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In New Testament times 90% of the people lived in an agricultural setting. Most of the analogies that are used in the
Bible are a reference to agrarian society. Food is necessary
for everyone so by and large the analogies still work.
Spring is often a time when you prune. Pruning is cutting off or getting
rid of the dead branches or weaker branches so that when growth occurs
during the late spring and summer, the plant can bear the most possible
fruits. I remember my grandparents having a metal overhanging on a
walkway covered with grape vines. Each spring the plants were pruned.
In pruning you are not looking to change the plant; you are looking to
strengthen what is already there.
Readings for April
The disciplines of Lent, prayer, fasting and almsgiving function in
much the same way. They are meant to strengthen what is already there
so that it might bear more fruit. You can add to that worship, study and
acts of love among many others that engage in a type of pruning. In all
these things it allows you to recognize the areas in your life where no
fruit is being produced, where there is no joy, and gives you an opportunity to make healthy changes to bear more fruit.
In the analogy of pruning, the plant bears more fruit because it is connected to a source of nutrients. God provides for us the ground and the
nutrients to bear good fruit. The extreme analogy that Jesus uses is
those that bear no fruit and thus are completely cut off from the source.
My concern is for those that do not engage in the yearly work of pruning. Lent reminds us that pruning is good for us so that we can bear
much fruit.
Pastor Black

4/3/2022
Jesus Condemned
• Psalm 146
• John 19:1-16a
4/10/2022
The Crucified Messiah
• Psalm 24
• John 19:16b-22

•
•

4/14/2022
Maundy Thursday
Psalm 26:3
John 19:23-30

•
•

4/15/2022
Good Friday
Psalm 31:9-18
John 19:31-42

•
•

4/17/2022
Easter
Psalm 118:21-29
John 20:1-18

•
•

4/24/2022
Thomas
Psalm 145:13-21
John 20:19-31
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Volunteer Schedule

Community Food Pantry

Please note in April the Northern Illinois Community Food
distribution at First Lutheran will be the fourth Friday, April
22nd, instead of the third Friday, due to Good Friday.
Volunteers to help distribute the food are always needed.

WALKING CLUB

Palm
Sunday April 10 w/ Palm procession
Maundy Thursday - April 14
Worship at 7PM
Good Friday - April 15
Worship at 1 & 7PM
Easter Sunday, April 17
Worship at 8 & 10AM

There is a
tentative plan
underway to
begin Walking Club next
month on
Wednesday,
May 4th.

Exciting
things are being planned to enhance
our Walking club and we invite you
to join us.

The An ch or
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Ruth Ann’s Ramblings
By Ruth Ann Hoehn
In the Cross of Christ I Glory
The hymn was inspired by the words of Paul in Galatians 6:14, “God forbid that I should boast [or glory] except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” is considered one of the finest hymns on the
subject of the cross. It was written by John Bowring, a man who had a remarkable power of learning languages. Before he was sixteen, he’d mastered
French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, German and Dutch and it is said that he
could converse in over 100 different languages before his death. He was born
at Exeter in 1792. He held several appointments under the British government,
including Commissioner to France on commercial matters, British Consul at
Hong Kong, and Governor of Hong Kong. He was twice a Member of Parliament, and was knighted in 1854. He died in 1872. His tombstone contains the
first line of this hymn: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.”
Even though there is no historical proof, some writers claim that this hymn was
inspired when John Bowring visited Macao, on the South Chinese Coast. A
magnificent cathedral, originally built by the early Portuguese colonists, overlooked the harbor. This cathedral was destroyed by a typhoon and only the wall
with a large bronze cross remained silhouetted against the sky. This scene is
said to have so impressed Bowring that it eventually served as the inspiration
for this hymn text. The words “towering o’er the wrecks of time” seems to come
from a powerful image such as this. It proclaims that when the works of men
are gone the power of the cross will remain
The tune for this hymn was composed years after the text by an American organist and choir leader of the Central Baptist Church of Norwich, Connecticut.
The composer, Ithamar Conkey, was sorely disappointed at one Sunday morning service when only one choir member appeared, a faithful soprano by the
name of Mrs. Beriah Rathbun. That afternoon he was distracted by thoughts of
the sermon and the words of the hymn “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” He then
composed the music that is most familiar in churches of every denomination for
this hymn. He named the tune Rathbun after that faithful soprano.

The An ch or
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1 Ryan Smith &
Porter Thrall
3 Doris Fowler
4 Diane Kupp &
Valerie Lincoln
6 Tammy Dettman
7 Lucas Maaske
9 Matt Papaeliou
10 Shirley Krause
20 Luke Englehart
22 Dale Torkelson
23 Jerri Lynn Baker
24 Mary Kay Pilmer
25 Lydia Boring
27 Billy Colbert
29 Cailee Colbert
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April Showers
Bring
May Flowers.

Am I a stone
That I can stand, beneath Thy Cross,
To number drop by drop Thy Blood,

14 James & Laura Agajanian
15 Robert & Dorsi Hubbartt
26 Corey & Jennifer Johnson

And yet not weep?
Do you know someone who would
be comforted by a PRAYER
SHAWL or LAP ROBE? Please
take one from the quilt rack located
by the Secretary’s office. These
beautiful items are made by members of First Lutheran Church for
you to give to a sick, grieving or
struggling friend.

Internetpoem.com

Offering Report
Year to Date Offerings as of 3/13/22
General Fund Income received: $31,693.00
General Fund Expenditures: $36,517.53
Income minus Expenses ($4,824.53)
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $44,687.34
Short of Budget need: ($12,994.34)
Year to Date Checking Account
Income: $41,637.19 (Includes $7,000 from savings #5)
Expenses: $38,518.05
Short/Over based on expenditures: $3,119.14
Balance on 3/15/22: $6,894.01
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Sunday School Snippets

How do you demonstrate to 3 &4
year old’s how Jesus washed his
disciple’s feet…??

You bring in a shoeless GI Joe doll, some baby
wipes and each student gets to wash his feet! Of
course! How did you not guess that?? We have
been having some great fun this year at Sunday
School—fishing, making crafts, eating snacks,
playing holiday Bingo games, putting googly
eyes on hearts and inviting God to “open the eyes
of our heart” and SO MUCH MORE!
Join us from 10-10:45 AM on Sunday mornings
(see calendar to the right for exact dates.) The
year will be wrapping up soon, but there is still
time to join the fun!

Holy Week at First Lutheran—
Kid Friendly!

Come join us for kid-friendly Holy Week festivities:
Sunday, April 10 – 9:00 AM service – Palm
Sunday Processional with all children
Sunday, April 17 - 7:00 AM – Sunrise Easter
Service with children’s sermon

Mark Your Calendar—
Important Dates

March 20 & 27 – No Sunday School - Spring
Break
April 10 – Palm Sunday Procession during
Sunday Church service at 9 AM
April 17 – No Sunday School-Easter Sunday
May 8 – Mother’s Day; Last Day of Sunday
School Classes
Kids,
Color this cute Spring
page, drop it off at
church and get a fun
little Springtime treat!
Happy Easter from
First Lutheran
Sunday School!
Name
__________________
Grade
__________________

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturdays: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 9:00 AM
Communion offered at both services
RADIO MINISTRIES:
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial
broadcast of the weekend Worship service
airs on WSPY 107.1 FM

First Lutheran Church
200 N. Center St.
Plano, IL 60545
Phone: (630) 552-8263
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL

Pastor:
Reverend Jonathan Black
firstplanopastor@gmail.com

Church Office:
Jerri Lynn Baker
Firstoffice200@gmail.com
Tue. & Wed. in office 9:00 AM—Noon
Mon. & Thur. work from home
Financial Secretary
Ruth Ann Hoehn
secretaryflc02@gmail.com
Accountant
Nan Grommes
nangrommes@gmail.com

