
 

We are in the year where the Gospel 
used will be the Gospel of Luke.  
Mark was last year.  Last year we 
talked about the parable of the sower 
as a central theme to get us through 
Mark.  At the end of this month we 
will hear Luke’s central theme.  
Luke’s central theme comes when Je-
sus goes back to his hometown.  Jesus 
sits in the local temple and is asked to 
read a scroll.  He opens up the scroll 
from the prophet Isaiah and reads. 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor.  He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

  
These are not New Year’s resolutions 
for Jesus.   When we hear this gospel 
read on the last Sunday of January I 
suspect many of our New Year’s reso-
lutions, if we made any, are already 
broken.  For Luke this is Jesus’ mis-
sion statement.  This is not about 
making himself better or even making 
ourselves better.  This is about mak-
ing people free so that they might do 
the work that God has called them to 

do. This is what Jesus was sent to do 
and what he will accomplish.  This 
proclamation is not just about individ-
ual acts of mercy and forgiveness, 
there is also a claim to change how 
society operates when Jesus speaks of 
the release of the captives and the 
proclamation of the year of the Lord’s 
favor.   
 
The Jesus of Luke was concerned 
with the poor and the oppressed. Both 
of these issues will be topics that we 
will look at again as the year goes 
along.  This mission statement of 
Jesus does not come without costs.   
In the gospel of Luke it is his com-
mitment to these things that will get 
him killed. David Lose writes, “So 
while Jesus’ message is good news, in 
order for us to hear it that way it must 
first strike us as bad news, the bad 
news that we are not who we want to 
be, can be, and should be…and we 
never will be. Jesus comes bringing 
good news to those in need, and those 
who don’t see and admit their need 
want nothing to do with him.” 
 
This is another facet of what the com-
ing of the kingdom of God looks like.  
We have Luke to thank for enriching 
our understanding of Jesus and his 
ministry. 
                                   

                                    Pastor Black 
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1/6//19 
 Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 
 Ephesians 3:1-12 
 Matthew 2:1-12 
 

1/13/19 
 Isaiah 43:1-7 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 8:14-17 
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

1/20/19 
 Isaiah 62:1-5 
 Psalm 36:5-10 
 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 John 2:1-11 
 

1/27/19 
 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  
 Psalm 19 
 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 Luke 4:14-21 
 

Christmas Eve 
 Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Psalm 96 
 Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

 
12/30/18 

 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 Psalm 148 
 Colossians 3:12-17 
 Luke:2:41-52 
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The 2019 Flower charts are up! You 

will find them in a new location! 

They are now located on the blue 

fabric bulletin board at the back of 

the Sanctuary. Anyone can sign up 

to donate flowers. If Ed and JoAnn 

are signed up on a day you want 

feel free to talk to them about it. 

They are quite open to giving up 

days they have marked.  

CARING FOR THE  

COMMUNITY &  

THE WORLD 

If you marked your Time & 

Abilities form with an interest 

in caring for the community 

and caring for the world, (or 

even if you didn’t mark the 

form and are interested), a 

time has been set aside on 

Sunday, January 13th to meet 

at 11:15 AM. If you have 

questions please contact Pas-

tor Black.  

Annual 
Meeting 
Sunday,  

January 
27th at 

10:00 AM 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD 

Congratulations to Dennis & Sheila Harmon in the birth of their 
twin grandchildren, born to their daughter Ashley and her hus-
band Luke Losic. The babies were born earlier than expected so 
please offer some prayers for everyone. Sadie Belle, a little old-
er than her brother, was born at 10:13PM weighing 2lbs.3 oz. 
and 13.5 inches long and brother Cooper John born at 10:14PM 
weighing 2 lbs. 11oz and 14.5 inches long. The twins were born 
on  November 30th. 

 
Sadie Belle 

John Cooper 

 
The office  
will be closed  
New Year’s Day 
for the Holiday. 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday, January 9th, 
Jerri Lynn will not be in the of-
fice, but instead will attend a 
luncheon for all NIS congrega-
tional Administrative Assistants 
in Rockford at the Synod Office. 
Catherine Lundeen, archivist, 
from the ELCA office, will be 
speaking. Please pray for safe 
travels and good weather. 
 



 

An African American dish, traditionally eaten on New 
Year’s Day, mainly in the South. The first written recipe 
for Hoppin’ John appeared in The Carolina Housewife 
in 1847.  Most food historians generally agree that Hop-
pin’ John is an American dish with African/French/
Caribbean roots. There are variations to the recipe. 
. 
Hoppin’ John:  
Yield: 8 servings 
 
Ingredients: 
2 cups dried black-eyed peas 
1 pound lean slab bacon or 1 pound meaty ham hocks 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 large onion, chopped 
3 to 4 cloves of garlic, minced 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 
4 cups chicken broth/stock 
2 cups uncooked long-grain white rice 
1 bunch collard greens (washed, stems removed, and 
leaves torn) 
1 to 2 tablespoons cider vinegar 
Salt and black pepper to taste 
 
 
Before preparing the black-eyed peas, sort through them 
thoroughly for tiny pebbles or other debris.  Soak, rinse, 
and drain dried black-eyed peas.  Place black-eyed peas 
in a large soup pot over medium-high heat and cover 
with cold water; bring just to a boil.  Remove from heat; 
cover and let stand 1 to 2 hours.  Drain and rinse beans. 

If using bacon meat, heat bacon in skillet over medium- 
high heat for 3 to 4 minutes until partially cooked; re-
move bacon from skillet and set aside.  Drain most of the 
bacon fat and leave some in skillet to coat the bot-
tom.  Add onions and garlic and sauté for a couple 
minutes until onions appear translucent.  If you are using 
ham hocks, then use olive oil in the skillet to sauté on-
ions. 
 

Using the same large soup pot, over medium-high 
heat, add soaked black-eyed peas, partially cooked 
bacon or ham hock, onion, garlic, salt, pepper, and 
red pepper.  Add chicken broth; bring just to a 
boil.  Reduce heat to medium-low and cook for 1 1/2 
to 2 hours or until the peas are tender (do not boil as 
the beans will burst). 
Remove bacon or ham hock and cut into bite-size 
pieces.  Return meat to pot.  Stir in rice and collard 
greens; cover, and cook 20 to 25 minutes or until 
rice is tender and liquid is absorbed. 
Remove from heat, stir in vinegar and season to 
taste with salt and pepper. 

 
  On a side note: If you eat leftover Hoppin’ 
  John the day after New Year’s Day, then the 
   name changes to Skippin’ Jenny. 
  

                                        Happy New Year! 

Recipe Corner 

Council HIGHLIGHTS—December 

Annual Meeting 

January 27 

10:00AM 

Council met December 11.  

Pastor’s Report: Date set for new members to join. Wishes to focus on Mission Statement and mission of the Church for 2019.  

Treasurer’s Report: We are at 90% of the year and have brought in 75% of the budgeted revenue. Nan moved an additional 

$2000 from the McCarthy fund to cover expenses.  

Worship Committee: 2019 Lenten services will be the same as 2018 services. 

Property & Maintenance: Discussed the need for window well covers on the lower level. Waiting to hear from Master Garden-

ers for further landscaping proposals. Suggested scheduling work days for Spring cleanup. Work on Parsonage has begun. 

Caring: Assembled Christmas cards with an ornament for our shut-ins. Discussed: February Feed My Starving Children trip, 

mentors for new members, and meeting for those who marked Time & Abilities form for “how to care for community and world”. 

Old Business: Electronic giving is being set-up, will be updated to web page, and tests will be ran to ensure working properly. 

New Business: Raises approved. Budget increase. Need to present to congregation what we need to run the church. Get peo-

ple involved in mission of the church. 

 

These are just the highlights of the meeting, please find the full report on the bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs. 

https://whatscookingamerica.net/Vegetables/driedbeantip.htm
https://whatscookingamerica.net/onion.htm
https://whatscookingamerica.net/Q-A/RiceCooking.htm


 

  

Epiphany 
 
Just as Advent ends with Christmas, the Christian season of Christmas ends 
with Epiphany.  Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.”  In the 
early centuries of Christianity, Epiphany (along with Easter and Pentecost) 
was one of the three major Christian feasts.  Epiphany celebrated both 
Christ’s birth and his baptism.   
 
Beginning in the fourth century, the birth of Christ gradually became sepa-
rated from his baptism, and Epiphany became associated with the coming of the Magi.  Epiphany 
is on January 6th, and the baptism of Christ is celebrated on the Sunday after Epiphany.  The story 
of the Magi is told in Matthew 2.  The Magi were likely members of “a respected class of scholars 
who devoted themselves to the study of natural sciences, medicine, mathematics, astronomy, and 
astrology,” not kings as we sometimes refer to them:  “Nations shall come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your dawn” (from Isaiah 60).  Early Christians saw Jesus as the light who has 
come, and the Magi as the kings bringing their gifts of gold and frankincense:  “A multitude of 
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord” (from Isaiah 
60).  Matthew includes myrrh as one of the gifts, which is most likely where the idea of Three 
Kings comes from:  “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chest, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  
 
The significance of the Magi is not whether they were kings or scholars, but that they were Gen-
tiles.  When they saw the star they left all they had and knew to follow it.  They recognized the 
star as a sign of the Messiah, not only for the Jews, but for the Gentiles also.  On this day we cele-
brate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles—that is, to all people. 
 
Two themes are found in the story of the Magi.  The first is giving.  The tradition of giving gifts 
on Christmas originated because of the gifts that the Magi brought for the Christ child. Epiphany 
calls us to sacrificial giving of ourselves, like the Son of God becoming flesh to live among us.  
The second theme is of call and response.  The wise men saw the star and left all that was familiar 
to them, to follow the star knowing that it would lead them to something even better.  Epiphany 
calls us to move beyond the familiar.  That may mean paying more attention to our family, 
friends, or neighbors instead of taking them for granted.  It may mean giving up a bad habit.  It 
may mean changing the way we respond to the actions of others.  God loves us so much that he 
sent his Son to us, and asks us to love those around us.  We are called to witness to Jesus, the light 
that shines brightly in our midst. 
 
If you would like to read more about the seasons of the church year that call us to wait, prepare, 
repent, celebrate, receive and rejoice, I recommend the book that I used for this article:  “The Cir-
cle of Seasons – Meeting God in the Church Year” by Kimberly Conway Ireton.  

 
Happy New Year to All!!            



 

Dearly Beloved, 

 

Grace and peace to you. 

         Be alert at all times. 

                  —Luke 21.36 

 

You have to know how to look 

and where 

among the distress of the nations, 

the fear and foreboding, 

to see the little fig leaves, 

the subtle bursts of possibility, 

God's faint but certain emergences, 

the little gracelets that abound 

and clue you in  

on what is coming upon the world. 

Look for the child who endures, 

the woman who persists, 

the beauty that subverts,  

the love that sneaks in. 

Watch for the free, outlandish life 

that is not yet done arriving. 

“That's just the way it is” 

isn't the way it is.  

Look till you see. 

Dance till the music 

can't help but start. 

Don't miss a single birdsong. 

You may have to silence yourself, 

shed earbuds, turn off the TV,  

and the one in your head. 

The mercy that does not pass away 

shows itself to those who are watching. 

In the gray streets,  

among the rows and columns, 

the mystery keeps happening 

and happening 

and happening.  

 

Deep blessings, 

Pastor Steve 

__________________  

Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

Unfolding Light 

www.unfoldinglight.net 

 

 

Attention Youth and Parents 
On March 22nd starting at 6:30PM until 
March 23rd ending at 6:30 PM First 
Lutheran will be hosting a lock in that 
will be a World Vision 30 hour Famine 
event.  All youth age 13 and up are in-
vited to participate.  We will hold an 
informational meeting towards the end 
of February.   

Also joining us for the event will be 
Followers of Christ Lutheran Church 
in Plainfield IL.  It is, for me, one of 
the most meaningful group events that 
you can participate in.   Everyone 
needs to do this at least one time in 
their life.  Any questions or concerns 
please contact me directly.   I look for-
ward to sharing what this is all about in 
February.   Pastor Jonathan Black 

http://mail01.tinyletterapp.com/stevemgh/unfolding-light-be-alert/13126849-mail01.tinyletterapp.com/stevemgh/unfolding-light-not-too-late/11489385-www.unfoldinglight.net/?c=1acdaaf1-4623-4ed5-b5c2-f5b26bef4f13


 

Save the Date! 

Mark your 2019 Calendars 

for Saturday, February 23rd 

from 9-11AM. That is the 

day we are going to Feed My Starving Children. 

Watch for more information and sign-up sheet. 

https://www.fmsc.org/ 
 

Prayer Chain Partners 
8:30 AM—8:30 PM 

 
1. Jane Hyte - 630-552-7095  
2. Virginia Phelps - 630-552-3434  
3. Diane Schlesinger 630-552-7533 
4. Bev Vilmin 630-552-3550 
5. Theresa Bagg 815-786-5069 * 
6. Erin Gillman - 630-715-0843 * 
7. Staci Smith - 630-999-4117 * 
8. Karen DeBolt - 630-546-7451 * 
9. Kathy Benoit - 630-816-3366 * 
10. Brenda Albright - 630-277-6314 * 
 
 
(*) Texting capabilities. 

Offering Report 

As of December 16 
 

Received         $ 158,783.45 
Need            $ 194,286.50 
Short            $  (35,503.05)  
 
 
 

1/1 –12/16 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Bal.    
$20,334.78 

Income 
$182,534.00 

Expenses          
$194,561.22 

Ending Balance 
$ 8,307.56 

 OFFERINGS RECEIVED     
  

 

11/24 & 11/25    $ 2,204.23         

12/1 & 12/2    $ 2,707.48 

12/8 & 12/9        $ 4,672.90     

12/15 & 12/16    $ 3,214.39
       

 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

Need Per week  $3,885.73 
(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks) 

Please Pray For……. 
Sherry Anderson, Lori Black, Alice 
Crawford, Sue Hyte, Sherry Ill, Linda 
Landis, Marty Lincoln, Scott Lit-
tlejohn, Mary Olson,  Karla Reinbolt, 
and Judy Wuchte. 
 
Update on Andy Mack, he is doing  
well and we praise God we are remov-
ing him from the prayer list. Thank you 
for your prayers! 

 Do you know of some-
one who would be  
comforted by a Prayer 
shawl or Lap robe? 
These are wonderful 
items made with love 
by some of our mem-

bers. They make lovely gifts to give anytime of 
the year, but especially now as the weather is so 
bitter cold, you can add a little warmth to 
someone’s life. Please feel free to take one from 
the quilt rack at the back of the sanctuary for 
someone ill, grieving, or just struggling.  

Please pray for those serving in 
the  military. All gave some, 
some gave all. 

 
The Caring  Committee  

provides blood pressure 
checks for free. Every  
second Sunday of the 

month. They are given in the 
room located behind  the 

kitchen. Checks are  
conducted by nurses. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4   Erik Englehart 
5   Joe Anderson 
10  Sharon Brue & Anna Wennmacher 
14  Ryan Phillips 
15  Scott Englehart 
19  Karen DeBolt & Alex Porter 
21  Tim Kern 
25  Jeff Hoehn 
28  Margaret Briggs 
29  Donielle Anderson 
30  Mike Grommes 
 

 
 
 

 
        11– Ron & Kerin Skarr 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All of God’s people are invited to pray on  
behalf of others. Please set aside time to  
include the following members of the First  
Lutheran family in your daily prayers: 
 
 

JANUARY 
 
1- Shannon Tierney 
2- Dale & Karen Torkelson 
3-Joan Triantafillou 
4-Joe & Sheryll Trost 
5-Shirley Tucek 
6-Steve & Jayne Turner 
7-Ryan & Alycia Tyler 
8-Tim & Kathy Tyler 
9-Rex, Katelyn & Reid Vahl 
10-Beverly Vilmin 
11-Larry Weeks 
12-Tony, Emily, Piper, Ashlyn & Bo Weeks 
13-Jim & Carole Wehrs 
14-Louis & Dorella Wilson 
15-James, Laura, Olivia, Elizabeth & Reed Agajanian 
16-Bob & Paulette Albright 
17-Don & Brenda Albright 
18-Craig & Sandy Anderson 
19-Floyd & Sherry Anderson 
20-Joe, Donielle, Laila, Landon & Lyndee Anderson 
21-Keith, Jerri Lynn & Aden Baker 
22-Levi & Emily Baker 
23-Maggie Benoit 
24-Steve & Kathy Benoit 
25-Jonathan, Lori, Melissa, Kalyn, Abigail &  
      Elianna Black 
26-Todd & Lydia Boring 
27-Margaret Briggs 
28-Jennifer Brown 
29-Tommy Brown 
30-Wes Brown 
31-Will Brown 

 
PROMISES FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 
Promise to be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 
Promise to make all your friends feel that there is 
something special about them. 
Promise to look at the sunny side of everything 
and make your optimism come true. 
Promise to think only of the best, to work only for 
the best, and to make the best come true. 
Promise to be just as enthusiastic about the suc-
cess of others as you are about your own. 
 
Promise to forget the mistakes of the past and 
press on to greater achievements in the future.  
Promise to wear a cheerful expression at all times 
and to give every person a smile. 
Promise to give so much effort to the improve-
ment of yourself that you have no time to criticize 
others. 
Promise to be too big for worry, too noble for an-
ger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit 
the presence of trouble in our life.                                                                                                                                                    
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Collections for Kendall 
County Food Pantry 
Sunday School children are invited to donate 
canned goods and non-perishable food items 
for the Kendall County Community Food Pan-
try.  First Lutheran is always a drop-off loca-
tion for these items.  Food pantries experi-
ence shortages after the holidays, so January 
is a great time to donate. 
 
 

 
 
 
New Year Resolutions 
By Iram Khan 
Just think, think, 
Of things you can do. 
To make yourself better, 
Before the year’s through. 
Resolutions can be tough, 
Or simple as can be. 
Making resolutions, 
Are great for you and me! 
So what will you promise, 
To help yourself my dear, 
Through 2019, 
Have a Happy New Year! 

Sunday School Takes Winter Break 
There will be no Sunday School classes on De-
cember 23rd, 30th and January 6th.  Classes will 
resume on January 13th.  We wish safe travels 
to all during the holiday season. 
 
Holiday Thank You’ s 
What a delightful Sunday School Program!! 
This was the first year we have had the Sun-
day School Program as part of the worship 
service and we are hearing great compliments.  
The 3rd-6th students did a great job reading 
the Christmas story as a modern rhyme and 
everyone sang their hearts out!  Thanks to all 
the music leaders and teachers for preparing 
and practicing special performances.  Especial-
ly thank you to the students for doing such a 
great job singing and speaking! 
 
Special thanks to the adult secret pals who 
showered Christian love and special gifts to 
their Sunday School Secret Pals.  What a joy-
ful day as the children smiled from ear to ear 
while they opened their cards and gifts from 
their special anonymous angels. 
 

First Lutheran Sunday School children in grades preschool through 6th grade celebrated 

Christmas at their annual holiday program  on Sunday, Dec. 16th.  



 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE STAFF AND THEIR FAMILIES 

We wish you peace and happiness in the New Year!  We pray 2019 is a year of blessings.  

 
Pastor: Jonathan Black (Lori, Kalyn, Melissa, Abigail, & Elianna & Duke),  
Administrative Assistant: Jerri Lynn Baker (Keith & Aden),  
Treasurer: Nan Grommes (Mike), Financial Secretary: Ruth Ann Hoehn (Jeff),  
and Sexton: Laron Hafenrichter.  

Laron 

Duke, Lori, Pastor, Kalyn, Melissa, Abigail & Elianna 

Aden, Jerri Lynn & Keith 

Nan & Mike Ruth Ann 
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First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
churchsecretary1@sbcglobal.net 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Communion offered at both. 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a 
partial broadcast of the weekend 
Worship service airs on WSPY 
107.1 FM 
 
Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant: 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
churchsecretary1@sbcglobal.net 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Thur. 7:00 AM—1:00 PM 

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY ANCHOR— 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20TH 
Please submit articles by this date or before. 

Return Service Requested 


