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On the weekend of the 5th and the 6th of February we will celebrate those 
that have survived cancer and acknowledge those that we are praying for as 
they move through their cancer journey. Each persons’ healing story is not 
alike. We pray it will be a meaningful time.  
  
This year we are only focusing on cancer, a disease where it is appropriate 
to use the words “fight against” and “win against”. We are painfully aware 
that this does not begin to speak to where everyone is at on an individual 
level.   
  
I want to note that next year at this time. We would like to set aside this 
time to “pray for” all those diseases in which there is no “fighting against”, 
or “winning against”, there is only “living with”. We plan to recognize all 
those ongoing ailments big and small that influence our everyday life.  
Again, each persons’ story is not alike.   
  
I pray that we can stand together and pray for all people in their particular 
situation and understand that we are in charge of how we tell our own story 
of healing, wholeness, and perseverance. There is never a one size fits all.   
We pray as individuals. We pray as a community. We gain our strength 
from our God who provides the source for us being well. 
 

Pastor  Jonathan Black 
 
 

 
Readings for  

February 2022 
 
 

2/6/22 
• Psalm 40:1-5 
• John 4:46-54 
 

2/13/22 
• Psalm 34:1-10 
• John 6:35-59 
 

2/20/22 
• Psalm 147:1-11 
• John 7:37-52 
 

2/27/22 
• Psalm 27:1-4 
• John 9:1-41 
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Please feel free to take a Prayer Shawl or Lap Robe from 
the quilt rack located by the Secretary’s office,  if you 
know of someone to whom it might bring comfort.   These 
beautiful items are made by members of  First Lutheran 
Church for you to give. 

Our Losses—Heaven’s Gain 
Our sympathies to Paulette Albright, Don & Brenda Al-
bright and families, in the death of our friend and member 
Bob Albright. Bob passed from death to eternal life on De-
cember 24, 2021. 

 
On January 1st, 2022, our friend and  
member, Don Sampson passed from death to Eternal life.  
 
 
Our sympathies to Jim Wehrs and family in 
the death of his wife and our friend and 
member, Carole Wehrs. Carole passed from 
death to eternal life on January 18th.  

 
 
We pray for Floyd Anderson and family 
in the death of our friend and member Sherry Anderson. 
Sherry passed from death to eternal life on January 22. 
 
We mourn for all we have lost, but there is rejoicing in 
Heaven. 
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The Messiah 
George Frederic Handel  (1685–1759) 

Handel was famous as an opera composer and worked regularly through-
out the 1720’s. But the 1730’s were difficult for him as a composer and 
he branched out to become his own concert promoter, finance director, 
contractor, and conductor, as well as composer. He was always looking 
for ways to please the public that would also satisfy his urge to experi-

ment in music. He turned to English oratorio in the 1730’s in response to changes in public taste. Alt-
hough its structure resembles that of opera, it is not in dramatic form; there are no impersonations of 
characters and no direct speech.  The Messiah was his sixth work in this genre. 
 
Without The Messiah, Charles Jennens might be unknown today.  Jennens was a wealthy landowner 
with musical and literary interests, a good amateur musician and a devotee of Handel’s music. He had 
copies made for himself of everything that Handel wrote and he made the long journey to London 
each season to hear Handel’s latest compositions. In 1735 Handel received the text for a new oratorio 
named Saul from Charles Jennens. Handel did not write the music for Saul until 1738. The work 
opened at the King's Theatre in January 1739 to a warm reception. 
 
Jennings had the idea for The Messiah, and he wrote the text before offering it to Handel. Music for 
The Messiah was composed by Handel in 24 days in 1741. Handel knew that the Dublin orchestral 
and choral resources were limited compared to those in London, and he composed this piece with that 
in mind. The orchestra score was written for strings, trumpets, and drums only, and so that only violin 
and trumpet would play a solo part. Woodwind parts don’t appear at all in the original score, and were 
added later, when he began performing in England. 
 
The premiere performance of The Messiah was at a concert given for charity in Dublin, Ireland on 
April 13, 1742. Handel conducted the performance himself. The performance was sold out and re-
ceived unanimously positive reviews. But it was a different story when Handel premiered The Messi-
ah in London the next year as part of a season of English-language works performed in a theater, his 
usual venue. Newspapers objected to the use of the sacred Word of God in a place associated with 
low-life actors and scurrilous plays. 
 
The Messiah did not become an established favorite in England until the 1750’s, when Handel began 
to perform it for charity. Benevolent and wealthy London society flocked to hear The Messiah. Fol-
lowing this success, performances of The Messiah would spread throughout Europe.  Mozart per-
formed it in Vienna in 1789. 
 
William Tuckey, a retired choirmaster of Trinity Church, New York, used selections from The Messi-
ah as the second part of a concert on Jan 16, 1770 in the Music Room in the City Tavern on Broad-
way. Within the next decade selections from The Messiah were performed in Boston and Philadelph-
ia. The first complete Messiah performed in North America was in Boston in 1818. 
 
The text for The Messiah begins with prophecies by Isaiah and others, and moves onto the shepherds, 
the first "scene" taken from the Gospels. Part II concentrates on the Passion and ends with the 
"Hallelujah" chorus. Part III covers the resurrection of the dead and Christ's glorification in heaven. 
 
At the end of his manuscript Handel wrote the letters "SDG"—Soli Deo Gloria, "To God alone the 

glory". 

Ruth Ann’s Ramblings 

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structure_of_Handel%27s_Messiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera#The_Baroque_era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_(Handel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Jennens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation_to_the_shepherds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_Part_II#44
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_Part_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_the_dead#Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soli_Deo_Gloria


 

OFFERING REPORT 
 

Year to Date Offerings as of 1/23/22 
General Fund Income received: $9,396.35 
General Fund Expenditures: $12,914.98 
Income minus Expenses  ($3,518.63) 
 
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $15,341.76 
Short of Budget need: ($5,945.41) 
 
Year to Date Checking Account 
Income: $10,269.24 
Expenses: $12,914.98 
Short/Over based on expenditures (short): $2,645.74 
Balance on 1/26/22: $1,129.13                    
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The Lenten season 
begins next month. 
Ash Wednesday 
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   2  Candy Johnson 
   3  Steve Benoit 
  11  Dennis Harmon 
  16  Paulette Albright 
  17  Shirley Tucek 
  18   Joanne Johnson 
  19   Becky Englehart 
  20  Sheila Harmon & Dave Maaske 
  21   Tim Tyler 
  22  Mitch Tierney 
 
 

 
 
 
                
 
  

                 
7 - Louis & Dorella Wilson 
14 - Randy & Theresa Jensen 
 
                          
 

 
 

 
 

Dearly Beloved, 
 

Grace and Peace to 
you. 

 
He stood up to read. 
He found the place 

where it was written:  
            

“The Spirit of God is upon me... 
           to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim 

the year of God's favor.” 
            

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down.  —Luke 4.16-19 
 
Watch how Jesus does scripture: 
the passage in Isaiah actually says, “to proclaim 
the year of God's favor, and the day of vengeance 
of our God.” But Jesus stops with favor, leaves out 
vengeance, and sits down. 
 
Call it cherry-picking. Scripture is replete with im-
ages of God as vengeful and God as forgiving. But 
vengeance is not forgiveness. God isn't sort of this 
and sometimes that.  
 
You have to choose. You don't get both.  
Jesus chooses. (He quotes Hosea: “I desire mercy, 
not sacrifices.”) No matter what your sacred books 
say you have to choose: the way of vengeance, 
power and domination, 
or the way of courage, love and nonviolence. 

Though he has reason 
not to, Jesus chooses the 
side of love. And when 
he asks you, and you 
falter, don't worry. He'll 
still choose the way of 
love. 
 
 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes  
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Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Sunday school:10-10:45AM 
Communion offered at both services 
Masks and physical distancing expected. 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast  of the 
weekend Worship service  airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 
 
Recorded services can also be found on our website. 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com  

Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Church Office 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Tues. & Wed. In office 9AM—Noon. 
Mon. & Thurs. from home. 

 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes@gmail.com 

Deadline for March Anchor is Monday  

February 21st.  No exceptions. Thank you. 


