
 

Mary’s first “baby shower” was a little late, but 
better late than never. The practical gifts would 
have been cloth diapers, maybe some food for 
the trip, or even a car seat for the donkey ride? 
What the first family received at their baby 
shower were very impractical gifts, Gold, Myrrh 
and Frankincense. The gifts were given as an 
Epiphany.   

 
The word Epiphany means revealing. The gifts 
given to Jesus revealed that he was a king that 
he deserved honor, and most importantly that  
Jesus was for everyone. As we begin our time in 
the gospel of John, John wants us to be clear that 
the light shines in the darkness and that the dark-
ness will never overcome it. The light is the light 
of Christ that reveals God’s will to the nations.  
Even at the darkness on the cross, the light of 
Christ makes it clear the type of king that Jesus 
will be. 

 
Epiphany is a word that we do not use very often 
in our vocabulary. Maybe we should use it more.  
Wherever we see God at work in places we did 
not realize, we have our moment of Epiphany.  
God is revealed to us. I think the biggest trick is 
to determine what we should be looking for. I 
contend that if we want God to be revealed to us 
we look for the action of the Holy Spirit. Where 
there is love. Where there is joy.  Where there is 
peace. Where there is patience. Where there is 
kindness. Where there is generosity. Where there 

is faithfulness. Where there is gentleness. Where 
there is self- control. These are the places in 
which God is revealed to us. And I contend that 
often God is revealed to us in places where we 
do not expect it.  

 
Where do we look for God? Often the evening 
news is not the best place to look. It does not fo-
cus on the actions of God, rather it focuses on 
anger and discontent and death and impatience. 
God does not give you an Epiphany in such cir-
cumstances. The wise men learned the signs 
from ancient texts. The wise men searched.  The 
wise men asked questions. And when the light of 
the star was revealed to them at the  
manger in Bethlehem they were able to leave in 
peace for they had their Epiphany. God was  
revealed to them. May you live to learn and 
search and seek and God’s presence will be  
revealed to you. 

 
Pastor   
Jonathan Black 
 
 

 F I R S T  LU T H E R A N  C H U R C H  2 0 0  N .  C E N T E R ,  P L A N O,  I L L I N O I S  

VISIT US ONLINE  firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
www.facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

 

JANUARY 2022 
VOLUME 35 
ISSUE 1 

The Anchor 



 

Our deepest sympathies and prayers to  

Larry Burton in the death of his wife, Juanita 

Burton who passed from death to eternal life on 

November 15, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With sadness we ask for prayers for Scott and 

Robert Gryder, sons of Jo Ann Gryder, in the 

passing of their father, Rick Gryder. He died 

unexpectedly on November 24th.  

Jan. 1 & 2 
Jesus says come & see 

Psalm 66:1-5 
John 1:35-51 

 
Jan. 8 & 9 

Baptism of our Lord 
Psalm 104:14-16 

John 2:1-11 
 

Jan. 15 & 16 
Jesus cleanses the temple 

Psalm 127:1-2 
John 13-25 

 
Jan. 22 & 23 
Nicodemus 

Psalm 139:13-18 
John 3:1-21 

 
Jan. 29 & 30 

Woman at the well 
Psalm 42:1-3 
John 4:1-42 

Annual  

Meeting 
 

Sunday,  

January 30th  

at  

10:00 AM 

 
On February 5th and 6th First 
Lutheran will have a weekend of 
hope, praying for cancer. 
The worship services will be fo-
cused on healing and specifically 
the disease of cancer. There 
will be opportunities to let peo-
ple know who you are praying 
for, celebrating survivors, and 
praying for healing and continued better medical 
practices to combat this deadly disease. It is a time 
to celebrate and for prayer. We hope that you will 
consider participating in this upcoming weekend 
of hope. More information is coming.  
 
Pastor Black 

January Readings 



 

  

While searching for information for the December newsletter, I came across this 
song written by country singer Wayne Raney. (I can hear Randy’s twang as I read 
the lyrics). As far as needing less rock and roll, keep in mind that this is a country 
and western song released in 1959. 

