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Lent is a unique time during the church year.  
We have extra services.  We have extra meal 
times together.   We focus on repentance and 
renewal.  The 40 days of Lent reminds us of 
the waiting period for God’s redemption expe-
rienced in the 40 days and 40 nights of Jesus 

in the wilderness, the 40 days it rained in the time of Noah, the 
40 years the people of Israel were in the desert before being al-
lowed to enter the promised land.  We walk in the footsteps of 
Jesus to the cross and with joy receive the good news of the res-
urrection. One writer likened the season of Lent to going to your 
annual physical with your doctor.   You take an annual physical 
not only to see if there is anything wrong with you right at that 
moment, but also to look ahead and see what there might be that 
could be an obstacle to one’s health in the future.  Doctors today 
are more holistic and so they ask about lifestyle choices, diet 
choices, stress levels and genetics and all of the things that you 
do in life that can affect your health. 
 This is one way we can look at our Lenten journey.  It is 
time for our annual spiritual checkup.  We not only look at where 
our faith life is right now, but we also look at our lifestyle, our 
family, our ability to turn things over to God monitoring our 
stress levels, our interactions with the world and discern anything 
negative that will affect our spiritual well-being.  The disciplines 
of Lent are meant to help us in this check-up.  The disciplines of 
Lent are meant to connect us to ourselves, our God and the 
world.  The disciplines of prayer, fasting, alms-giving and re-
pentance all lead us in the direction to make an honest assess-
ment of our spiritual well-being.  Repentance is not really about 
putting ourselves lower.  It is about an honest assessment of who 
we are at this point so that we can heed the doctor’s warning, 
heed God’s call for renewal of a healthy lifestyle and healthy re-
lationships that leads to abundance and joy.   May you desire to 
go for your spiritual check-up and find a way forward for better 
spiritual health.    
 

Pastor Black 

Readings for March 
 
 

3/319 
 Exodus 34:29-35 
 Psalm 99 
 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
 Luke 9:28-36 
 

3/6/19 

Ash Wednesday 
 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 Psalm 51:1=17 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

3/10/19 
 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
 Romans 10:8b-13 
 Luke 4:1-13 
 

3/17/19 
 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 Psalm 27 
 Philippians 3:17-4:1   
 Luke 13:31-35 
 

3/24/19 
 Isaiah 55:1-9 
 Psalm 63:1-8 
 1 Corinthians 10:1-13   
 Luke 13:1-9 

 

3/31/19 
 Joshua 5:9-12 
 Psalm 32 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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COMMUNION CLASSES 

First Communion Classes will be held at 11:15 AM, 
Sunday, April 7 & 14. 
 
Fifth grade students, or older students who have not 
received instruction for communion, are invited.  
Please contact the church office at 630/552-8263 

for more information, or to register your child. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
On Sunday, February 10th we welcomed Corey, Jennifer, Sarah & Ben and Renee & Oliver to the 
membership of First Lutheran Church. Please make them feel welcome by greeting them, if you 
haven't’ already. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS  

Beginning Ash Wednesday, March 6th and every Wednesday un-
til April 10th  we will hold our Annual Soup Suppers before 
Worship at 6:00PM. Soup will be served until just before the 
7:00 PM service.  

 
We are seeking volunteers to bring food items, 
help set up, serve  and clean up each Wednesday evening. There is a 
sign up sheet in the back of the sanctuary for those who can help. A 
basket will be on the counter for your free will offering to help sup-
port future Youth events. 

Please join us Wednesday evenings at 7:00PM, beginning 
Ash Wednesday, March 6th and ending with Wednesday, April 10th, for our 
Lenten Evening services. We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer. 
 

Corey & Jennifer Johnson, Sarah & Ben Renee Olsen & Oliver 
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Coddle is a traditional Irish dish. It 
is comfort food of the highest de-
gree; a hearty stew-like dish made 
from salty bacon, pork sausages, 
and potatoes. The name comes 
from the long, slow simmering or 
‘coddling’ of the dish.  
4 1/2lb potatoes, peeled 
1 pint boiled water 
1 chicken or beef stock cube (optional)
1lb good quality pork sausages 
1lb piece thick-cut bacon 
2 large onions, sliced 
1 tbs.  finely chopped fresh parsley salt 
and coarse ground pepper to serve 
 

Heat the oven to 425 degrees. 

