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Christmas greetings, letters, notes and cards have been a tradition in 
our society. The purpose is to get in touch with those whom you are 
close to, to let people know what you and your family are up to and 
how things have changed over the past year. It is during a season in 
which we celebrate the permanence of a gift. Here is my Christmas 
card and saying to you.  

 

Jesus who was born, who suffered and who died, who rose so that we 
might experience newness of life. This gift of God is irrevocable, de-
spite how our year had been and the changes in our life. The calling of 
God for us is also permanent and irrevocable. Each one of us, no mat-
ter who we are, are given gifts by God and called by God to make a 
difference in this world. That calling by God has never changed and 
there is nothing that we can do that would take away or change that 
calling.   
  
We celebrate this season God’s greatest gifts and God’s permanence in 
our lives. 

 

Blessings to all,  

Pastor Jonathan Black 
 

Readings for  
December 

 
 

December 4 

Esther 4:1-17 

Matthew 5:13-16 

 

December 11 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

Matthew 12:15-21 

 

December 18 
Psalm 23:1-4 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 24 

Psalm 96:10-13 

Luke 2:1-14, [15-20] 
 

December 25 

Birth of Jesus 
Psalm 95:6-7 

Luke 2:8-20 

DECEMBER 
2022 



Keith and I would like to thank those 
of you, who remembered us with 
kindness during my recent breast can-
cer diagnosis and radiation treat-
ments. The road has been a bit bumpy 
and very trying between that diagno-
sis and the current 6 month overseas 
deployment of our youngest son, but 
your prayers and kindness have in-
deed been so thoughtful and help tre-
mendously. Merry Christmas and we 
look forward 
to a blessed 
New Year for 
all of you and 
us. 
 
Keith &  
Jerri Lynn 
Baker 

 
Virgil Hyte wishes 
to thank everyone 
for their love and 
support through 
trying days with 
everything that 

has been happening in his life, from his sur-
geries, the health of loved ones and the 
death of his sister Nancy. Your love means 
everything at these difficult times. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS!  

FAIR WARNING!  

Your Annual Reports are 

due Thursday, January, 

3rd. If you have bank 

statements you need to 

wait for, please inform 

Jerri Lynn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would be able to volunteer 
for Radio Tech, Communion As-
sistant or Usher for our 5:00PM 
Christmas Eve Worship service, 
please let Jerri Lynn know as soon 
as possible. Thank you! 
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In 1517 Martin Luther posted his Ninety Five Thesis. The 500
th
 anniversary 

of this action, considered by many to be the beginning of the Reformation, 
was celebrated five years ago.  
 
In 1522, while imprisoned at Wartburg Castle, Martin Luther translated the 
Latin New Testament into German. Luther’s translation was based on the 
Greek and Hebrew texts of the Bible. His work helped to make the New Tes-
tament available to all Germans, and helped to standardize the German 
language. Other translations have been made since Luther’s time, but his 
remains the most influential. Luther, along with others translated the Old 
Testament into German in 1534. 
 
Silent Night (in German, "Stille Nacht") was first performed on Christmas Eve 1818 at St 
Nicholas parish church in Oberndorf, a village on the Salzach river in present-day Austria.  
A young Catholic priest, Father Joseph Mohr, had written the poem "Stille Nacht" in 1816. 
On Christmas Eve 1818, Mohr brought the words to Franz Xaver Gruber, a schoolmaster 
and organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf and asked him to compose a melody and  
guitar accompaniment for that night's mass. The river had flooded and damaged the church 
organ.  
 
The Catholic church of St. Nicholas was damaged several times in the 1890s by flooding of 
the Salzach river. A flood in 1899 destroyed a large part of the town. This led to the decision 
that the whole of Oberndorf, including the parish church of St. Nicholas, would need to be 
rebuilt about ½ mile upstream.  

Due to the high cost of repairs and the continued risk of flooding, the damaged St. Nicholas 
Church was not repaired. Instead, it was replaced in 1906 in the new town center.  
 
In December 1918, at a difficult time, immediately after World War 1, on the 100th anniver-
sary of Silent Night being sung for the first time, many of the citizens of Oberndorf wanted to 
honor the message of peace created by Mohr and Gruber. Construction of a memorial chap-
el began in 1924 and proceeded slowly. It was finally completed on August 15, 1937.  
 
There is a replica of this chapel in Frankenmuth, Michigan. The Silent Night Chapel in 
Frankenmuth is a 1:1 scale replica of the chapel in Oberndorf/Salzburg, Austria. In 1976 
Wally Bronner visited Salzburg and saw the chapel. He got the idea to erect his own replica 
of the chapel. In 1989 Wally and Irene Bronner requested permission from the Oberndorf 
government to build a replica. When they agreed to his idea, Ronny Bronner drew up the ar-
chitectural plans for the chapel and in 1992 
construction was completed.  
 
The winding path to the chapel starts at the 
arch on the far south end of the Bronner's 
Christmas Wonderland parking lot. “Silent 
Night” plays over speakers blended into the 
landscape. On panels around the perimeter 
of the chapel you can read the words of the 
first verse of “Silent Night” in many different 
languages from around the world.  

Ruth Ann’s  
Ramblings 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Xaver_Gruber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guitar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Nicholas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salzach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankenmuth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan
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Making Advent Meaningful! 
 
• Purchase or make an advent wreath. Use blue or white candles 

for the Sundays and weeks of Advent. Add white votive can-
dles in the center or around the outside of the wreath during the 12 days 
of Christmas,  

• On the 1st Sunday of Advent, gather together for a time to reflect on the 
gift of love God shared with all people. Continue this gathering through-
out the 12 days of Christmas. Decide what kinds of things your daily 
gathering will include. Decide on a time, such as morning, evening or 
mealtime to meet. Offer a prayer for gatherings. Decide who will light 
and snuff out the candles. 

• Daily scripture readings can be found on the weekly Sunday “Sharing 
God’s Story @ Home” which is sent with the weekly announcements by 
email (do we have your email?)  After the reading each day, take time to 
think about or discuss the passage, as well as any feelings or experiences 
that relate to the scripture. Reflections may also take the form of an art 
response or journaling. 

• Sing or read the words to an Advent or Christmas hymn and reflect on 
the significance those words have for your life. 

•  After Christmas create a circle of white votive candles, adding one can-
dle each day until Epiphany. Offer Prayers to accompany the candle 
lighting. 

Year to Date Offerings as of 11/17/22     

General Fund Income Received: $ 133,913.32      

General Fund Expenditures: $ 165,185.64 

Income Minus Expenses: $ (31,272.32)    

 
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $ 187,668.99 

Short of Budget Need: $ (53,755.67) 

 
Year to Date Checking Account—all deposits for General & Be-
nevolence 

Income: (includes $30,000 from Savings #5) $176,353.49 

Expenses: $176,976.13 

Short/Over based on expenditures (short): $622.64 

Balance on 11/17/22: $3,152.23 

Please join us Christ-
mas Eve at 5PM for 

our Candle light wor-
ship service. There 
will not be a service 

on Sunday, December 
25th Christmas Day. 
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  2 Stephen Hoxworth 
  3 Jayne Turner & Kevin Tierney 
  6 Jennifer Johnson 
  8 Barb Sears 
10 Cozette Jones 
16 Genevieve Zitt 
17 Andrew Porter 
18 Virgil Hyte 
22 Laila Anderson 
23 Kathy Porter & Shannon Tierney 
30 Kathy Stuttle & John Englehart 

 
 
 
 

 
17—Joe & Donielle Anderson 
28—Tim & Linda Byam 

 

From the  
Caring Committee 

 
Many thanks to all who do-
nated to the God’s Work 
Our Hands, Nursery Care 
Kits! 
 
We were able to send 19 
kits to Lutheran World Re-
lief and we pray these kits 
will bless those who receive them. Bless you for help-
ing!  
 
Do you want to make a charitable contribution before 

the year ends? The ELCA’s 
relief and development work 
is accomplished through 
ministries and initiatives in-
cluding ELCA World Hun-
ger, HIV and AIDS Ministry, 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
and Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service. The 
ELCA website says, “Each 
effort strives for justice, 
peace and change in the 
world, and draws its strength 
and effectiveness from work-
ing in partnership with others 
who share a common vision 
of serving and loving our 
neighbor and restoring and 

reconciling communities in Jesus Christ’s name.” You 
can visit https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-
Development to donate. 

Keep the smiles. 
 
Walk past the tears. 
 
Forget your worries. 
 
Look forward to the 
coming year. 
 
A very Happy New 
Year To You!  



Sunday School Snippets    

 
Sunday School Students to Sing 

 Sunday, December 18th 
As we plan for the holidays, we are happy to announce 
that Sunday School students will sing a couple Christmas 
songs at the 9:00 AM service on Sunday, December 18th.  
Parents and kids, plan on being at church around 8:30 AM 
on this day, so we can get ready to ring, and sing, in the 
holidays! 

 

Gather Simple Blessings 
Sunday School kids learned how important it is to say 
“thank you” and they made a list of their blessings (family, 
friends, pets, food (especially fruit), teachers, home, and 
many more!)  It’s truly a blessing to have Sunday School 
students back and having so much fun! 
 
Come join us every Sunday from 10-10:45 AM.  We sing, 
play games, do crafts, read stories and play holiday BIN-
GO!  
 
As we all celebrate the holidays, there will be NO Sunday 
School on November 27 (Sunday after Thanksgiving), De-
cember 25th and January 1st.   

 

 
Boo, Who’s Afraid at Halloween? 

Not First Luth Kids!  Sunday School kids shared their fears 
about spiders, ghosts, clowns, storms and more, but they 
learned that the Bible says, many times over, “do not be 
afraid.” Today, we are all afraid of so many things.  But 
we don’t have to be, because Jesus has risen from the 
dead. He is alive and He is with us when we are afraid. 

 

 

We  Our Church Shirts Available Again 
Children of First Lutheran may order new sizes of We 
Love Our Church shirts, if needed, and adults are wel-
come to order a shirt, too!  An order form is available for 
adults at the back of the church. Parents may send a text 
to Kathy Benoit at 630/816-3366 with sizes needed for 
their kiddos.  Families that have gently-worn church shirts 
that do not fit anyone in their household any longer are 
encouraged to bring them to church, so they may be re-
used! 
 

Micro-Pantry will be Busy During Holidays 
Please remember to drop off non-perishable items, 
canned goods and paper products in the green bin inside 
the church entrance, so we can keep the micro-pantry 
stocked up for the holidays. 



Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Sunday school:10-10:45AM 
Communion offered at both services 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast  of the 
weekend Worship service  airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 
 
Recorded services can also be found on our website. 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com  

Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Church Office 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Tues. & Wed. In office 9AM—Noon. 
Mon. & Thurs. from home. 

 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes@gmail.com 