 

"We Need a Whole Lot More of Jesus (and a Lot Less Rock and Roll)"  

You can read it in the morning paper 
Hear it on the radio 
How crime is sweeping the nation 
This world is about to go 

We need a good old case of salvation 
To put the love of God in our soul 
We need a whole lot more of Jesus 
And a lot less rock and roll 

Wayne Raney (Aug. 17, 1921 – Jan. 23, 1993)  was an American country singer and harmonica player.  
He was born on a farm near Wolf Bayou, Arkansas, the youngest of five children of William Franklin 
(Frank) Raney and Bonnie Davis Raney. He learned to play harmonica at an early age. He moved 
to Piedras Negras, Mexico at age 13, where he played on radio station XEPN.  He met Lonnie Glosson, 
his long-time musical associate, in 1936, and together they found work on radio in Little Rock in 1938. 
Later the pair worked for WCKY out of Cincinnati and played on syndicated radio. They also estab-
lished a harmonica mail order business. The business became enormously successful. They sold mil-
lions of harmonicas and played a major role in turning the harmonica into a popular instrument. The 
business continued until 1960.  

Raney played with the Delmore Brothers in the years after World War II. He launched a solo career in 
1948. His first two singles, "Lost John Boogie" and "Jack and Jill Boogie", both reached the Top 15 of 
the U.S. country chart. His 1949 single, "Why Don't You Haul Off and Love Me", was a No. 1 country hit 
and also hit the Top 40 of the pop chart. Raney played the Grand Ole Opry in 1953. Late in the 1950s 
he worked as a DJ, record producer, and started Rimrock Records. He wrote the 1959 Christian revival 
song, "We Need a Whole Lot More of Jesus (and a Lot Less Rock and Roll)", which has been covered 
by numerous artists in a variety of styles. These include The Greenbriar Boys and Linda Ronstadt. He 
recorded country music into the early 1960s.  

After returning to Arkansas, he recorded a gospel album called Don't Try to Be What You Ain't. Eventu-
ally he went into semi-retirement, performing occasionally in the late 1960s and 1970s. He appeared 
sporadically on Hee Haw in the 1970s. He lost his voice in the 1980s and ceased performing. He pub-
lished an autobiography entitled Life Has Not Been a Bed of Roses in 1990. He died of cancer in 1993.  

Raney was honored posthumously with the Arkansas Country Music Award for "Lifetime Achievement" 
on June 3, 2018 at the University of Arkansas, Little Rock. 

If you are reading this on your computer here is a link to the song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WJaN0xrLOZE  
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COURAGE 
It takes courage to take action and 
achieve your goals.  Make your life epic 
and awesome! What are the top 3 goals 
you want to try starting for 2022?  The 
key is to try. Writing them down gives 
commitment. 

 
________________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
 
________________________________ 

Lifelong Learning Institute (LLI) is a peer run organiza-
tion through Waubonsee Community College that pro-
vides courses, outings and short trips for seniors over 
50. The courses cover varied subjects, something to ap-
peal to almost everyone.  Belonging to LLI provides op-
portunities to meet new people, learn and explore new 
ideas and be part of a vital organization. For more infor-
mation as well as a registration form, check out Lifelong 
Learning | Waubonsee Community College.  Questions? 
Please contact Ceil Carey at 708-846-1704 or see Jo Ann 
Gryder. 

OFFERING REPORT 
 

Year to Date Offerings as of 12/19/21 
General Fund Income received: $154,061.52 
General Fund Expenditures: $162,540.42 
Income minus Expenses  ($8,478.90) 
 
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $195,607.44 
Short of Budget need: ($41,545.92) 
 
Year to Date Checking Account 
Income: $176,373.50 (includes $8000 from savings) 
Expenses: $175,865.00 
Short/Over based on expenditures (short): $508.50 
Balance on 12/19/21: $8,282.32                     

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waubonsee.edu%2Fcommunity-offerings%2Flifelong-learning&data=04%7C01%7C%7C01891c5e6e6e404f84dc08d9a21d5c37%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637719069245874547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waubonsee.edu%2Fcommunity-offerings%2Flifelong-learning&data=04%7C01%7C%7C01891c5e6e6e404f84dc08d9a21d5c37%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637719069245874547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
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Thu 

  

Fri 
  

Sat 

  
Office hours 

are Tues & 

Wed. 9-Noon 

 
  
  

      
  
 

  
  
  

1 
  
5:00 PM Wor-

ship 

2 9:00AM Wor-

ship 
  
  
No Sunday 

school 
  
  

3 

 

 

 
  

4 
  
7:00PM Worship 

5 
  
  
  

6 

 

 

 

7 8 
  
5:00 PM 
Worship 

9 
9:00 AM Worship 
  
10:00AM Sunday 
school resumes 
  
  

10 
  

11 
  
6:00PM Caring 
Committee 
  
7:00PM Council 
  

12 
  
  
  

13 
  
  
 

 

14 

 
  
  

15 
  
  
5:00 PM Wor-

ship 

16 
9:00 AM Worship 
  
10:00AM Sunday 
school 

17 
  

 

18 
  
  

19 
  
  

20 
  
1:00PM Women’s 
Bible Study 
  

21 
  
 4-8PM Food 

Pantry 

22 
  
  
5:00 PM Wor-

ship 

23 
9:00 AM Worship 
  
  
10:00AM Sunday 

school and Confir-
mation 

24 
  
February News-
letter Articles 
Due! 

25 
  
7:00PM Property 
Committee 

26 
  
  

27 

  

 28 

  

  

29 

  
5:00 PM Wor-

ship 

30 

  
10:00AM Annual 

Meeting 
  

31           



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4   Erik Englehart 
5   Joe Anderson 
10  Sharon Brue 
14  Ryan Phillips 
15  Scott Englehart 
19  Karen DeBolt & Alex Porter 
21  Tim Kern 
25  Jeff Hoehn 
28  Margaret Briggs 
29  Donielle Anderson 
30  Mike Grommes 

 

Please pray for 
those serving in the 
Military, our law en-
forcement members 
and our First Re-
sponders and their 
families. 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual meeting will be held on Sun-
day, January 30th at 10AM.  
 
ALL REPORTS DUE DECEMBER 30TH,  
unless you were waiting for Financial 
statements. Any reports waiting for finan-
cials, please try to get those submitted AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE.  
 
Annual Reports should be available to 
pick up the weekend prior, January 22/23, 
to read, look over and prepare any ques-
tions for the meeting. 

Please remember those in our community who are hungry. 
The Micro Pantry is being used every day. Items that are 
used quickly are: 
Crackers 
Cereal  
Soups 
Canned meats 
 
Thank you to all who contribute to the Micro Pantry! Bless 
you for your generosity! 
 
Kathy Stuttle 
Caring Committee 

 

Congratulations to the 
Joey & Priscilla Zitt 
family with their new-
est addition: Genevieve 
Lucille Zitt was born 
December 16, 2021. 
Prayers for this new lit-
tle one!   



 

 

Collections for First Lutheran  
Micro Food Pantry 

Sunday School children are invited to donate 
canned goods and non-perishable food items for 
the First Lutheran Micro Food Pantry.  Families 
and food pantries experience shortages after 
the holidays, so January is a great time to do-
nate.  If you haven’t checked out the micro pan-
try, do so today!  It’s a happening place in town 
and helps many!! 
 

 
 
May this holiday season 
leave you with precious memories: 
A Christmas filled with love and light, 
perfect gifts, delicious foods, 
love and joy all around. 
 
A New Year with continuing blessings— 
friends, family, good work, great fun, 
and delightful surprises. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Sunday School Takes Winter Break 
There will be no Sunday School classes on De-
cember 19, 26th and January 2nd.  Classes will re-
sume on January 9th.  We wish safe travels to all 
during the holiday season. 
 

 
Sunday School kids made special ornaments/crafts/necklaces, played 
holiday musical chairs, “Santa says,” Christmas bingo and enjoyed cheerful 
holiday music.  It’s been a fun holiday season and we hope to see more 
kiddos at Sunday School in 2022!!  Everyone is invited and welcome in 
God’s house. 

 
 
 
Holiday Handouts and Goodie Bags for 
Kids 
When you stop by church during the holiday season, be 
sure to pick up holiday coloring pages, mazes, and word 
searches for the kids.  There are also goodie bags 
for the kids with some sweet treats.  Everything 
can be found on the coffee table inside the Clark 
Street entrance.  Enjoy! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday School Snippets    
 

 



 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Communion offered at both. 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial 
broadcast  of the weekend Worship service  
airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 
 
Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant: 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Mon-Thur. 7:00 AM—1:00 PM 
 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
Email:secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Nan Grommes 
Email:nangrommes@gmail.com 

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY ANCHOR— 
MONDAY, JANUARY 24th. 

Please submit articles by this date or before. 

Return Service Requested 


