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GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

People: And also with you.  

 

OPENING HYMN: “My Life Flows on in Endless Song” #763 

My life flows on in endless song; above earth's lamentation, I catch the 

sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 

 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from 

singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. It finds an 

echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?   

 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from 

singing? 

 

KYRIE  

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

People: Amen 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 

people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength and honor and 

blessing and glory are his.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt 

us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 

witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

A READING FROM Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60 
1Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, 

the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were 

being neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2And the twelve called 

together the whole community of the disciples and said, "It is not right 

that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on 

tables. 3Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of 

good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to 

this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to 

serving the word." 5What they said pleased the whole community, and 

they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with 

Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 

Antioch. 6They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and 

laid their hands on them. 
7The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples 

increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became 

obedient to the faith. 
8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the 

people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those 

from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10But they could 

not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11Then they 

secretly instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak 

blasphemous words against Moses and God." 12They stirred up the people 

as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, 

seized him, and brought him before the council. 13They set up false 
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witnesses who said, "This man never stops saying things against this holy 

place and the law; 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 

will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on 

to us." 15And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they 

saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 
2And Stephen replied: 

"Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our 

ancestor Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 
44Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God 

directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the 

pattern he had seen. 45Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when 

they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors. 

And it was there until the time of David, 46who found favor with God and 

asked that he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. 47But it 

was Solomon who built a house for him. 48Yet the Most High does not 

dwell in houses made with human hands as the prophet says, 

 49'Heaven is my throne, 

 and the earth is my footstool. 

 What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 

 or what is the place of my rest? 

 50Did not my hand make all these things?' 
51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are 

forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to 

do. 52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed 

those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 

become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the 

law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it." 
54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their 

teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven 

and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God. 56Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with 

a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out 

of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the 

feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he 

prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried 

out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he 

had said this, he died. 
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The Gospel according to St. Luke                            Luke 23:33-34a, 46 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

[[ 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 

they are doing."]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 46Then Jesus, 

crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my 

spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ 

 
MESSAGE                                             

 

SERMON HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” #803                   

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

APOSTLES CREED                                                        

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.   Amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                      

Pastor: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 

our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 

A brief silence. 
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Pastor: Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with 

questions and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the 

scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the 

name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe 

out of your love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of 

restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable 

home. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. 

Many call on you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the 

peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local 

leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them 

in their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your 

compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness. Be close to the 

hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be 

called the children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this 

community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual 

love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you 

as you are. We thank you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace 

you have promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O 

God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE    

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  

People: And also with you.    
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OFFERING PRAYER  

Pastor: God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can 

take nothing out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we 

bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish us 

now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

People: Amen  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: and also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are 

you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the 

light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in 

the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 

your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

     

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 

us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and 

resurrection We look with hope for his coming. 

People: Come Lord Jesus. 
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Pastor: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 

meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with 

your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  

People: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Pastor: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray with confidence the prayer our Lord taught us: 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

People: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy 

on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us 

peace, grant us peace.  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 

hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

People: Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace; your word has 

been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have 

prepared in the sight of every people; a light to reveal you to the 

nation and the glory of your people Israel. Now, Lord, you let your 

servant go in peace. 

BLESSING  
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Pastor: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “On Our Way Rejoicing” #537 

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. Christ our Lord has conquered; 

vanquished is the foe. Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; 

who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 

 

On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, hearken to our praises, 

O blest God of love! 

 

Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; unto God the Savior 

thankful hearts we bring; unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, on our 

way rejoicing now and evermore.   

 

On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, hearken to our praises, 

O blest God of love! 

 

SENDING 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Pastor: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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