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Often during this time of year (especially around 
Thanksgiving), people start looking to the needs of oth-
ers in the area of hunger.  This congregation is offered 
many opportunities to help on this issue.  You can help 
by donating food items to the county food pantry, many 
of you helped with writing letters to your congress peo-

ple to encourage nutrition programs throughout the world, many have ex-
perienced their sweat in helping package food during a Feed My Starving 
Children event, and there is always giving. The ELCA has done very well 
in collecting donations for World Hunger. Since there are so many differ-
ent ways to help, and sometimes we are just overwhelmed with the issues, 
it is good to take a step back and see the big picture, the how’s and the 
why’s of what we do.  

 
The world hunger approach from the ELCA  division on world hunger is 
this: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me. – Matthew 
25:35  

 
God richly provides for daily bread — the earth can produce enough food 
for everyone. Yet, many of our sisters and brothers still go hungry. By 
providing immediate relief to those who are hungry, we meet basic needs 
and recognize the universal human right to food. But ending hunger is 
about more than food. By connecting people with the resources they need 
to produce food and gain access to clean water, education, health care and 
sources of income, long-term, sustainable change can be accomplished.  

 
We start with relationships marked by conversation and listening. We be-
lieve people know their own communities best. It is our congregations and 
our global companion churches that first identify the local needs and relat-
ed solutions to help make a difference. Then, we partner with communities 
to help make those solutions a reality.  
 
Working through ELCA congregations, global companion churches, The 
Lutheran World Federation and other partners like Bread for the World, 
Church World Service, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and 
Lutheran World Relief, the ELCA reaches more places more effectively 
than we could ever do alone. In addition to funding relief and development 
projects that assist our sisters and brothers in need, we engage members of 
the ELCA in education and advocacy to help change the systems that per-
petuate poverty.   
 
From my perspective, this is a bold and complicated goal.  Thankfully we 
have many people skilled in these areas that we can trust to do the difficult 
work on our behalf.  Pray for those that try to end world hunger, pray for 
those that make decisions that affect the lives of millions.  Remember to 
give as you are able and how God has blessed you.   

 
Pastor Black 

Readings for  
November 2019 

 
 

November 2 & 3 
Elijah at Mount Carmel 

1 Kings 18:20-39 

Mark 9:2-4 

 

November 9 & 10 

Hosea 
Hosea 11:1-9 

Mark 10:13-14 

 

November 16 & 17 
Isaiah’s Vineyard Song  

Isaiah 5:1-7, 11:1-5 

Mark 12:1-3 

 

November 23 & 24 

Josiah’s Reform 

2 Kings 22:1-10, 23:1-3 

Luke 24:30-32 
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Crunchy Orange Spice Snack 
Mix 
 
This recipe comes from Anne 
Sears. It was served at Fellowship 
hour and boy was it yummy! 
 
Ingredients 
6 oz. Bugles original flavor snack 
12 oz. mixed nuts-pecans, cash-
ews and almonds 
2 egg whites 
1 1/3 C sugar 
2 tsp. ground cinnamon 
1 C dried cranberries or cherries 

Directions 
 
Heat oven to 275 degrees.  
Grease jelly roll pan, 15 1/2 by 
10 1/2 by 1 inch. 
Mix snacks and nuts in large 
bowl. Beat egg whites, orange 
juice, sugar and cinnamon in a 
small bowl, using a wire whisk 
or hand beater, until foamy. 
Pour over snack mixture; stir 
until evenly coated. Spread in 
pan. Bake uncovered for about 
an hour, stirring every 15 
minutes. Add the cranberries 
the last 15 minutes. Cool com-
pletely and store in airtight con-
tainer. Makes 20 1/2 cup serv-
ings.  

Anne is re-
tired from the 
Plano School 
district. She 
teaches 3rd 
& 4th grade 
Sunday 
school. She 

loves to travel, is very in-
volved in Plano’s Historical 
organization &  
4-H as well as several other 
organizations. Most Tues-
day mornings she is here 
sewing with the Quilters. 
Anne has a sister Barb and 
both have attended here for 
many years. 
 

Recipe Corner 

TIME & ABILITY SHEETS—A better description of some of the areas. 
1) Adult education video based learning on Sunday mornings (or another time).  This would be 

done through a TV and DVD player.  It does not need someone to lead, only to set up and play 
the lesson. There are a lot of options. The three options I am posing right now are the Old Testa-
ment, The New Testament, and Archaeology and the Bible. Each of these three are taught by 
the top lecturers in their field in the whole of the country. I have watched them and they are re-
ally interesting. 

2) Saturday retreat.  I have two types in mind. 
a.  Using prepare/enrich materials.  Participants will be able to get a snap shop of their mar-

riage relationship and get very specific feedback.  Participants would gain skills for communi-
cation, conflict resolution and others in a non- threatening environment.  This format is useful 
for anyone who is in a relationship, it need not be one that has challenges. 

b.  The second option is to do a retreat on family systems.  Participants can reflect on the struc-
ture of an immediate family and an extended family, effects of birth order, peer relationships 
and much more.  I would strongly encourage to make use of this free resource for one or the 
other retreat. 

These are areas that I am skilled at leading and would love to have the community take advantage 
of the area of expertise.   Pastor Black  

 
We invite you to help us decorate the Church for Advent. Join us on Saturday, No-
vember 30th at 9AM.  
 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the  wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'"   Mark 1:1-3 
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QUILTER’S THANK YOU! Thanks to Floyd Anderson for taking the quilts from 
FLC to Joliet. This year we sent 56 quilts, thanks to the work of the following: Pam 
Anderson, Juanita Burton, Virginia Phelps, Carol Robinson, Diane Schlesinger, Sonja 
Schufelt, Anne Sears, Bev Vilman, Carole Wehrs and Dorella Wilson. We also want to 
thank those that have made 
the lovely prayer shawls 
and lap robes: Abigail 
Black, Ruth Ann Hoehn,  
Joanne Johnson and Diane 
Schlesinger. Please feel free 
to take one of these shawls 
or robes – they will be wel-
come now that the weather 
is getting cooler. 

 

On Tuesday, October 8th, Mary Olson, one 
of our First Lutheran family, passed from 
death to Eternal life. Mary is the sister of 
Cora Hughes, Dorella Wilson and Virgil 
Hyte all members here at First Lutheran. 
She is also the sister of Ruth Anthenat and 
Nancy Hyte, friends to many here at First. 

Happy Anniversary First Lutheran!
Thank you to everyone who helped us 
celebrate our 136th Anniversary with 
signing letters to our State Senators 
and Representatives to help end Hun-
ger, and donating bread to give to the 
Kendall County Food Pantry, as well 
as your monetary donations. 

And Sorrows…. 
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For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a 
drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.' Matthew 25:35-36 

What would your response be in this situation? 

I’m sure that all of you have stories to tell about Sept. 11, 2001.  I remember watching the 
news in disbelief and horror. I also remember how strange it was to go outside and look up 
and not see or hear planes flying overhead – very eerie!  I remember hearing about the air-
space above the US being shut down and planes being forced to land as quickly as possible at 
the closest airport. There had never before in the history of American aviation been such a 

command.  There were many stories on the news of people being stranded across the US. What I hadn’t thought about 
was how international flights were affected. Approximately 400 planes were heading to the US, mostly from Europe. Some 
were able to return to where they had flown from, but the only option for most was to land in Canada.  More than 250 
flights, carrying almost 44,000 passengers were diverted to 15 Canadian airports. 38 of the planes (6595 passengers and 
crew members) landed in Gander, Newfoundland, whose population is barely 10,000 people. I found out about this story 
when I first heard about the musical “Come From Away” that tells the story about the passengers and the people in the 
town of Gander that welcomed them on Sept. 11.  Gander was at one time a very busy airport. Before jet engines and the 
Boeing 747 with its increased fuel capacity, Gander was a military base, and the airport was where both military and com-
mercial flights landed to refuel for transatlantic flights. The airport in Gander eventually was handling only about a half doz-
en smaller private planes or military planes each day. On Sept 11 there were 38 planes that landed there.  Keep in mind 
that there was no way to know if terrorists may have been on any of those planes. No one knew how long the airspace over 
the US would be closed. These passengers were from many different countries and many didn’t speak English. There were 
people of different ages and medical needs. Initially the people on the planes hadn’t been told about what had happened in 
New York, at the Pentagon, or in Pennsylvania. This was before cell phones were common or not very reliable.  Even after 
landing it was quite a while before passengers and crew were allowed to leave the plane. Some people were on those 

planes for over 24 hours.   

When they were finally allowed to leave the planes, after passing through security and customs, the citizens of Gander met 
the exhausted stranded passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and goodwill.  The people of Gander greet-
ed them with a feast prepared by the townspeople. Local bus drivers who had been on strike came off the picket lines to 
transport the passengers to the various shelters set up in local schools and churches. Linens, toiletries and clean clothes 
were bought and donated. A middle school was set up to provide showers, and access to phones, computers, email, and 
televisions, allowing the passengers to get in touch with family and follow the news.  For the better part of a week, nearly 
every man, woman, and child in Gander and the surrounding small towns stopped what they were doing so they could 
help. They placed their lives on hold for a group of strangers and asked for nothing in return. They affirmed the basic good-

ness of man at a time when it was easy to doubt such humanity still existed. 

I couldn’t get enough of the inspiring stories about the passengers on the planes and people in the towns around Gander 
that put their lives on hold to take care of strangers.  I’ve read two books and saw the musical “Come From Away.” I would 
highly recommend the musical and the book “The Day the World Came to Town” by Jim Defede. Kevin Tuerff wrote a book 
called “Channel of Peace” that was the inspiration for the musical.  The musical was nominated for 7 Tony awards and won 
for Best Direction of a Musical. Tuerff writes in his book how he was inspired by the story of Gander and began a program 
with his employees based on the idea behind the movie “Pay it Forward.” On Sept 11, 2002, he formed teams of two em-
ployees, handed $100 to each team, closed the office for the day, and sent his employees out to perform random acts of 
kindness and to remind people that it was the anniversary of 9/11 and encourage others to pay it forward by doing some-
thing for a stranger that day.  There are some ideas on ways to pay it forward in the book “Channel of Peace.” Some sug-
gestions are to thank first responders with a note, or gifts of food; offer a cup of coffee to a stranger; feed a parking meter 
that has expired; volunteer.  Other ideas can be found at www.911day.org 

Ruth Ann’s Ramblings 

http://www.911day.org


 
As of October 20 

Received       $ 141,733.68 
Need          $ 166,155.53 
Short          $  (24,421.85)  

 

1/1 –10/20 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Bal.    
$1,961.91 
Income 

$66,359.58 
Expenses          

 $162,273.15 
Ending Balance 

$6,048.34 
 
 

Offering Report 
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OFFERINGS RECEIVED     
  

 

9/29                  $ 3,001.53        

10/6        $ 2,902.72 

10/13                     $ 3,786,66   

10/20                  $ 3,369.87
       

GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
Need Per week  $3,957.80 

(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   HIGHLIGHTS OF  SEPTEMBER MEETING 
• Approval of Staff Accounts position.  
• Adult Education Videos available, Equipment needed to 
view them. Approval given for up to $600  

• Small apartment rented, Parsonage has been shown 
• Laptop has been replaced 
• Coffee Mug Rack to be hung in Kitchen 
• Small Group Sessions going well 
 
For the complete Council minutes please refer to the bulletin board at the bottom of 
the stairs leading into the Fellowship hall. 

PRAYER CHAIN  
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM 

 

1. Jane Hyte - 630.552.7095  
2. Virginia Phelps - 630.552.3434  
3. Diane Schlesinger 630.552.7533 
4. Bev Vilmin 630.552.3550                  
5. *Theresa Bagg 815.786.5069  
6. *Erin Gillman - 630.715.0843 
7. *Staci Smith - 630.999.4117 
8. *Karen DeBolt - 630.546.7451 
9. *Kathy Benoit - 630.816.3366 
10. *Brenda Albright - 630.277.6314 
11. *Jerri Lynn Baker—630.430.9025 
12. *Kathy Stuttle—815.768.5431 
 

Those with a * receive Text Message 

Don’t forget to 

set your clocks 

back 1 hour on 

Saturday evening, 

Nov. 2nd before 

going 

to 

bed. 

 

The Caring For God’s Creation 
Committee is happy to announce the 
addition of a coffee cup rack! To reduce 
waste from disposable cups, this new 
initiative will help us to reduce our car-
bon footprint. Virgil Hyte has graciously 
built and donated the rack which now 
hangs on the wall in the kitchen. Thank 
you for the continued support.  
Ryan Phillips and the  
High school class. 
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On Saturday & Sunday, November 2nd & 3rd  
we take time to remember our members 
who have passed from death to Eternal life 
this year.  Everyone will have an opportunity 
to light a candle for their loved ones. 
We remember especially ……. 

Mary Olson & Judy Wuchte. 
 
“53For this perishable body must put on imperisha-
bility, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
54When this perishable body puts on imperishability, 
and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled:  
 "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
 55"Where, O death, is your victory? 
 Where, O death, is your sting?"  

Special Wednesday Evening  

Advent Worship Service 

Mark your December calendar and please 
join us on Wednesday evening,  

December 11th at 
7:00PM  

for a special  

Advent Worship, 
service, with a 

special time at the 
end to sing 
Christmas songs.  

There is a display of books from 
our Church Library in the back of 
the Sanctuary on Death, Grief and 
Loss. Please check 
out any book you like 
and return after you 
finish reading. 

My Course is Run  
Praise God,  
My Course is Run 
 
My course is run. Praise God, 
my course is run, My Jesus 
welcomes me. Farewell, my 
friends, my work on earth is 
done, The heav’nly goal I see. My dear Re-
deemer’s praises voicing, I leave this world 
with great rejoicing. My course is run. My 
course is run. 
 
My course is run. My Jesus took from me 
upon Himself my guilt. Upon the cross, the 
bitter, shameful tree, for me His blood He 
spilt, thus by His death and grace abounding 
for me a refuge surely founding. My course 
is run. My course is run. 
 
My course is run. Now I am free from need, 
From dangers, fear, and dread. With 
heaven’s bread the Lord will now me feed, 
High honors on me shed. Now I will hear the 
angels singing, sweet songs of seraphim are 
ringing. My course is run. My course is run. 
 
My course is run. Praise God, my course is 
run, My Jesus welcomes me. Farewell, my 
friends, my work on earth is done, the 
heav’nly goal I see. Freed from all trouble 
and repining, I see the open heaven shining. 
My course is run. My course is run. Amen 
 
Andreas Gryphius, 1726 
Translated in 1937 by August Zich.  
#599 from The Lutheran Hymnal (1941) 
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  2 Cullen Meyer 
  4 Cole Johnson 
  6 Randy Jensen 
10 Harper Gillman 
12 Cindy Maaske 
13 Lori Black & Sue Huston 
17 Sue Hyte 
18 Cora Hughes 
24 Kerin Skarr 
25 Linda Stonecipher 
28 Karen Torkelson 
 

 
 
 
 
   
    

8 Eric & Erin Gillman &  
 Lee & Kelsey Meyer 
11  Leon & Bobbie Dettman 
20  Matt & Theresa Papaeliou 
23 Jonathan & Lori Black 
25 Bob & Paulette Albright 
27 Alex & Christine Porter 

Please commit to prayer, hope and 
meditation for a few moments every 
day this month.  
 
 
1 - Thank God for the privilege of seeing 
another month  

2 - Commit November into the hands of the Lord 
3 - Give thanks for small blessings 
4 – Find a quiet place for even  just 5 minutes  
5 – Pray for the unity of this Church 
6 -  Pray for our volunteers  
7 – Pray for Women ostracized in their community 
8 – Pray for our Sunday school staff & children  
9 – Pray for those too weak to stand 
10 – Pray for the women who nurture you 
11 – Pray for the women in the  military 
12 – Pray for the mothers of deployed military peoples 
13 – Meditate on the words, “on the night He was   
        betrayed.  
14 – Pray for all who suffer domestic violence 
15 – Meditate on “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
16 – Pray for Paul, Cindy, Sherry A., Lori, Alice, Sue,  
        Sherry I., Linda, Marty, Karla, and Wilma 
17 – Pray for those affected by suicide 
18 – Seek out someone to be kind to 
19 – Stop and enjoy the Sunrise 
20 – Dance before the Lord and delight 
21 – Pray for Pastor Black 
22 – Pray for Pastor Black’s family 
23 – Pray for all those who are traveling 
24 – Pray for First Lutheran staff 
25 – Mediate on what it means to be at peace 
26 – Pray that comfort is given to all who hurt 
27 – Seek out little wonders and thank God you have 
         eyes to see 
28 – Send praises of Thanksgiving for all you have 
29 – Pray for those who have little or nothing 
30– Thank God for seeing you through the month 
 
How to Pray:  
Down on your knees, or up on your feet, 
Head bowed or looking to the sky, 
Hands folded or reaching up,  
In a closet or outside in fresh air 
Words in your head or yelling at the top of your lungs, 
God hears our prayers however we offer them. 

The Worship hours 
for Christmas Eve 
this year are new. 
We will worship at 
5PM & 7PM.  
There will be no 
11PM Worship this year.  
 
There will be a volunteer sign up 
sheet posted on the back bulletin 
board soon for anyone who would 
like to help with serving. 
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Remember our Veterans—November 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer….. 
Father, in the coming days I need You, but my 
soldier needs you more. 
 
Let my soldier perform tasks with a sense of duty, 
and not of anger or vengeance. 
 
Let my soldier’s reflexes be quick and hands 
steady, head clear and eyes sharp, mind and 
body strong and spirit stronger. 
 
Father, please stand by my soldier and watch my 
soldier’s back when my soldier cannot. 
 
Father, I love this soldier of mine! Take from ME 
what my soldier needs and give me what my sol-
dier does not.  
 
I will pace the nights, if it means my soldier gets 
some sleep. I will deal with fatigue, if it means my 
soldier will have energy. I will carry my soldier’s 
fears if it means it gives my soldier courage. I will 
take my soldier’s pain if it means my soldier is 
whole. I will take my soldier’s anger, if it means 
my soldier is at peace. 
 
Take from me my love and pride and let my sol-
dier feel it! Let my soldier know that I am with 
them every step of the way. Please take from me 
what You can; I give it willingly and with love. 
It is all that I have besides my prayers. 
 
This I ask on bended knee, that which I cannot do 
without You. Amen                        Author unknown 

JOY IN THE LORD—JOY AT FIRST 
 

Don’t be like Joe and hide from 
your Directory photo op! 

Ushers who serve the Lord with smiles  and 
make us smile as well—Staci and Lydia 

Who’s the Rock Star? He didn’t get 
his quiet time this morning.  
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Sunday School Snippets     

Secret Pals Have Been  

Assigned 

In October, adult secret pals were giv-

en the name(s) of their Sunday School 

secret pals (students.)  Along with the 

names, adult pals were given the grade of the child, their 

home address, birth date, baptism date and confirmation 

date (if applicable.)  Also, if the student(s) filled out their 

secret pal information sheet this was shared with the 

adult. 

 

Students should start receiving little notes, treats and/or 

cards of encouragement that can fit in their special mail-

box, which will be signed by their Sunday School Secret 

Pal.  Secret pals will be revealed on Awards Sunday in 

May. Adults, if you would like to be included on a stand-

by list in the event we receive new students, please talk 

to Kathy Benoit. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
November 3 – Daylight Savings Fall Back One 

Hour!! 

December 1 – Thanksgiving 

Weekend-No Sunday School 

(subject to change) 

December 15 – Sunday 

School Program at 9 AM Church Service 

December 22, 29 & January 5 – 

No Sunday School Classes 

Sincere Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who donated items 
for VBS, Rally Day or helped with Trunk 
or Treat.  We appreciate all of your support, 
sweet treats and goodies!  

 
Sponsor a Kids’ Afternoon or 
Night Out 
The Education Committee is looking for 
volunteers to plan and sponsor one special 
event for kids during the 2019-20 school 
year.  It could be a movie afternoon/night, 
game or craft night, special outing or any-
thing that kids and/or families would enjoy. 
Just think about it see if anything comes to 
mind.  If you would like to discuss this fur-
ther, please contact Kathy Benoit or Pastor 
Black. 

 

Sunday School Children 
Welcome to Share Talents 

Children of all ages are invited to 
share their musical talents with the 
congregation.  If anyone would like 
to sing, play an instrument (or 

both!), please talk to Kathy Benoit or Virgil 
Hyte and we will make arrangements for you to 
share your talents with everyone! 
 

First Kids’ Faith Mail 
Kids, remember to check your mailbox each 
week for special Sunday School information, 
your “Sharing God’s Story” leaflets and, soon, 
notes from your secret pal.  Let Kathy Benoit 
know if your student doesn’t have a box. 
 

Students Receive Bibles 

Congratulations to 3rd graders who received 
their new Bibles.  We pray you read, share and 
discover the scriptures together.  Any children 
in grades 3-up who don’t have their own Bible 
should contact Pastor or Kathy Benoit. 



Phone: 630-552-8263 

Fax: 630-552-7198 

Email:  

Website: 
firstlutheranchurchplano.com 

Facebook: 
https://

www.facebook.comFirstLutheran
ChurchOfPlanoIl  &  
Hit the LIKE button! 

 

WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Saturday Worship:          5:00 PM 

Sunday Worship:           9:00 AM 
 

Communion offered at both  

services. 
 

RADIO MINISTRIES: Sundays at 

10:00 AM - a partial broadcast of 

the weekend Worship service airs 

on WSPY 107.1 FM  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thur. 7:00am—1:00pm 
 

 

 

 

Pastor:   

 Reverend Jonathan Black 

 E-mail:   

 firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 

 

 Administrative Assistant:  

 Jerri Lynn Baker 

 E-mail:  

 Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
 

Financial Secretary 

Ruth Ann Hoehn 

Email: secretaryflc02gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Nan Grommes 

Email: nangrommes@gmail.com 

PLEASE SUBMIT  
YOUR ARTICLES  FOR 

THE DECEMBER   
NEWSLETTER BY  
NOVEMBER 17TH!  

Nothing will be accepted after 
that date. 

Return Service Requested 

Walking Together 
Loving Christ 
Loving All 

For the sake of the world 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl

