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One of my new favorite Christmas songs is not found in the Christmas song section. It 

is found in the section for justice and peace. For me this song is a combination of the 

season of Advent and the season of Christmas. In Advent there is hope and expectation. 

In Advent there is anticipation. With the coming of Christ there is the expectation of 

change. Isaiah is one of the prophets we hear in Advent.  Isaiah 9:2 reads; 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness— on them light has shined. 

 

One of my new favorite Christmas songs mirrors the prophecy of Isaiah: 

 

Light dawns on a weary world When eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: The promised day to justice comes. 

 

Refrain: 

The trees shall clap their hands; The dry lands, gush with spring; 

The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!  

We shall go out with joy, And be led forth in peace,  

As all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 

Love grows in a weary world When hungry hearts find bread 

And children’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a weary world; 

The promised feast of plenty comes. (Refrain) 

 

There has been darkness this past year. The darkness of sickness. The darkness of the 

disruption of life. The darkness of serious disagreements. The darkness of selfish living.  

The darkness of climate change.  The darkness of a winter night. We could go on. The 

lighting of candles on Christmas Eve, the singing of the song above, ushers forth a 

defiant light of hope when the world seems dark. There is no better form of resilience 

than to sing of hope and light into the darkness. Singing this song moves me to a 

different place and a different reality. The reality where Jesus Christ the light of the 

world has come into this world to shatter the darkness.   

 

 

Peace to you this Christmas season,   

 

Pastor Black 

 

First Lutheran Church, Plano, IL 

 December  
Readings 

  

  

December 5 
Ezekiel: Vally of dry 

bones 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

John 11:25-26 
  

December 12 
Word accomplishes God’s 

purpose 

Isaiah 55:1-13 

John 4:13-14 
  

December 19 
Word made flesh 

Psalm 130:5-8 

John 1:1-18 
  

December 24 
Birth of Jesus 

Psalm 96:7-10 

Luke 2:1-14 

 

December 25 
Shepherds visit 

Psalm 123:1-2 

Luke 2:8-20 

 

December 26 
A voice in wilderness 

Psalm 32:1-2 

John 1:19-34 



               
 

  

 
Annual Reports that do not have 

financial statements included with 

their report will be due Thursday, 

December 30th. Those with financial 

statements are due AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE. 

 

  

 
Friday, December 24th Christmas Eve 

5 & 9PM Candlelight Worship Services 

Please remember to RSVP the time you 

wish to attend. 

 

No Worship on Saturday, December 

25th 

 

9AM Sunday, December 26th Worship – 

No Sunday school 

Congratulations to 

Katelyn and Rex Vahl in the birth of their 

son Grant Johnathan born November 8th, 

weighing 8lbs 5 oz! Big brother Reid was 

very excited to have a baby brother! Proud 

First Lutheran Grandparents are Steve and 

Karen DeBolt and Great Grandparents, 

Norm & Diane Schlesinger. Welcome to 

the world Grant! 

 

Our deepest sympathies 

to Kathy Tyler and 

family in the death of her 

uncle, Lloyd Martin, who 

passed from death to 

Eternal life on November 

the 5th. 



RUTH ANN’S RAMBLINGS 
By Ruth Ann Hoehn 

 

This isn’t a Christian Christmas song, but I think 
this line from the song should be a Christian 
sentiment – “For we need a little Christmas, right 
this very minute.”   

 

"We Need a Little Christmas" (music and Lyrics 
by Jerry Herman) is a popular Christmas 
song originating from Jerry Herman's Broadway 
musical Mame, and first performed by Angela 
Lansbury in the 1966 production. Since then it has 
been recorded many times, by many different 
musicians, including Johnny Mathis, the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, and the Muppets. 

In the musical, the song is performed after Mame 
has lost her fortune in the Wall Street Crash of 
1929, and decides that she, her young nephew 
Patrick, and her two household servants "need a 
little Christmas now" to cheer them up.  

Gerald Sheldon Herman (July 10, 1931 – 
December 26, 2019) was an 
American composer and lyricist, known for his 
work in Broadway musical theater. Herman was 
born in Manhattan and raised in Jersey City, New 
Jersey, the only child of musically-inclined, middle-
class Jewish parents. His father, Harry, was a gym 
teacher and in the summer worked in hotels in 
the Catskill Mountains. His mother, Ruth, also 
worked in the hotels as a singer and pianist. 
Herman told People Magazine in 1986 that his 
mother "was glamorous like Mame and witty like 
Dolly."  

His parents eventually became head counselors at 
a camp in the small town of Pine Plains, New 
York. It was at camp that Herman first became 
involved in theatrical productions, as director 
of Oklahoma!, Finian's Rainbow and A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn. 

While an undergraduate student at the University 
of Miami, Herman produced, wrote and directed a 
musical called Sketchbook. It was scheduled to 
run for three performances, but the show was so 
popular it ran for an additional 17 performances. 
Herman graduated in 1953 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in drama and received a D.F.A. degree in 
1980.  

 

 

After graduation, Herman moved to New York 
City, where he produced the Off-Broadway revue I 
Feel Wonderful, which was made up of material he 
had written at the university. It 
opened in Greenwich Village on October 18,1954, 
and ran for 48 performances. It was his only show 
his mother saw; she died of cancer at the age of 
forty-four in December 1954.  

In 1960, Herman made his Broadway debut with 
the revue From A to Z.  In 1964, producer David 
Merrick united Herman with musical actress Carol 
Channing for Hello, Dolly!  The original production 
ran for 2,844 performances, the longest running 
musical for its time.  Although facing stiff 
competition from Funny Girl, Hello, Dolly! won 10 
Tony Awards that season, a record that remained 
unbroken for 37 years. 

Herman's next musical was the hit Mame in 1966 
starring Angela Lansbury, which introduced a 
string of Herman standards, most notably the 
ballad "If He Walked Into My Life", the holiday 
favorite "We Need a Little Christmas", and the title 
tune.  

Although not commercial successes, Herman also 
wrote Dear World (1969) starring Angela 
Lansbury, Mack & Mabel (1974) starring Robert 
Preston and Bernadette Peters, and The Grand 
Tour (1979) starring Joel Grey. In 1983. 

In 2009, Herman received the Tony Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre. He was a 
recipient of the 2010 Kennedy Center Honors. 

Herman had a flair for decorating and Architectural 
Digest wrote about the firehouse he renovated. He 
then redecorated other houses and sold them. 
According to the Washington Post, he decorated 
three dozen homes.   

Herman's memoir, Showtune, was published in 
1996.  He died in Miami on December 26, 2019, at 
age 88. 
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2 Stephen Hoxworth 

3 Jayne Turner & 

  Kevin Tierney 

6 Jennifer Johnson 

8 Barb Sears 

18 Bob Albright &  

     Virgil Hyte 

22 Laila Anderson 

23 Kathy Porter & 

    Shannon Tierney 

30 Kathy Stuttle &  

    John Englehart 

 

17 Joe & Donielle Anderson 

 

 

December 
Oh! holly branch and mistletoe. 

And Christmas chimes where'er  

we go. 

 

And stockings pinned up in a row! 

These are thy gifts, December! 

And if the year has made thee old, 

And silvered all thy locks of gold, 

Thy heart has never been a-cold 

Or known a fading ember. 

The whole world is a Christmas tree, 

And stars its many candles be. 

Oh! sing a carol joyfully 

The year's great feast in keeping! 

For once, on a December night 

An angel held a candle bright. 

And led three wise men by its light 

To where a child was sleeping. 

 

Robert Haven Schauffler 1907 (Public Domain) 

  

From the Caring Committee 
 
Thank you to all who donated hats, gloves, socks 
and scarves to our God’s Work Our Hands collection 
for those in need in our community. 
 
There were 364 items collected! All will be distributed 
to those in need here in our town!  
 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Kathy Stuttle Chair of Caring Committee

 



  

First Lutheran Church Donates Cold Weather 
Gear to Plano Schools 

Members of First Lutheran Church, Plano 
recently donated bins of gear to help Plano 
students stay warm during the cold months 
ahead. Donated were mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves and socks in various colors and sizes. 
The Caring Committee at First Lutheran 
organized the drive and the items will be 
distributed to all five schools in the district and 
provided to students in need. Parents and older 
students are welcome to reach out to the school 
social workers if they need some winter 
gear. Plano School officials are very appreciative 
of this generous donation and are happy to 
partner with First Lutheran Church to help keep 
students warm and safe during winter weather. 

Pictured are Superintendent Tony Baker and 
Middle School Social Worker Chris Cooper 
accepting the First Lutheran Church of Plano 
donation on behalf of the Plano School District. 
 

 

 
 
The nominating committee of First Lutheran is 
looking for people interested in serving on council, 
the audit committee, and representatives to the 
Northern Illinois synod assembly. We are an 
organization whose strength is in our ability to 
volunteer for the good of the church and for the 
sake of the community and world. This year 
Northern Illinois Synod Assembly will be electing a 
new Bishop to serve for 6 years. Please contact 
me if you have interest in serving in any of these 
ways.  Thanks in advance for your participation.  
Together we can do more.   
 
Pastor Jonathan Black  
 

 



Sunday School Back to Basics! Just 
like the sermons each week, Sunday 
School is embracing the Narrative 
Lectionary and getting back to its roots 
of learning important stories and 
focusing on  important people in the 
Bible. We have learned about Adam & 
Eve and the Creation; Abraham & 
Sarah; Moses; Samuel; Elijah and more! 
It’s been fun researching the Internet to 
find fun crafts, stories, coloring pages, 
mazes and other fun ways to help the 
students learn and remember these 
Bible stories. And, of course, Miss 
Joanne, is playing the piano for us and 
reminding us of all the songs we love 
(and missed so much!)  

If you haven’t stopped by yet, pray 
about joining us on Sunday mornings 
from 10- 10:45 AM, to see how we are 
learning (or re-learning) old Bible 
stories and how all of us are growing in 
Christ together!  
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar  
December 12 – Sunday School Christmas  Sing-

a-Long for all kids and their parents from 10-

10:45 AM  

December 19, 26 & January 2 –  

No Sunday School Classes  
 

 
 

Family Time is the Best Time While 

we all try to “get back to normal,”  

there is one thing that is always popular, fun   

and simple to do and that’s spend time with your 

family. No masks required—just put up your feet, 

grab a cup of hot cocoa, watch your favorite 

Christmas movie and enjoy each other’s company! 

The price is right, and the memories are priceless! 

 

 

Best wishes for a blessed holiday season to 

all of our children and their families. 

Please remember the Reason for the 

Season.  
 

 
 

 
Sunday School student made ravens, after they learned how Elijah fed the birds and 

learned how God would supply all of his needs—even 
when he was hiding in the wilderness. So much fun!! 

 

 

 

Sunday School Snippets    
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastor  
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor gmail.com 
 
Church    ice 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice 00 gmail.com 
Tues. & Wed. In office  AM—Noon. 
Mon. & Thurs. from home. 

 
Financial Secretary  
Ruth Ann  oehn 
secretaryflc0  gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes gmail.com 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 

Plano, Il 60545 

(639)552-8263 

www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 

Facebook: 

FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

 

 WORS IP TIMES 

Saturdays: 5:00 PM 

Sundays:  :00 AM 

Sunday school:10-10:45AM 

Communion offered at both services 

Masks and physical distancing expected. 

  

RADIO MINISTRIES:  

Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast  of the 

weekend Worship service  airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 

  

Recorded services can also be found on our website. 

www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com  
  

 

http://www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com/