In a large frying pan or skillet, heat 
the oil. Add the onions and cook 
over a medium heat for about 4 
minutes. 
Cut the bacon piece into 1/2-inch 
cubes. Add the bacon to the onions 
and stir well. 
Cut the sausages in half and add 
these to the onion and bacon. 
Raise the heat and, constantly stir-
ring, cook until the sausages start 
to brown. Take care not to burn the 
onions. 
In a heat proof casserole, place a 
layer of the onion, bacon, and sau-
sage mixture followed by the layer 
of sliced carrots and then a layer of 
potato. Season with salt and pep-
per. Repeat the layering until used 
up, finishing with a layer of potato. 

Carefully pour over the stock. Cov-
er with a lid or a double layer of 
aluminum foil. 
Place in the center of the oven and 
cook for 45 minutes. Take a peek to 
make sure the coddle isn't drying 
out (if necessary top up with a little 
boiling water but don't flood the 
stew). 
Lower the heat to 350 degrees and 
cook for a further 30 minutes, until 
bubbling and the potatoes are thor-
oughly cooked. Remove from the 
oven and rest for 10 minutes before 
serving. 

 

Serve with Irish soda bread to soak 
up all the lovely juices in the dish, 
as is the Irish way, and enjoy!   

Recipe Corner 

Council Highlights—January 27th, 2019 

New Officers voted in for your 2019 Council. 

Wally Hamlin, President 

Ryan Phillips, Vice President 

Diane Kupp,  Secretary 

The Minutes for the Annual meeting and 

the  meeting that followed with the 

new Council can be found on the 

bulletin board at the bottom of the 

stairs leading to the Fellowship hall. 

 

Do you know someone who would be 
comforted by a PRAYER SHAWL or 
LAP ROBE? Please feel free to take 
one from the quilt rack at the back of the 
sanctuary.  These beautiful items are 
made by members of First Lutheran 
Church for 
you to give 
to a sick or 
grieving 
friend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget to set your clocks 
ahead one hour Saturday, March 
9th, before bed time! We’d hate for 
you to be late to Church.  

PARSONAGE UPDATE LSSI and Open Door are 
not able to make use of the parsonage for a group 
home for various reasons.  At this time we would 
have exhausted all of the current ministry ideas 

and would like to use the parsonage as a rental 
property.  The council will be voting on it at 

the March meeting and would like to use 
these 4 weeks to receive comments that an-
yone has.  Please ask Pastor or any of the 

council members if you have questions or con-
cerns.  Being a rental property the church will 
maintain the right to convert it back to housing 
for a church worker, whether it be a pastor or a 
youth worker or an intern or whatever other min-
istry idea arises  

https://www.thespruceeats.com/irish-soda-bread-recipe-435201
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William Walsham How (Dec. 13, 1823 – Aug. 10, 1897) was the son 

of a Shrewsbury solicitor.  He was educated at Shrewsbury School, Wad-

ham College, Oxford and University College, Durham. He was ordained in 

1846, and was active in parish work in and around London for more than 

thirty years.   

In 1851 he became Rector of Whittington and it was during this period at 

Whittington that he wrote the majority of his published works.  During 

this time he founded the first public library in Oswestry.  In 1863–1868 he 

wrote a Commentary on the Four Gospels.  He also wrote a manual for the Holy Communion with the 

title "Holy Communion, Preparation and Companion...together with the Collects, Epistles and Gos-

pels."  This book was widely distributed and many copies still survive today.  He wrote several hymns 

found in our hymnal, including “O Word of God Incarnate”, “We Give Thee but Thine Own”, and 

“For All the Saints”.  

 

In 1879 he became a bishop in a province in the East end of London.  When he came to East London 

"he found great need of women's help for the poor in the huge parishes of his diocese." He planned to 

establish a Deaconess Community in the area and applied to the (West) London Diocesan Deaconess 

Institution. LDDI sent Sister Louisa in 1880 and the East London Diocesan Deaconess Institution was 

founded at Sutton Place, Hackney. Deaconess Sisters worked in various East London parishes and 

eventually the Institution became the All Saints Deaconess Home at Meynell Crescent (1894-1924). 

A few of the remaining Sisters joined the London Diocesan Deaconess Institution which continued 

work in the East End.  

 

He died while on holiday in Ireland, on August 10, 1897 in Leenane, County Mayo. Although there is 

a marble memorial to him in Wakefield Cathedral, he was buried in Whittington, Shropshire, where 

he had been rector for 28 years.  There is also a memorial plaque to him inside the London city church 

of St Helen's, Bishopsgate, bearing the line "Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest" from his hymn, 

"For All the Saints".  

 

The tune for “O Word of God Incarnate” is called MUNICH.  Given its geographical roots, it’s fairly 

certain that the tune is named after the German city of Munich.   It traces as far back as 1593 in Dres-

den, Germany.  A version from a 1693 Gesangbuch (hymnal) is still used for "O Gott, du frommer 

Gott" (“O God, You Pious God”).  Felix Mendelssohn's adaptation of that tune for the quartet "Cast 

Thy Burden upon the Lord" in the oratorio Elijah (1846) is the most recent step in shaping MUNICH 

as we find it in modern English hymnals. Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (b. 1809 Hamburg, Germany; 

d. 1847 Leipzig, Germany) was the son of banker Abraham Mendelssohn and the grandson of philos-

opher Moses Mendelssohn. His Jewish family became Christian and took the Bartholdy name (name 

of the estate of Mendelssohn's uncle) when baptized into the Lutheran church. Mendelssohn had his 

first public performance at the age of nine and by the age of sixteen had written several symphonies. 

Profoundly influenced by J. S. Bach's music, he conducted a performance of the Bach’s St. Matthew 

Passion at the age of 20. He traveled widely, becoming well known in countries other than Germany, 

and became familiar with various styles of music. He left a rich treasury of music for organ and piano, 

overtures, oratorios, choral works, and symphonies.  

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrewsbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solicitor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrewsbury_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadham_College,_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadham_College,_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_College,_Durham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whittington,_Shropshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/For_All_the_Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Mayo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wakefield_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishopsgate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/For_all_the_saints
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ON-LINE GIVING First Lutheran now has the ability to provide an on-line giving option.  We are 
using Vanco as our provider which is preferred by the ELCA. Please go to the web page for the 
church http://www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com/ and click on the banner on the first page that 
says Online Donation.  This takes you to the page to set up your giving. There is a fee associated 
with the transaction, but we hope the convenience will enable more opportunities for people to 
take part in the mission of the congregation. You will be asked specifically where you would like 
your donation to go and the frequency of it.  Please feel free to contact Pastor Black or Ruth Ann 
Hoehn with questions. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR….. 
Paul & Cindy Alsup, Maralina  
Angarone, Sherry Anderson, Lori 
Black, Alice Crawford, Sue Hyte, 
Sherry Ill, Linda Landis, Marty  
Lincoln, Mary Olson, Karla  
Reinbolt, Judy Wuchte, for those 
serving in the Military and our First 
Responders. 

TRYING TO DO OUR PART! 
Making small changes can make the 
transition easier to do our part in 
helping to protect our environment. 

This too is Stewardship. 
 
Beginning this year the Church is providing 
biodegradable soup bowls for our Lenten 
soup suppers. It is one small affordable step 
we can take to get away from the use of 
Styrofoam to help planet earth. 
 
Please consider giving up Styrofoam and 
plastic this Lenten season and beyond. May-
be you can help further by bringing your own 
coffee cup or perhaps your own spoon to the 
soup suppers. 
 
“It takes 500 years to forever for 
Styrofoam to degrade”.  It is not recyclable.  
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/
resources/1543-measuring-biodegradability  
 

Please continue to remember the 

families and friends affected by the 

shootings, and those who bore  

witness, at Henry Pratt in Aurora on 

Feb. 15th. Let us not forget them in 

their grief.   

http://www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com/


OFFERINGS RECEIVED     
  

 

1/23 (Vanco)        $       44.08         

1/26 & 1/27    $  1,674.45 

2/2 & 2/3        $  3,783.52    

2/6 (Thrivent)     $     152.80   

2/8         (Vanco)       $    136.51 

2/9 & 2/10              $ 4,014.10 

2/16 & 2/17            $ 2,341.48              

      

 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

Need Per week  $3,957.80 
(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks) 

 
 
 

 
 

As of February 17 
 

Received         $  21,250.27 
Need            $  27,632.53 
Short            $  (6,382.26)  
 
 
 

1/1 –2/18 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Bal.    
$1,961.91 
Income 

$27,224.36  
(includes 5,000 savings) 

Expenses          
$22,154.59 

Ending Balance 
$ 7,031.68 

 
 

Offering Report 

PRAYER CHAIN PARTNERS  
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM 

 

1. Jane Hyte - 630-552-7095  
2. Virginia Phelps - 630-552-3434  
3. Diane Schlesinger 630-552-7533 
4. Bev Vilmin 630-552-3550 
5. Theresa Bagg 815-786-5069 * 
6. Erin Gillman - 630-715-0843 * 
7. Staci Smith - 630-999-4117 * 
8. Karen DeBolt - 630-546-7451 * 
9. Kathy Benoit - 630-816-3366 * 
10. Brenda Albright - 630-277-6314 * 
 

Those with a * use texting capabili-
ties. 
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HONEY POT NEWS! 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated to the Honey pot to 
help save the bees! We 
raised $56.86! It will go a 
long way to not only help the 
bees, but to help individuals 
in the sustainable develop-
ment ministries of the ELCA 
World Hunger. 
 
Together we are giving gifts 
that grow the church, fight 
hunger and transform lives.  

Congrats to Luke Englehart on winning 
the Giant Hershey Kiss in our BEE My 
Valentine Coloring Contest.  
 
Kids be sure to get your picture off the 
board in the back of the Church. There is 
a small gift attached to your picture! 
Thank you for all your great coloring! 
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   1 Ellie Maaske & Greyson Colbert 
   4 Ellie Campbell 
  6 Jonathan Jensen 
   9 Jennifer Brown 
 10 Ryan Englehart 
 12 Joe Trost, Sheryll Trost &  
        Ryan Tyler 
 14 Paige Phillips 
 17 Becky Klatt & Gaige Feitl 
 18 Nancy Martin & Erin Gillman 
 19 Madilyn Zitt 
 26 Carter Meyer 
 27 Laura Nicoletti 
 31 Carole Wehrs 
 

 
 
 
                
 

 
27  Tim & Diane Kupp 
28  Don & Brenda Albright 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please set aside a little time each day to pray 
for your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

MARCH 
 

1   Carl & Joanne Johnson 
2   Corey, Jennifer, Sarah & Ben Johnson 
3   Greg, Candy, Brooke & Cole Johnson 
4   James Johnson 
5   Wayne & Cozette Jones 
6   Tim & Vicki Kern 
7   Becky Klatt 
8   Connie Kolzow 
9   Gil & Shirley Krause 
10 Dan & Sarah Kuntzman 
11 Tim & Diane Kupp 
12 Linda Landis 
13 Marty & Val Lincoln 
14 Luis, Margaret, Liam & Hunter Lomeli 
15 The Henry Pratt Survivors & First Responders 
         For the 1 month anniversary 
16 Dave, Cindy & Ellie Maaske 
17 Jacob Maaske 
18 Lucas Maaske 
19 Nancy Martin 
20 Mary McHugh & Autumn 
21 Darrell & Kathy Meyer 
22 Lee, Kelsey, Carter & Cullen Meyer 
23 Andy, Laura & Sara Nicoletti 
24 Renee & Oliver Olsen 
25 Glenn Olson 
26 Matt, Theresa, Abigail & Natalie Papaeliou 
27 Mike & Deb Pease 
28 Virginia Phelps 
29 Ryan, Melissa, Paige & Grady Phillips 
30 Bob & Mary Kay Pilmer 
31 Alex, Christine & Eamon Porter 
 

We would like to thank the 
members of First Lutheran 
and Pastor Black for their 
support, cards, and many 

prayers, for both of us, as Marty went 
through his second bout of cancer. His pet 
scan showed no cancer, so no more chemo 
treatments!  Yeah!  He is still dealing with 
low platelets and numbness in his fingertips 
and toes.  We ask for continued prayers to 
overcome these after effects from the 
chemo.  May the Lord bless all of you who 
continually pray for those in need and 
thanks be to our Lord and Savior for hearing 
our prayers! 
Sincerely, 
Marty & Valerie Lincoln 
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Parents Encouraged to Join Together 
to Host Fellowship Time 
For years, we have all enjoyed sweet treats, home-
made breads, egg casseroles and fruit during the Fel-
lowship Time after the Sunday morning church ser-
vice.  We could use more members and families to 
join together to host a Sunday or two this year.  
Share the love (and good recipes!)  Please sign up on 
the sheet on the bulletin board at back of the church. 
 

Secret Pals are Sneaky… 
Our adult secret pals have been SHINING during the 
recent holidays!  Christmas greetings and Valentine 
hearts were everywhere!  The mailboxes of Sunday 
School students have been stuffed full of joy and 
love!  Students are even beginning to send thank you 
notes in return. We hope everyone is enjoying this 
fun event! 
 

Look for Great Changes in the VBS 
Format This Summer 
Watch this newsletter and weekly bulletins for excit-
ing information about new plans for Summer Vaca-
tion Bible School.  We are planning to move the 
event to evening, so more students and families can 
enjoy this fun, fellowship event.  We will offer an 
evening meal for families, songs, lessons, crafts and 
more fun!  Any high school or college students who 
may be interested in helping, please contact Kathy 
Benoit.  This looks great on college applications and 
makes you feel good giving back to the children and 
community!   
 
Donate to the Lenten Soup Suppers 
There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the church for 
those interested in donating soup, bread or dessert 
for the weekly Lenten Soup Suppers!  All donations 
go to the Youth/Education Committee. 

 

Donations Accepted for 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday School staff will be busy stuffing plastic eggs 
for the Easter Sunday egg hunt.  Donations of individ-
ually wrapped small candy (kisses, tootsie rolls, etc.) 
will be happily accepted.  Hard candy is not recom-
mended, because some of the children are too small to 
enjoy these.  Thanks!!  
 

 
Fun Bowl on March 10 
Everyone is invited for an afternoon of fun and enter-
tainment at Plano Hometown Lanes on Sunday, March 
10th at 1 PM.  Small donation per person (ball and 
shoes are included) for two games of “Fun & Crazy 
Bowling.”  Colored pins and prizes are added incen-
tives.  You may bring your own bowling ball.  Join our 
Methodist and Baptist friends for an afternoon of fami-
ly fun! 

 
Mark Your Calendar 
Wednesday, March 6 – Ash Wednesday 
Sunday, March 10 – Fun Bowl at Hometown Lanes 
Friday-Saturday, March 22-23 – 30 Hour Famine 

for Middle & High School Students 
Sundays, April 7 & 14 – First Communion Classes at 

10:45 AM 
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday Procession – 9:00 

AM Service 
Friday, April 19 – Good Friday Events for Kids from 

10 AM-Noon 
Sunday. April 21 – Easter Sunday 

Children decorate Easter cross after Sunrise Ser-
vice and are invited to Easter Egg Hunt at approxi-
mately 8:45 a.m.  There is no Sunday School this 
day. 

Sunday, May 5 – Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, May 19 – Awards Sunday/Secret Pals  
                                Revealed 

 

Sunday School Snippets    
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Barefoot Weekend at First Lutheran! 
  

As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"  
Romans 10:13 
  

On April 27th/28th The Stewardship Committee is asking you to prayerfully consider to, 
“leave behind” your  "gently worn" shoes at the Altar, on Barefoot Weekend and to 
"walk" with Jesus.  
 
Many of us take footwear for granted. Most of the world does not have one adequate 
pair of shoes. It's not just the kids who need shoes, but adults too. It doesn’t just have to 
be the shoes off your feet, maybe you have other shoes laying around you are not walk-
ing in or maybe you’d like to purchase a new pair to give. We can use any new or gently 
used shoes to make a difference in someone's life.  
  

What we’d like to stress is Barefoot Weekend is more than just giving up: it's also about 
experiencing what it’s like to not have shoes. In some countries that might mean walking 
for miles on a dirt road to bring water back to your home, every day. Barefoot Weekend 

is a way to help us feel, if just for a short time, while you worship, walk to fellowship, 
walk to your car, just a tiny bit of time to not have shoes on your feet to walk.  
 
On Saturday/Sunday, April 27th/28th we will have time set aside for you to leave your 
shoes at the Altar, to leave them as a sacrifice, and experience life through someone else’s 
feet. We hope you will join us. 
  
"What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one says to him, 'Go, I wish 
you well; keep warm and fed, but does nothing about his physical needs what good is it?"    James 
2:14-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We do understand some of you may not, for whatever reason, be able walk out of Church barefoot, or in 
your socks, so we stress, please be sure to bring a "spare pair" of shoes with you to put on before you leave.  



200 N Center Street 

Plano, IL  60545 

First Lutheran Church 

Plano, Illinois 

Phone: 630-552-8263 

Fax: 630-552-7198 

Email:  

churchsecretary1@ sbcglobal.net 

Website: 
firstlutheranchurchplano.com 

Facebook: 
https://

www.facebook.comFirstLutheran
ChurchOfPlanoIl  &  
Hit the LIKE button! 

 

 

WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Saturday Worship:          5:00 PM 

Sunday Worship:           9:00 AM 
 

Communion offered at both  

Sunday services. 

Wednesday Lenten services  

March 6—April 10 at 7PM 
 

RADIO MINISTRIES: Every Sunday 

at 10:00 AM - a partial broadcast 

of the weekend Worship service 

airs on WSPY 107.1 FM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor:   

 Reverend Jonathan Black 

 E-mail:   

 firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 

 

 Administrative Assistant:  

 Jerri Lynn Baker 

 E-mail:  

 churchsecretary1@sbcglobal.net 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thur. 7:00 am–1:00 pm 

    

Deadline for April Anchor 
Anchor: Sunday, March 17 

Please submit    
articles by this date or before.  

Return Service Requested 

 

Statement of Purpose 
 

Because God loves the world, 
we live and work together to:  
      *Grow As Disciples  
      *Nurture other Disciples  
      *and Make New Disciples 
for the Kingdom of God! 

2019 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl

