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 One of the least known activities of the ELCA has been to use our 
roots and our faith to engage in dialogue in issue of this world.   Most of us 
know of a few of the hot button topics that churches discern as they relate to 
society, but many are probably not aware of the broad and extensive dia-
logue that people of the ELCA have voted to study a broad range of topics. 
Every couple of years the ELCA puts out a social statement on relevant is-
sues that all face in their daily life.  This year the social statement is on 
women and justice. The process is to create a social statement and give it to 
congregations and pastors for dialogue and discussion.  This proposed social 
statement can be found at ELCA.org/womenandjustice .    This site will give 
you instructions on how to view the document and how to give feedback on 
the contents. Then, the comments will be taken into consideration and revi-
sions made of the document.   If the Church wide gathering approves the 
document it becomes a statement for the church.   A statement is best under-
stood as an instrument to help make clearer complex issues how our faith 
can relate to the world we live in.  
 I bring this up because I would consider it a second step of faith de-
velopment.  The readings from James has encouraged us in this way.  Faith 
is not confined to worship and education and stewardship.  One of the re-
sponses to our faith is our ability to be a voice for those who have no voice 
and hope to those who see little hope.   A passion for good in this world.   I 
share a brief statement regarding hunger and poverty that is part of the so-
cial statement on hunger and poverty. 

Hunger and Poverty: We are freed in Christ to serve, love and care 
for our neighbor, and in this work we strive to ensure that all people have a 
livelihood that is sufficient to meet their basic needs and is sustainable in 
creation. The issues associated with economic life and economic justice in-
clude poverty versus wealth, corporate social responsibility, hunger, con-
sumerism, international debt relief, gambling, racism, sexism, and commu-
nity development and worker exploitation. Grounded in God’s love and for-
giveness, we are equipped to live and serve here and now, in the world, with 
all its complexities, tensions and ambiguities. 

As you can see by the statement this is not a simple task.  There is 
much work to be done in order to combat poverty and hunger (which is in-

creasing in the most prosperous country in the world; How can that be?)   
Our response and our energy and our effort in response to God’s love for us 
is important and vital for our communities and our faith.    

 
         

Pastor Black 

 
Readings for  
October 2018 

 

10/7/2018 
 Genesis 2:18-24  
 Psalm 8 
 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
 Mark 10:2-16 
 

10/142018 
 Amos 5:6-7,10-15 
 Psalm 90:12-17 
 Hebrews 4:12-16 
 Mark 10:17-31 
 

10/21/018 
 Isaiah 53:4-12 
 Psalm 91:9-16 
 Hebrews 5:1-10 
 Mark 10:35-45 
 

10/28/2018 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 Psalm 46 
 Romans 3:19-28 
 John 8:31-36 
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Thank you everyone for the prayers, 
visits, phone calls and well wishes 
while I was recovering from my sur-
gery.  You are a wonderful family. 
 
Joanne Johnson 

Thank You to Floyd and 
Sherry Anderson and Staci 
Smith for delivering the 
“preemie” blankets to Delnor 
Hospital and Rush Copley 
hospital for use in their neo-
natal units.  A special thank you to those who 
make the blankets. This has been an ongoing 
project for a number of years. 

God’s Work Our Hands 

Our project for this program of 
the ELCA is to make birthday 
kits for Kendall County Food 
Pantry. We will need donations 
of cake mix, frosting, napkins, 
plates, etc. Kits will be assem-
bled Sunday, October 14. 
Please leave your donations in 
the fellowship hall any time from 

September 23-October 14. Thank you for 
helping the less fortunate celebrate birthdays.  
From your Social Concerns Committee 

Penelope Quin Loebach was baptized 
on Sunday, September 16, 2018. She 
was born April 24, 2018. Left to right 
are Baptismal Sponsors; Kristina Car-
denas & Edgar Cardenas holding Penel-
ope, Pastor Black and parents; Quintin  
Loebach and Ana Carreño. Please hold 
Penelope and her parent’s up in prayer 
in celebration of her Baptism. 

Ground breaking in the late 1950’s of First Lutheran. The 
view then and now. Those wooden chairs behind the podium 
are still here at First Lutheran. 
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Alice Dettman’s  
Tater Tot Casserole 

Something for a chilly Fall night. 
 
Alice has been gone for many 
years now, but not forgotten. I 
remember her as being on the 
quiet side. Her daughters; Tam-
my, Brenda & Joan attend 
Church here, and her husband 
Leon and his wife  Bobbie. 

Ingredients 
1 lb. ground beef 
16 oz. pkg. frozen tater tots 
10 1/2 Oz. cream of mushroom 
soup 
1/2 can water 
 
Directions: 
Spread browned ground beef in 
a 9 1/2X 12 in. baking dish. Dis-
tribute Tater Tots over top. Pour 
soup and water over ingredients. 
Bake in a 350 degree oven for 
45 minutes. Yields: 6 servings 

Recipe Corner 

Council Highlights—August 14, 2018 
These are just a few highlights. For the complete minutes please refer to the Bulletin board at the 
bottom of the stairs leading into the Fellowship hall. 
 
Worship—Motion carried for one additional musician for contemporary worship. Committee is still 
reviewing the wedding policy. 
Property—Special thanks to Wally and volunteers to improve the property via the landscaping pro-
ject. A water detector will be supplied by Church Mutual to detect any issues with the properties. 
Olsson Roofing has provided another estimate to fix the leak around the bell tower. The window re-
glazing and painting was completed.  
Executive—The committee met and discussed church management software options. 
Technology—The church-wide Wifi was installed. 
Electronic Giving—VANCO payment will be the electronic giving system utilized by the church 

 

Do you know 
someone who 
would be com-
forted by a 
PRAYER 
SHAWL or 
LAP ROBE? 
Please feel free 
to take one from 
the quilt rack at 
the back of the 
sanctuary.  These 

beautiful items are made by members of 
First Lutheran Church for you to give to 
a sick or grieving friend. 
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Earth and All Stars – words by Dr. Herbert F. Brokering 
 

Dr. Herbert F. (Herb) Brokering was a Lutheran pastor and well-
known author, poet, playwright, hymn writer, and popular speaker. He 
was born May 21, 1926, in Beatrice, Neb.  He married his wife Lois in 
1950.  They were married for 54 years before her death in 2004.  
They had four children.  Herbert Brokering died Nov. 7, 2009 
Brokering graduated from Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa, in 1945. 
He earned a master's degree in child psychology from the University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, in 1947 and a bachelor of divinity degree in 1950 
from the Evangelical Lutheran Theological Seminary (now Trinity Lu-
theran Seminary), Columbus, Ohio.  He pursued graduate studies at the University of Kiel and the 
University of Erlangen in Germany, and at the University of Pittsburgh.  While in Germany after 
World War II he worked with the Lutheran World Federation providing services to refugees. 
Brokering received honorary doctorates from four Lutheran higher-education institutions – Concordia 
University Texas; Trinity Lutheran Seminary; Wartburg College; and St. Olaf College.  
In 2004 the Luther Institute in Washington, D.C., gave him its Wittenberg Award for outstanding con-
tributions to church and society. 
He served as pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, Incarnation Lutheran Church, 
Cedarhurst, Long Island, N.Y., and St. John Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Texas.   He taught at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul for 23 years.   
Brokering was director of confirmation education for the former American Lutheran Church while 
serving on its national staff from 1960 to 1971.  He was a frequent presenter and consultant for Lu-
theran youth gatherings.  “Herb was the consummate imaginer for youth ministry in the 1970s and 
80s,” said Dr. Terry Dittmer, director of Youth Ministry for LCMS District and Congregational Ser-
vices.  
He was a staff associate with Wheat Ridge Ministries, an independent Lutheran charitable organiza-
tion based in Itasca, Ill, for 11 years.  Wheat Ridge recognized him as "Poet Laureate of the Lutheran 
Church."  
Brokering co-directed the film, "Where Luther Walked" in 1981.  He worked with Dr. Carl Schalk, dis-
tinguished professor of music emeritus at Concordia University Chicago, and with jazz musician 
Dave Brubeck.  Together, he and Schalk wrote the hymn “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise.”  
“Beloved Son,” a jazz cantata linked to the life of Jesus that he wrote with Brubeck, was recorded at 
Abbey Road studios in 2005, featuring the London Symphony Orchestra and the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet.  
He led pilgrimages to Luther sites in Germany, and promoted healing, justice, and peace with other 
pilgrimages and projects in Europe, the Middle East, India, and China.  The East German Ministry of 
Culture presented him with a peacemaking award. 
 
He authored more than 30 books for Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA, and 
more than 100 lyrics for almost 60 composers. 
 
His hymn texts include:  
Alleluia! Jesus is Risen (ELW and WOV) 
Earth and All Stars (ELW) 
Thine The Amen, Thine the Praise (ELW and WOV) 
Praise, Praise, You are My Rock (ELW) 
Stay with Us (WOV) 

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 



PRAYER CHAIN PARTNERS  
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM 

 

1. Jane Hyte - 630-552-7095  
2. Virginia Phelps - 630-552-3434  
3. Diane Schlesinger 630-552-7533 
4. Bev Vilmin 630-552-3550 
5. Theresa Bagg 815-786-5069 * 
6. Erin Gillman - 630-715-0843 * 
7. Staci Smith - 630-999-4117 * 
8. Karen DeBolt - 630-546-7451 * 
9. Kathy Benoit - 630-816-3366 * 
10. Brenda Albright - 630-277-6314 * 
 

Those with a * use texting capabilities. 
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Please Pray For 
 

 
Andy Mack, Mary Olson,  
Sue Hyte, Alice Crawford,  
Linda Landis, Sherry Anderson, 
Lori Black, Karla Reinbolt, Scott 
Littlejohn, Sherry Ill, Jo Ann 
Gryder and Marty Lincoln, and 
those serving in the military. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP! - The Excitement of Living in God’s Grace 

The Stewardship Committee has a lot planned for Sundays this fall 
concluding on Saturday/Sunday, November 17th/18th. We have 
scheduled several brief Temple Talks by various volunteers to 
show how volunteering has had a positive effect on their life.  
 

These talks began the end of September and will continue till the week before Stew-
ardship Weekend.  The slots for Sunday are full, but we have some Saturday services 
still open, if you feel strongly about your Volunteer work here at First Lutheran, and 
would like the opportunity to share your story, please contact Jerri Lynn in the Church 
office to be placed on the schedule. We would love to hear your story! 
 
Time and Abilities forms are included in this month’s Anchor (if you receive the An-
chor by email the form is a separate attachment) for you to prayerfully consider 
where to use your talents. The Time & Abilities form is a bit different from what we 
have used in the past so please look it over carefully, fill it out, and return it at any 
time to the Church office.  
 
The Giving in Generosity forms (located on the inside back cover of this Anchor) can 
be filled in, cut out and returned as part of services on  
November 17th/18th. Please prayerfully consider in what ways 
you can use your time and talents as a means to further God’s 
mission through this congregation. 



 
OFFERINGS RECEIVED     

  
 

8/18     $ 2,046.85         

8/25 & 8/26    $ 3,743.26 

9/1 & 9/2        $ 3,408.37     

9/15 & 9/16    $ 1,310.28
       

 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

Need Per week  $3,885.73 
(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As of September 16 

 

Received         $ 117,869.27 
Need            $ 143,772.01 
Short            $  (25,902.74)  
 
 
 

1/1 –8/20 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Bal.    
$20,334.78 

Income 
$128,819.00 

Expenses          
$146,795.37 

Ending Balance 
$ 2,358.41 

 

 
 

Offering Report 
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Walking Club 
 
Weather permitting and we don’t 
lose the daylight, Walking Club will 
continue to meet at Foli park at 
6:30PM through the month of Octo-
ber. Fall is arriving and we can en-
joy looking at the colors of the trees 
while we walk and talk. Come join 
us and enjoy the fellowship. 
 

The Caring  
Committee provides 
blood pressure 
checks for anyone 
who would like to 
participate. Checks 
are conducted by 
Nurses and are giv-
en in the room locat-
ed behind  the kitchen.   

 

ELCA World Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge 
Thanks to generous giving at the ELCA Youth Gather-
ing in Houston and beyond, more than $1 million dol-
lars was raised to support the work of ELCA World 
Hunger through the Global Farm Challenge. The GFC 
is a year-long, youth-driven fundraising challenge to 
help end hunger and poverty. 
The money will be used to 
support agricultural programs 
and equip communities 
around the world with live-
stock, seeds, tools, training 
and more. All gifts were 
matched up to $515,000 
thanks to generous friends in 
the ELCA, thus working to-
gether, more than $1 million 
was raised. The Global Farm 
Challenge continues through 
2018.  
 
Would you like to see how your gifts are making a dif-
ference? You can watch “Seeds of Change in Malawi” 
by searching YOUTUBE for “ELCA World Hunger 
Seeds of Change” or visit YouTube.com/ELCA.  
 
If you would like to read more about what is going on 
with the ELCA pick up a copy of Seeds for the Parish 
located on the table at the bottom of the stairs.  
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Sun 

  

Mon 

  

Tue 

  

Wed 

  

Thu 

  

Fri 
  

Sat 

 

 

 1 
 

 

 

 2 
 9:00 AM -  

Quilting / Cro-
cheting / Knitting 
 

6:30 PM  
Worship/Music 
Committee 

 3 
 

5:30 PM 
Contemporary 
Worship Practice 
  
6:30 PM Walking 
Club @ Foli 

 4 

 

 5 

 

6 
 

 

5:00 PM  

Traditional 

Worship 
  

7 
135th FLC  

Anniversary 
9:00 AM  
Traditional  

Worship 
10:15-11AM 
Sunday school 
  

Food Pantry 

Collection 

8  

 

9 

 

9:00 AM -   
Quilting / Cro-
cheting / Knitting 
 
7:00 PM Council 

Meets 

10 

 

5:30 PM 
Contemporary 
Worship Practice 
  
6:30 PM Walking 
Club @ Foli 

11 

 
 

 

12 13 

  
 

5:00 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship 

14 
9:00 AM  

Worship 
10:15-11AM 
Sunday school 

Birthday kits 
assembled 
11:15AM Educa-
tion Committee 

meets 
Blood Pressure 

Screening 

15 
  

16 
9:00 AM -   

Quilting/ 
Crocheting/ 
Knitting 
 
6:30 PM  
Property  
Committee 
 

 

17 

 
5:30 PM 

Contemporary 
Worship Practice 
  
6:30 PM Walking 

Club @ Foli 

18 
  
1:00PM  

Women’s Bible 
Study 
 
6-8:30PM  

Craft Night 

19 

 

20 
 5:00 PM  

Traditional 

Worship 
  

21 
9:00 AM  

Traditional  
Worship 
10:15-11AM 
Sunday school 
  
Anchor 
Deadline 

22 23 

 
9:00 AM -  Quilt-

ing / Crocheting / 
Knitting 
  

24 
5:30 PM  

Contemporary 
Worship Practice 
  
6:30 PM Walking 
Club @ Foli 

25 

 

26 27 
  
5:00 PM  
Contemporary 
 Worship 

  

28 
Reformation 

9:00 AM  
Contemporary 
Worship 
10:15-11AM 
Sunday school 
1-3PM Trunk or 
Treat 

29 
 

 

30 
9:00 AM -  

Quilting / Cro-

cheting / Knit-

ting 

31 Halloween 

 

5:30 PM  
Contemporary 
Worship Practice 
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1-Natalie Papaeliou 
2-Tommy Brown  
3-Weslye Brown 
4-Lisa Tierney 
6-Jim Porter 
7-Kalyn Murre, Bo Weeks 
9-Diane Schlesinger 
10– StevenThrall 
15-Landon Anderson 
19-Clare Smith 
20– Abby Hoxworth, Conrad Smith 
22-Dorothy Haick 
24-Kathy Tyler 
27-Abigail Black 
28– Don Albright 
 

 
 
 
5-Mike & Deb Pease 

6-Greg & Candy Johnson 
8-Jim & Carole Wehrs 
19-Ryan & Melissa Phillips 
23-Marty & Val Lincoln 
24-Levi & Emily Baker 
29-Mark & Leann Savitski 
 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AND LET US 
KNOW  YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY DATE, 
AND WE WILL UPDATE OUR RECORDS.  THANK YOU. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of God’s people are invited to pray on the 
behalf of others. Please set aside time to include 
the following members of the First Lutheran 
family in your daily prayers: 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 

1 -  Louis & Dorella Wilson 
2 - James, Laura, Olivia, Elizabeth &  
      Reed Agajanian 
3 -  Bob & Paulette Albright 
4 -  Don & Brenda Albright 
5 -  Craig & Sandy Anderson 
6 -  Floyd & Sherry Anderson 
7 -  Joe & Donielle, Laila, Landon &  
      Lyndee Anderson 
8 -  Keith & Jerri Lynn & Aden Baker 
9 -  Levi & Emily Baker 
10 - Maggie Benoit 
11 - Steve & Kathy Benoit 
12 - Jonathan & Lori, Abigail & Elianna Black 
13 - Todd & Lydia Boring 
14 - Margaret Briggs 
15 - Jennifer Brown 
16 - Tommy Brown 
17 - Weslye Brown 
18 - William Brown 
19 - Sharon Brue 
20 - Dorothy Burton 
21 - Ellie Campbell 
22 - Ed Coates & Jo Ann Gryder 
23 - Billy & Jane, Caleb, Greyson &  
        Cailee Colbert 
24 - Rian & Melissa, Taylor & Evan Corrado 
25– Alice Crawford 
26– Andrew DeBolt 
27 - Stephen & Karen DeBolt 
28 - Leon & Bobbi Dettman 
29 - Tammy Dettman 
29 - Erik & Rebecca, Ryan, Luke, Benjamin, 
        John & Scott Englehart 
30– Jule, Jaedence & Gage Feitl 
31– Jane Foster 
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Secret Pals Will Be Assigned Soon 
Secret pals will be assigned in October and the adults 
will receive the name(s) of their secret pal(s) before 
Halloween.  If an adult (or middle or high school stu-
dent) is interested in signing up, the sheet is on the bul-
letin board at the back of the church or contact Kathy 
Benoit. 
 
Secret pals will anonymously support Sunday School 
students throughout the year and meet their "pal" at the 
Sunday School Awards Sunday in May.  This does not 
(and should not) have to be an expensive venture.  
Again this year we will use our special mailbox to ex-
change notes, cards and tiny treats between the student 
and adult secret pals.  Little notes, treats and surprises 
go a long way to make a Sunday School child smile!! 
 

 
We Are Truly Blessed 
Thank God for our dedicated Sunday School teachers, 
music coordinators and assistants.  If you would like to 
sign up as a substitute teacher/helper, please contact 
Kathy Benoit.  J  
 

Preschool – Kalyn Murre 
Kindergarten & 1st Grade – Laura Agajanian 
2nd Grade – Donielle Anderson 
3rd & 4th Grade – Kathy Benoit & Karen DeBolt 
5th & 6th Grade – Anne Sears 
7th & 8th Grade/Confirmation – Pastor Black 
High School – Ryan Phillips 
Elementary Music – Joanne Johnson 
Secretary/Treasurer – Jane Hyte 
Superintendent – Kathy Benoit 

 
 
First Kids’ Faith Mail 
Kids, remember to check your mailbox each week for 
special Sunday School information, your “Taking Faith 
Home” leaflets and, soon, notes from your secret pal.  
Let Kathy Benoit know if your student doesn’t have a 
box. 
 

 
Students Receive Bibles 
Congratulations to 3rd graders who received their new 
Bibles.  We pray you read, share and discover the scrip-
tures together.  Any children in grades 3-up who don’t 
have their own Bible should contact Pastor or Kathy 
Benoit. 

 

Trunk or Treat 
This year's Trunk or Treat is 
Sunday, October 28, from 1-3 
PM in the Methodist Church 
parking lot.  Plan to sponsor a 
trunk, plan a game or help any 
way you can! 
Watch for more details in the 
weekly bulletin and fliers will be sent 
home with Sunday School children. 
 
Sunday School Children Welcome to Share 
Talents 
Summer is not the only time children can share their 
musical talents with the congregation.  If anyone 
would like to sing, play an instrument (or both!), 
please talk to Kathy Benoit or Virgil Hyte and we 
will make arrangements for you to share your talents 
with everyone! 
 

Student Information Forms 
The Sunday School office recently sent home stu-
dent information forms with each student, via the 
mailbox system.  Parents should complete these and 
return them as soon as possible.  If you did not re-
ceive a form, contact the Sunday School office. 
 
There was also a secret pal information sheet in the 
packet.  This information will only be shared with 
the student’s secret pal and will help the adult secret 
pals get to know their secret pals better. 
 
 

 
 
Holy Trinity--Like Candy Corn  
Just like 3 colors in the candy corn I see, 
There are 3 persons in the Holy Trinity— 
God the Father, God the Son, Jesus & God, the 
Holy Spirit 
All 3 are God, Yet Together They are One! 
 

 
 

Sunday School Snippets    
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Craft Night! 

We weren’t a big crowd, but we had fun  
& decided to get together again.  
 
The date is set for Thurs. Oct. 18th from 
6:00-8:30PM. Come & go as you please.  
Bring what you want to work on. I won’t be 
supplying or leading a particular craft. Enjoy 
the talents & company of others. Maybe you’ll 
get some new ideas. 
 
If evenings aren't’ good for you, let me know 
what might be a good time & day– maybe we 
can have an afternoon session another day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

         
         

         
   

Fall is here, and flu season will be here before 

we know it. Be sure and get your flu shot!!! 

Seize the Day! 
 

Monday, October 15, 
6:30 PM, located down-
stairs in the Plano Li-
brary Meeting Room.  
Jerri Lynn Baker will be 
the guest speaker.  
After a cancer diagnosis, Baker stopped 
focusing on death and started seeking joy. 
Come hear about her “Freakin’ 365+1” ad-
venture in which she did something new ev-
er day for a year; trying to take joy in the 
little things along the way. 
No registration needed.  

 



200 N Center Street 

Plano, IL  60545 

First Lutheran Church 

Plano, Illinois 

Phone: 630-552-8263 

Fax: 630-552-7198 

Email:  

churchsecretary1@ sbcglobal.net 

"First in Spirit,  

First in Faith,  

First in Outreach" 

Website: 
firstlutheranchurchplano.com 

Facebook: 
https://

www.facebook.comFirstLutheran
ChurchOfPlanoIl  &  
Hit the LIKE button! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Saturday Worship:          5:00 PM 
 

Sunday Worship:            9:00 AM 
 

Communion offered at both  

services. 
 

RADIO MINISTRIES: Every Sunday 

at 10:00 AM - a partial broadcast 

of the weekend Worship service 

airs on WSPY 107.1 FM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor:   

 Reverend Jonathan Black 

 E-mail:   

 firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 

 

 Administrative Assistant:  

 Jerri Lynn Baker 

 E-mail:  

 churchsecretary1@sbcglobal.net 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thur. 7:00 am–1:00 pm 

    
Deadline for Nov. Anchor 
Anchor: Sunday, Oct. 21 

Please submit    
articles by this date or before.  

Return Service Requested 

 

Statement of Purpose 
 

Because God loves the world, 
we live and work together to:  
      *Grow As Disciples  
      *Nurture other Disciples  
      *and Make New Disciples 
for the Kingdom of God! 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIl

