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Light is slowly coming back into this world.  Light is a powerful 
theme in our lives from birth to death.  We are told that Jesus is 
the light of the world and that we are to let our light shine,   
sometimes this puts a burden on us to push on to focus on what 
we should be doing. Sometimes it is not what we do that enables 
people to see the light. Sometimes it is the glow from the joy that 
flows within us that emanates in our whole being and we our-
selves become the instrument of the light to shine.  I know for 
myself, I am happier when I get stuff done.   But I also know 
people who are warm and welcoming and they shine without 
even doing anything.   Because of all the things that God has 
done for us, it should be easy for us to shine that light also, but it 
is not always easy. 
 
Summer is getting closer and one of the things I enjoy about 
summer is the evening slowly setting in, but there is still 
light.  And then the fireflies come out.  Their little lights are 
warm and comforting and just plain fun.  I once read that fireflies 
only light up when they move forward.  It does not always matter 
how we feel or sometimes even what we do.  We too can be re-
flectors of the light when we keep moving forward.   Trust God 
to provide the light.  Trust God to provide the spark. Trust God to 
provide the joy in something tried or something accomplished.     
 
Peace to you as you reflect the light .    
  
Pastor Black 
 
 

 
Readings for  

February 2019 
 
 

2/3/19 
 Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 Psalm 71:1-6 
 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 Luke 4:21-30 
 

2/10/19 
 Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13] 
 Psalm 138 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 Luke 5:1-11 
 

2/17/19 
 Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 Psalm 1 
 1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 Luke 6:17-26 
 

2/24/19 
 Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 

42-50 
 Luke 6:27-38 
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Please feel free to take a Prayer 
Shawl or Lap Robe from the quilt 
rack at the back of the sanctuary, 
if you know of someone to whom 
it might bring comfort.   These 
beautiful items are made by 
members of  First Lutheran 
Church for you to give. 

Welcome Reid! 
We welcome our newest member, Reid 
William Vahl through the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism.  
 
Reid was baptized on Sunday, Decem-
ber 30th. Reid  was born September 
20th, 2018. His parents are Rex & Kate-
lyn Vahl. Reid’s Baptismal Sponsors are 
Ryan Vahl and Kim Karpus.  
 
 
 
 

Our Deepest  
Sympathies 

 
To Kathy Hamlin 

in the death of her Mother, Ann 
Clark. Ann passed from death to 
Eternal life on December 27th.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR…….. 
Sherry Anderson, Lori Black,  
Alice Crawford, Sue Hyte, Sherry Ill,  
Linda Landis, Marty Lincoln, Mary Ol-
son,  Karla Reinbolt, and Judy Wuchte. 

Kim Karpus, Rex Vahl holding 
Reid, Katelyn Vahl,  Ryan Vahl 
and Pastor Black. 

CRAFT NIGHT IS BACK! 
 

The date is set for Thursday, Feburary 21st 
from 6:00—8:30PM. We won’t be supplying 
or working on a particular craft, so bring 
your own craft that you want to work on. 
 
It’s a fun night to get together and enjoy the 
talents and company of others. Maybe you’ll 
get some new ideas. If you have any ques-
tions, please see Ruth Ann Hoehn.  
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There are times we let favors go unmentioned, when we 
leave a warm and loving word unsaid. There are times 
when we forget our kind intentions, when we’re wrapped 
up in our private world instead. 
 
But though we often fail to show our feelings, we hope 
the ones we love will somehow know, and that’s why there 
are days meant for revealing the love we feel but may 
not always show.  
                     

Mary Dawson Hughes 

 
Red Hot Fudge 

I made this Fudge at Christmas 
and shared some with a few 
people. Ruth Ann asked me to 
share it in the Anchor.  
 
Cinnamon candies give this 
easy Red Hot Fudge a spicy yet 
creamy flavor. It's the perfect 
treat for Valentine's day parties!  
 
Ingredients  
3 C white chocolate chips 
1 C sweetened condensed milk 
3/4 C marshmallow cream (I 
recommend Fluff) 

1 C  crushed red hot candies (I 
divided this into thirds and 
pulsed it in my blender, you’ll 
have some bits that won’t break 
down completely and that’s 
okay. Be careful not to breath in 
the dust.) 
36 cinnamon jelly hearts 
(optional) 
 
Instructions 
Line an 8x8 pan with foil. 
Place the chocolate chips and 
sweetened condensed milk in a 
large saucepan over low-
medium heat. Stir until melted 
and creamy. 
Add the marshmallow cream 

and red hots and stir until every-
thing is melted again and the 
fudge has turned reddish pink, 
this takes a bit of work to get it 
blended. 
Pour the fudge in the prepared 
pan. Let cool for 10-15 minutes, 
then place the cinnamon hearts 
on top of the fudge in a grid. 
Let set until completely cooled 
and hardened. Cut into squares. 
Store in tightly sealed container. 
 
 
 

Recipe Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Growing in Faith Small group will 
meet the second Wednesday of Febru-
ary, the 13th at 6:30 PM. Please see Pas-
tor Black if you would like to join this 
small group study or with questions. 
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Take My Life and Let It Be 

In this hymn of total consecration to Christ, each stanza explores more deeply 
what it means to surrender to Christ.  Frances Ridely Havergal (Dec. 14, 1836
-June 3, 1879) was born in Worcestershire, England and was the daughter of a 
minister, William Henry Havergal.  W.H. Havergal was also a hymn writer, and 
composer.   
 
 
 

Frances was a religious poet and 
hymn writer (words and melodies).  
She wrote religious tracts and 
works for children.  Havergal's 
hymns were frequently printed as 
leaflets, and as ornamental cards. 
They were also published in collec-
tions of her works.  She was also an 
accomplished singer and pianist.  
She mastered Greek and Hebrew so 
that she could read the scriptures in 
their original languages.   
 
In 1851 she “committed my soul to 
the Saviour, and earth and heaven 
seemed brighter from that mo-
ment.” She was confirmed in 
Worcester Cathedral, in  
July 1853. 
 
At the age of 36, Havergal experi-
enced what might be described as a conversion experience.  A little book entitled All for Jesus made her aware 
of the incompleteness of her own devotion, and she rededicated her life to Christ.  Soon after, she spent five 
days with a small group of people.  Some were not Christians, and others were lukewarm in their faith.  She 
spent those five days witnessing to them and praying for them.  By the end of their time together her prayers 
were answered and all ten people had devoted themselves to Christ.  That night, too excited to sleep, Havergal 
wrote the hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be.” 
 
Several of Havergal’s hymns are in our hymnal.  She wrote the words for “I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus,” 
“Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak,” and “O Savior, Precious Savior.”  She wrote the tune for “On Our 
Way Rejoicing.”  “I am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus (published in 1874) was one of the author’s own favorites, 
and was found in her pocket Bible after her death. Havergal died near Caswell Bay in Wales at age 42. She is 
buried in the churchyard at St Peter's parish church, in Worcestershire where her father and her sister, Maria 
Vernon Graham Havergal are also buried.  
 
Frances’ father, W. H. Havergal wrote the tune for “Take My Life.”  W.H. was born in Buckinghamshire in 
1793.  He was educated at St. Edmund's Hall, Oxford (B.A. 1815, M.A. 1819). In 1829 he became Rector of 
Astley, Worcestershire; in 1842, Rector of St. Nicholas, Worcester; and in 1860, Rector of Shareshill, near 
Wolverhampton. He died April 18, 1870.  He wrote about 100 hymns.  Many were written for special services 
in his own church, and printed as leaflets.  W.H. Havergal was also well known as a musician.  
 

Ruth Ann’s Ramblings 

By Ruth Ann Hoehn Old postcard with Frances Ridely Havergal’s words 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worcestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worcester_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caswell_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astley,_Worcestershire
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Coloring Contest! Submit your finished picture to the Church office by Feb. 10th! One winner 
will be drawn from all the entries to win a giant Hershey Kiss! Don’t forget to put your name 
on it. Please consider a donation to our “honey pot”, on the table in back of the Church. Dona-
tions would be very much appreciated, as they will be sent to the ELCA, under their Good 
Gifts program! This TOO is Stewardship. 



 
 

OFFERINGS RECEIVED     
  

 

12/22 & 12/23    $ 3,358.96         

12/24     $ 3,825.61 

12/29 & 12/30        $ 4,239.19    

1/5 & 1/6    $ 3,557.52 

1/12 & 1/13    $ 2,993.88 

1/19 & 1/20    $ 2,551.93
       

 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

Need Per week  $3,885.73 
(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks) 

 
 
 

 

 
 

As of January 20 
 

Received          $ 9,103.33 
Need            $ 11,657.19 
Short            $  (2,553.86)  
 
 
 

1/1 –1/20 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Bal.    
$1,961.91 
Income 

$9,949.00 (5,000 from savings) 
Expenses          
$5,675.76 

Ending Balance 
$ 6,235.15 

 

 

Offering Report 

PRAYER CHAIN PARTNERS  
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM 

 

1. Jane Hyte - 630-552-7095  
2. Virginia Phelps - 630-552-3434  
3. Diane Schlesinger 630-552-7533 
4. Bev Vilmin 630-552-3550 
5. Theresa Bagg 815-786-5069 * 
6. Erin Gillman - 630-715-0843 * 
7. Staci Smith - 630-999-4117 * 
8. Karen DeBolt - 630-546-7451 * 
9. Kathy Benoit - 630-816-3366 * 
10. Brenda Albright - 630-277-6314 * 
 

*  have texting capabilities. 
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Soup for Super Bowl! 

On Super Bowl weekend, February 2 & 3, please 

bring a can or two of soup to donate to the Kendall 

County Food Pantry. There will be a container at the 

back of the Church for your donations. 

We Offer  

Blood pressure 

checks!  

Second Sunday of the 

month, after Worship 

in the room behind the 

kitchen. Checks are 

free and your pressure 

is taken by a  

Registered Nurse.  

Let them pump  

you up! 

To:  

Our Valentines! 

From:  

The Caring Committee
 

The Lenten season begins 
next month. With Ash 
Wednesday Worship ser-
vice, March 6th at 7PM. 

Lasting Hope, Devotions 
for Lent will be available as 
we arrive closer to Ash 
Wednesday.  We hope you 
will join us on the journey. 
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   2  Candy Johnson 
   3  Steve Benoit 
   5  Mary Olson 
  11  Dennis Harmon 
  16  Paulette Albright 
  17  Shirley Tucek 
  18   Joanne Johnson 
  19   Becky Englehart 
  20  Sheila Harmon & Dave Maaske 
  21   Tim Tyler 
  22  Mitch Tierney 
 
 

 
 
 
                
 
  
                7 - Louis & Dorella Wilson 
              12 - Gil & Shirley Krause 
              14 - Randy & Theresa Jensen 
 
                          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please set aside a little time each day of  
February to pray for your brothers and sisters 
in Christ. God commands us to, “love one an-
other”.  
 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

1 -  Merry Arnett 
2 -  Sharon Brue 
3 -  Dorothy Burton 
4 -  Larry & Juanita Burton 
5 -  Ellie Campbell 
6 -  Ed Coates & JoAnn Gryder 
7 -  Billy, Jane, Caleb, Greyson & Cailee Colbert 
8 -  Brian, Melissa, Taylor & Evan Corrado 
9 -  Alice Crawford 
10 - Andrew DeBolt 
11 - Karen & Steve DeBolt 
12 - Leon & Bobbie Dettman 
13 - Tammy Dettman 
14 - Erik, Becky, Ryan, Luke, Ben, John and  
       Scott Englehart 
15 - Julie, Jaedence & Gaige Feitl 
16 - Jane Foster 
17 - Mark & Doris Fowler 
18 - Eric, Erin, Paige, Harper & Wyatt Gillman 
19 - Ben & Deborah Goldsmith 
20 - Mike & Nan Grommes 
21 - Laron Hafenrichter 
22 - Dorothy Haick 
23 - Wally & Kathy Hamlin 
24 - Dennis & Sheila Harmon 
25 - Jeff & Ruth Ann Hoehn 
26 - Stephen, Abby, & Lucas Hoxworth 
27 - Robert & Dorsi Hubbartt 
28 - Cora Hughes 
29 - Sue Huston 
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First Communion Classes An-
nounced 
First Communion Classes will be held 
at 11:15 AM, the two Sundays before 
Maundy Thursday, April 7 & 14. 
 
Fifth grade students, or older students 
who have not received instruction for 
communion, are invited.  Please con-
tact the church office if you would 
like more information please call the 
church office at 630/552-8263. 

 

Do You Like to Plan Special Events or 
Are Good at Crafts? 
Parents, grandparents or church members who are 
interested in planning a special family night, movie 
night and/or game night at church are invited to 
contact Kathy Benoit for more details, 630/552-
8625. 
 

 
Special Good Friday Event 
Planned FOR KIDS 
Mark your calendar for our second annual special 
kid’s event on Good Friday, April 19th, from 
10AM-Noon.  There will be music, crafts, a spe-
cial kids’ talk by Pastor Black and more fun!   
 
Parents are welcome to stay to help or may use this 
time to shop for Easter festivities.  A sign up sheet 
will be posted soon.   

 
We  LOVE  Sunday School 
Adult Secret Pals 
Sunday School Secret Pals have been busy 

sneaking special notes and treats into the new mail-
boxes. Thank you for making our day!! 
 

 

Sunday School Kids to Sing 
at Sunday Church Service 
On Sunday, February 24th, students will sing at 
the worship service at 9:00 AM.  We will send 
out reminders to all families, but we wanted you 
to plan ahead for this special event.  Mark your 
calendar for Sunday, February 24th.  
 

Mark Your Calendar— 
Important Dates 
February 14 - Valentine’s Day  
February 24 - Sunday School Kids sing 9 AM Worship  
March 6 - Ash Wednesday 
March 22-23 - Youth 30 Hour Famine Lock-In 
April 14 - Palm Sunday Procession 
April 19 - Good Friday Kids Event 
April 21 - Easter Sunday (no Sunday School) 
May 5 - Confirmation Day 
May 12 – Mother’s Day 
May 19 - School School Awards Program (Secret Pals 
Revealed) 

 

Parents Encouraged to Join Together 
to Host Fellowship Time 
For years, we have all enjoyed sweet treats, home-
made breads, egg casseroles and fruit during the Fel-
lowship Time after the Sunday morning church ser-
vice.  We could use more and different members, 
and families, to join together to host a Sunday or two 
throughout the year.  Please talk to your friends/
other parents, and sign up on the sheet at the back of 
the church.   

 
 

Sunday School Snippets    
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Attention Youth and Parents 
On March 22nd starting at 6:30PM until 
March 23rd ending at 6:30 PM First Lu-
theran will be hosting a lock in that will 
be a World Vision 30 hour Famine event.  
All youth age 13 and up are invited to 
participate.  We will hold an informa-
tional meeting towards the end of Feb.  
 
Also joining us for the event will be Fol-
lowers of Christ Lutheran Church in 
Plainfield IL.  It is, for me, one of the 
most meaningful group events that you 
can participate in.   Everyone needs to 
do this at least one time in their life.  
Any questions or concerns please con-
tact me directly.   I look forward to shar-
ing what this is all about in February.    
                              Pastor Jonathan Black 

On a cold, snowy January day, students in the pre-
school class of FIRST warmed themselves up by 
making little s’more decorations.  They talked about 
how fire is one of the most powerful themes in the 
Bible and read about Jesus’ journey on Earth. 

 
 

Save the Date! 

Feed My Starving Chil-

dren, Saturday, Feb. 

23rd from 9-11AM. 

Please sign up on the sheet at the back of 

the Sanctuary. Those wishing to car-pool or 

needing a ride, meet at Church at 8:00 AM.  

https://www.fmsc.org/ 

N.I. Synod Lunch & Learn 
 
On Wednesday, January 9th Jerri Lynn had the oppor-
tunity to travel to the Northern Illinois Synod office in 
Rockford for a lunch and learning session provided by 
the Synod, for Administrative Assistants. The Guest 
speaker was Cathy Lundeen with the ELCA Archives, 
Office of the Secretary speaking about what should be 
kept and what doesn’t need to be kept in the office.  
 
There were 25 in attendance, from 2 Synods. 3 of which 
were Archivists with their congregations, not Administra-
tive Assistants. “It was an informative day and it was 
nice to finally have a chance to see the Synod office. 
Bishop Clemens led us on a tour, before lunch. 

Pictured are Preschool students: Gaige, Alivia, 
Elizabeth, Maddie and John. 



200 N Center Street 

Plano, IL  60545 

First Lutheran Church 

Plano, Illinois 

Phone: 630-552-8263 

Fax: 630-552-7198 

Email:  

churchsecretary1@ sbcglobal.net 

Website: 
firstlutheranchurchplano.com 

Facebook: 
https://

www.facebook.comFirstLutheran
ChurchOfPlanoIl  &  
Hit the LIKE button! 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Saturday Worship:          5:00 PM 

Sunday Worship:           9:00 AM 
 

Communion offered at both  

Sunday services. 
 

RADIO MINISTRIES: Every Sunday 

at 10:00 AM - a partial broadcast 

of the weekend Worship service 

airs on WSPY 107.1 FM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor:   

 Reverend Jonathan Black 

 E-mail:   

 firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 

 

 Administrative Assistant:  

 Jerri Lynn Baker 

 E-mail:  

 churchsecretary1@sbcglobal.net 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thur. 7:00 am–1:00 pm 

    

Deadline for March Anchor 
Anchor: Sunday, Feb. 17 

Please submit    
articles by this date or before.  

Return Service Requested 

 

Statement of Purpose 
 

Because God loves the world, 
we live and work together to:  
      *Grow As Disciples  
      *Nurture other Disciples  
      *and Make New Disciples 
for the Kingdom of God! 

2019 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl

