School and we are in really 
good shape with crayons and markers.  Our 
Sunday School IS in need of scotch tape, 
construction paper and Kleenex, if anyone 
has some laying around.  Thank you for  
always supporting our students! 
 
 
Mark Your Calendar 
September 11 –  
First Day of Sunday School including Rally 
Day with Methodist & Baptist Churches 
from 9:00-10:30 AM 
September 18 –  
Sunday School begins regular schedule 
from 9:30-10:30 AM 
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Plano, IL  60545 

First Lutheran Church 

Plano, Illinois 

Phone: 630-552-8263 

Fax: 630-552-7198 

Email:  

churchsecretary1@ sbcglobal.net 

"First in Spirit, First in 

Faith, First in 

Outreach" 

We are on the Web!  
firstlutheranchurchplano.com 

And on Facebook: 
https://

www.facebook.comFirstLutheran
ChurchOfPlanoIl  &  
Hit the LIKE button! 
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SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Saturday:                    5:00 PM 

Sunday:                      9:00 AM 
 

Communion offered at both  

services. 
 

 

A nursery ‘area’ is available. 

Interim Pastors:   
- Rev. Ernie Rex 

- Rev. Paul Carlson 

  e-mail:   

      flcplanopastor@gmail.com 

Office Hours -  

    Pr Ernie - Tues & Wed 

    Pr Paul - Wed & Thurs 
 

 

Secretary:   Ann Hagemann 

E-mail: churchsecretary1@ 

            sbcglobal.net 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Fri  6:30 am-12:30 pm 

Deadline for the September   
Anchor: Sunday, Aug. 21st! 

Please be ready to submit    
articles by this date!  

Return Service Requested 

 

Statement of Purpose 
 

Because God loves the world, 
we live and work together to:  
      *Grow As Disciples  
      *Nurture other Disciples  
      *and Make New Disciples 
for the Kingdom of God! 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl

