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It is a New Year. The one thing that always remains constant is change. We
are older (hopefully wiser), the days
are getting longer (hopefully warmer),
this is going to be a great year (or
more of just the same thing).

This year there will be a lot that is
the same and some things that are
different. This month we will be giving the congregation some feedback from our small group process
this last year. We greatly appreciate
the time and energy people put into
this, and we know that it has been
something that is beneficial for all.
We pray that as we continue to
spend time together in the life of
the church. Each of us as individuals
and as a church as a whole will be able
to grow in faith and in relationships and
be able to put to full use the wide variety of gifts that the Holy Spirit has given
to us.

The paradox of the church is that it will
always remain the same (Jesus is the
same yesterday, today and tomorrow).
And the church will always be in change
(people come and go, people are born
and die, the society around us changes
and the church adapts). Lutherans are May this year be a time of blessing.
very familiar with paradoxes. At the
Pastor
heart of the Lutheran understanding is
Jonathan Black
the law and the Gospel which provides a
framework for these paradoxes.
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Readings for January
Jan. 4 & 5
Jesus’ Ministry Begun
Mark 1:21-45
Psalm 103:1-5
Jan. 11 & 12
Jesus Heals & Teaches
Mark 2:1-22
Psalm 103:6-14
Jan. 18 & 19
Parables in Mark
Mark 4:1-34
Psalm 126
Jan. 25 & 26
Jesus & the Geransene
Demoniac
Mark 5:1-20
Psalm 89:1-4

NEW YEAR’S EVE CANDLE LITANY
Light as many candles as you like and begin:

Lord, your truth shines as light for our journey forward.
In you, oh Lord, we find both refuge and strength.
Lord, let this light remind us of your truth, that we might
serve as witnesses to your inclusive love in the world.

The 2020 Flower charts are up! In an effort to
cut costs these have been a simple print in
office instead of ordering charts. Anyone can
sign up to donate flowers. If Ed and Jo Ann are
signed up on a day you want feel free to talk to
them about it. They are quite open to giving up
days they have marked. They just want to
make sure there are flowers on the Altar.

With one hand to hold the candle,
And the other to tend the flame,
We have no hands left for violence.
We are one people! We are God’s people!
Lord, we ask that you continue to light the way.
Where darkness enters, let us shine your light.
Lord, we ask that you guide us as peacemakers.
Where divisions exist, let us build bridges among people.
Lord, we ask that you help us tear down all that divides us.
Lord, send us forth to seek your justice and truth.
Lord, make us instruments of your peace on earth.
Lord, just as your disciples gathered together in your
presence, so too are we drawn together in you this night.
(Breaking Down Walls—ELCA)

You can order the flowers from any florist of
your choosing. Questions see Jerri Lynn in the
office.

Annual

Meeting
Sunday,
January
26th
at
10:00 AM

Congratulations
to Andy & Leah
Porter in the
birth of their
son Theodore
James, born
November 11,
2019.
Theodore is the
grandson of Jim
& Kathy Porter.
God’s blessings!

The office
will be closed
New Year’s Eve &
New Year’s Day.

Epiphany is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation (theophany) of God incarnate as Jesus Christ. The feast commemorates the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child
and is sometimes called Three Kings Day.
The traditional date for the feast is January 6. However, the celebration is sometimes held
on the Sunday after January 1st. The Eastern Churches that are still following the Julian
calendar observe the feast on Jan. 19th because of the difference between the Julian and
Gregorian calendars.

In many Western Christian Churches, the eve of the feast (Epiphany Eve) is celebrated as Twelfth Night.
The Monday after Epiphany is known as Plough Monday. Plough Monday is the traditional start of the English agricultural year. References to Plough Monday date back to the late 15th century.
A hymn that is often sung to celebrate the day of Epiphany is “We Three Kings”, also known as “The Quest
of the Magi” an Epiphany hymn that was written by John Henry Hopkins, Jr., in 1857.
Hopkins originally worked as a journalist for a New York newspaper and studied to become a lawyer. He
chose to join the clergy upon graduating from the University of Vermont. Hopkins studied at the General
Theological Seminary in New York City. After graduating and being ordained a deacon in 1850, he became
the first music teacher at the seminary, holding the post until 1857. At the time of composing the carol, Hopkins also served as the rector of Christ Episcopal Church in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
During his final year of teaching at the seminary, Hopkins wrote “We Three Kings” for a Christmas pageant
held at the college. He was both the author of the lyrics and composer of the music. It was uncommon
among carol composers to write both the lyrics and music. Hopkins originally published the carol with the
title “Three Kings of Orient” in 1862. It was the first Christmas carol originating from the United States to
achieve widespread popularity.
The context of the carol centers around the events recounted in the Gospel of Matthew about the Magi, who
visited the infant Jesus and gave him gifts of gold (a gift for a king), frankincense (used by priests during
worship in the Temple) and myrrh (a spice used in burial). In the Bible story there are no details given with
regards to the number of Magi there were, or whether they were even royalty. The status of the Magi as
kings from the Orient is legendary and based on tradition. The notion of three kings is based on the three
separate gifts that were given.
John Henry Hopkins, Jr., organized the carol in such a way that three male voices would each sing a single
verse as a solo, corresponding with the three kings. The first and last verses of the carol were sung together
by all three as “verses of praise”, while the intermediate verses are sung individually, with each king describing the gift he was bringing. Nowadays, however, the Magi’s solos are typically not observed when singing
the carol.

Hot Buttered Rum Cider

Directions:
In a large mug, combine the maple syrup, brown
sugar, butter and rum. Remove any pits.
Squeeze the lemon wedge into the mug and then
drop it in.

For those cold winter nights! The hot mingling
flavors of citrus, rum and sugar seem to warm
you from your toes to your head. This is for one
serving, because it is easiest to measure out the
amounts into each individual cup. But heat the
cider for any number of servings all together in
the saucepan.

Use a metal skewer to poke 3 holes into the orange rind. Press the cloves into the holes and
add this to the mug. If desired, coil orange zest
strips around the cinnamon stick. Place the cinnamon stick in the mug.

Ingredients:
1 tsp. pure maple syrup
1 tsp, firmly packed brown sugar
1 tsp. unsalted butter
3 TBS. dark rum
1 Lemon quartered and seeded
1 thick orange slice, halved and seeded
3 cloves
2/3 liquid cup unpasteurized apple cider
1 long cinnamon stick

In a saucepan, heat the apple cider just until
small bubbles form around the sides. Pour into
the mug and use the cinnamon stick to stir.
COURAGE

It takes courage to take action and achieve
your goals. Make your life epic and awesome! What are the top 3 goals you want to
try starting for 2020 ? The key is to try.

____________________________________

____________________________________
____________________________________

Offering Report
OFFERINGS RECEIVED

Please note the Complete Council
Minutes transcribed by Council
Secretary, Diane Kupp can be
found posted on the bulletin
board at the bottom of the stairs
leading into the Fellowship Hall.
Generally it will be for the last two
months for your reference. If you
wish to see prior minutes see
Jerri Lynn in the office. Highlights
will no longer be printed in the
Anchor.

11/9 & 10
11/16 & 17
11/23 & 24
11/30 & 12/1
12/7 & 8
12/14 & 15

$ 2,928.84
$ 3,415.11
$ 2,857.20
$ 2,542.71
$ 4,138.47
$ 3,446.22

GENERAL FUND BUDGET
Need Per week $3,957.80

(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks)

As of December 15
Received
$ 168,857.10
Need
$ 197,817.93
Short
$ (28,960.83)
1/1 –12/15
CHECKING ACCOUNT
Beginning Bal.
$1,961.91
Income
$196,258.61 (11,500 from savings)
Expenses
$193,691.99
Ending Balance
$ 4,528.53

The 2020 Offering Envelopes are in the
back of the Sanctuary. If you don’t find
yours, and need a box, please contact
Ruth Ann Hoehn or the church office.

4 Erik Englehart
5 Joe Anderson
10 Sharon Brue
14 Ryan Phillips
15 Scott Englehart
19 Karen DeBolt & Alex Porter
21 Tim Kern
25 Jeff Hoehn
28 Margaret Briggs
29 Donielle Anderson
30 Mike Grommes

Prayer Chain Partners
8:30 AM—8:30 PM
1. Jane Hyte - 630-552-7095
2. Virginia Phelps - 630-552-3434
3. Diane Schlesinger 630-552-7533
4. Bev Vilmin 630-552-3550
5. Theresa Bagg 815-786-5069*
6. Erin Gillman - 630-715-0843*
7. Staci Smith - 630-999-4117*
8. Karen DeBolt - 630-546-7451*
9. Kathy Benoit - 630-816-3366*
10. Brenda Albright - 630-277-6314*
11. Jerri Lynn Baker—630-430-9025*
12. Kathy Stuttle– 815-768-5431*
(*) Texting capabilities.

Please Pray For…….
Paul & Cindy Alsup, Sherry
Anderson, Lori Black, Alice
Crawford, Sue Hyte, Sherry
Ill, Linda Landis, Marty Lincoln, Karla Reinbolt and
Wilma Simms.

Please pray for those
serving in the
military and their
families.

We offer our deepest heartfelt sympathies to:
Alice Crawford and Floyd and Sherry Anderson in the death of Alice’s brother,
and Sherry’s uncle, Del LaGow.
Don Sampson, family and friends, in the death of his wife and our friend,
Martha who died Saturday, December 7th.
Marty & Valerie Lincoln in the death of their friend Fred McAllister.
And
Renee Olsen and family in the death of her Uncle Jeffery Udelhofen, who died
on Sunday, December 8th.
May God bless all in their time of grief.

Sunday School Snippets
Collections for Kendall
County Food Pantry

Holiday Thank You’s

What a delightful Sunday School Program!! It is
so nice to have the program during the church
Sunday School children are invited to donate
canned goods and non-perishable food items for service, so the entire congregation can celebrate
the Kendall County Community Food Pantry. First with the students. We hope you enjoyed the
Lutheran is always a drop-off location for these Christmas Alphabet poem and having all ages take
items. Food pantries experience shortages after part in the excitement of the season. Thanks to
all the music leaders and teachers for preparing
the holidays, so January is a great time to doand practicing special performances. Especially
nate.
thank you to the students for doing such a great
job singing and speaking!
Special thanks, too, to the adult secret pals who
showered Christian love and special gifts to their
Sunday School Secret Pals. What a joyful day as
the children smiled from ear to ear while they
opened their cards and gifts from their special
anonymous angels.
May this holiday season
leave you with precious memories:
A Christmas filled with love and light,
perfect gifts, delicious foods,
love and joy all around.
A New Year with continuing blessings—
friends, family, good work, great fun,
and delightful surprises.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sunday School Takes Winter Break

There will be no Sunday School classes on December 22nd, 29th and January 5th. Classes will
resume on January 12th. We wish safe travels to
all during the holiday season.

First Lutheran Church
200 N. Center St.
Plano, IL 60545
Phone: (630) 552-8263
Firstoffice200@gmail.com
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturdays: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 9:00 AM
Communion offered at both.
RADIO MINISTRIES:
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial
broadcast of the weekend Worship service
airs on WSPY 107.1 FM

Pastor:
Reverend Jonathan Black
firstplanopastor@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant:
Jerri Lynn Baker
Firstoffice200@gmail.com
Mon-Thur. 7:00 AM—1:00 PM
Financial Secretary
Ruth Ann Hoehn
Email:secretaryflc02@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nan Grommes
Email:nangrommes@gmail.com

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY ANCHOR—
MONDAY, JANUARY 20TH
Please submit articles by this date or before.

