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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ GATHERING ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Psalm 46:1-11 
Pastor: 1God is our refuge and strength, 
People: a very present help in trouble. 
Pastor: 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
People: though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
Pastor: 3though its waters roar and foam, 
People: though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
Pastor: 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
People: the holy habitation of the Most High. 
Pastor: 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
People: God will help it when the morning dawns. 
Pastor: 6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
People: he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
Pastor: 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
People: the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
Pastor: 8Come, behold the works of the LORD; 
People: see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
Pastor: 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
People: he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns 
the shields with fire. 
Pastor: 10"Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among  
the nations, 
People: I am exalted in the earth." 
Pastor:11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
People: the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
GREETING  
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
 

GATHERING SONG 
 
“God is Here” #526 
God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
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Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” #611 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; lay down, 
O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast." I came to 
Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; I found in him a resting 
place, and he has made me glad. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give the living 
water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live." I came to Jesus, 
and I drank of that life-giving stream; my thirst was quenched, my 
soul revived, and now I live in him. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's light; look 
unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright." I looked 
to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; and in that light of life 
I'll walk till trav'ling days are done. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, 

redeems us and calls us by name. 
People: Amen.  
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor: Most merciful God, 
People: we confess that we have sinned against you and your 
beloved children. We have turned our faces away from your 
glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected 
your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed 
to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 
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our repentance for the things we have done and the things we 
have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of 
your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 

Pastor: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are 

forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the 
household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and 
forgiven children of God. 
People: Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
A Reading from Psalm 42:1-3 
 1As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O 
God. 2My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come 
and behold the face of God? 3My tears have been my food day and 
night, while people say to me continually, "Where is your God?" 
Here ends the reading. 
 
The Gospel according to St. John                            John 4:1-42 
1Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, "Jesus is 
making and baptizing more disciples than John" 2— although it was 
not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized — 3he left Judea 
and started back to Galilee. 4But he had to go through Samaria. 
5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was 
there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 
7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 
"Give me a drink." 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 
9The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask 
a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the 
gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water." 11The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater 
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons 
and his flocks drank from it?" 13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who 
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drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the 
water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will 
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 
life." 15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I 
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water." 
16Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." 17The 
woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, 
"You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18for you have had 
five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. 
What you have said is true!" 19The woman said to him, "Sir, I see 
that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is 
in Jerusalem." 21Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to 
worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know that 
Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When he comes, he will 
proclaim all things to us." 26Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who 
is speaking to you." 
27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?" or, 
"Why are you speaking with her?" 28Then the woman left her water 
jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29Come and 
see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be 
the Messiah, can he? 30They left the city and were on their way to 
him. 
31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." 
32But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know 
about." 33So the disciples said to one another, "Surely no one has 
brought him something to eat?" 34Jesus said to them, "My food is to 
do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you 
not say, 'Four months more, then comes the harvest'? But I tell you, 
look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 
36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For 
here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 38I sent 
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you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, 
and you have entered into their labor." 
39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
woman's testimony, "He told me everything I have ever done." 40So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed 
because of his word. 42They said to the woman, "It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world." 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

MESSAGE 
 
HYMN “Lord Take My Hand” #767 
Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life's way; direct, protect, 
and feed me from day to day. Without your grace and favor 
I go astray; so take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. 
 
Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; for you, the Rock of 
Ages, are always near. Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
for when your hand is guiding, in peace I go. 
 
Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come, I know that 
you will strengthen my steps toward home, then nothing can 
impede me, O blessed Friend! So, take my hand and lead me 
unto the end. 
 
APOSTLES CREED                                                        
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen.   
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SHARING OF THE PEACE    
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
People: And also with you.    
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Pastor: God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we 
can take nothing out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, 
which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. 
Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
People: Amen 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                      
Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; 
so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God 
has made. 

A brief silence. 
 
Pastor: Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. 
Cultivate ministries and communities of compassion that bear 
witness to your enduring presence among us. God of grace, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance 
that leads to destruction of natural resources and disregard for 
future generations. Inspire the work of scientists who urge us to live 
in harmony with your creation. God of grace, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. 
Accompany immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers who cross 
borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft 
compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist 
them. God of grace, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. 
Comfort with your love all who are lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. 
Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit. God of 
grace, 
People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of 
children in this congregation and in this community. Give us humble 
hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire us with their laughter, their 
insight, and their curiosity. God of grace, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We praise you for those who have gone before us and now 
see you face to face. Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in 
the arms of your neverending love. God of grace 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, 
we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
People: Amen. 
 
GIVING THANKS 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, God conquered sin, 
death, and evil, and did so for the sake of all creation. 
People: We are here in response to Jesus’ invitation and 
command, here to receive our Lord – who is truly present – in 
this bread and cup. 
 
EUCHARIST (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 
Pastor: For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf 
of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
"This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray with confidence the prayer our Lord taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 
COMMUNION PRAYER  
Pastor: We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on 
the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to 
proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your 
grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen.  
 
BLESSING  
Pastor: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who 

rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,☩ bless your going 

out and your coming in, today and forever. In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: “We Know That Christ is Raised” #449 
We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. Embraced by 
death, he broke its fearful hold, and our despair he turned to 
blazing joy. Hallelujah! 
 
We share by water in his saving death. Reborn, we share with him 
an Easter life, as living members of our Savior Christ. Hallelujah! 
 
The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. The Spirit's fission 
shakes the church of God. Baptized, we live with God the Three in 
One. Hallelujah! 
 
 
SENDING 
Pastor: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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