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One half of the Gospel of John takes place in
Jerusalem during Holy week. Holy week contains the most important narrative stories for
the Christian faith. I believe that it is for that
reason all of the Sundays in Lent will be devoted to stories from those last days of Jesus before his death.

I ss ue

March
2022

For Palm Sunday we will go back and have both the stories of
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and also his death. Maundy Thursday
will feature some of Jesus’ last words on the cross. Good Friday
will focus on Jesus as the Passover lamb, and Easter will focus
on... well I bet you can guess this one.

O Son of God,
change my
heart, Your
spirit composes
the songs of
the birds and
buzz of the
bees. I ask of
you only one
more miracle:
Beautify my
soul.

We look forward to engaging in the greatest story ever told in a
different way. We will come humbly before our God in thanksgiving of how good God has been to us.

Readings for March

Here are the stories that will play out in the narrative lectionary.
The first Sunday in Lent is the story of the raising of Lazarus.
The other 4 Sundays in Lent will have the stories of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet, Peter’s denial, Jesus and Pilate, the scene
of Jesus being condemned.

Pastor Black

Hebridean

•
•

Ash Wed. 3/2/2022
Psalm 23
John 10:1-18

•
•

3/6/2022
Psalm 104:27-30
John 11:1-44

•
•

3/13/2022
Psalm 51:7-12
John 13:1-17

•
•

3/20/2022
Psalm 17:1-7
John 18:12-27

•
•

3/27/2022
Psalm 145:10-13
John 18:28-40
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Please Welcome Our New Members
Tim and Linda Byam live in Plano and
have made a wonderful addition to our
Choir!

Your New
Council

Executive Board
President: Joe Trost
Vice: Virgil Hyte
Secretary: Diane Kupp
Treasurer: Mary Kay Pilmer
Council Members
Ed Coates
Wally Hamlin
Sue Huston
Kathy Meyer
Pam Szczesniak

God’s Blessings on Grant Vahl, baptized on February 12. Grant’s parents are Katelyn and
Rex Vahl. Grandparents are Steve & Karen DeBolt and Great Grandparents are Norm &
Diane Schlesinger. All members of First Lutheran. God’s blessings on Grant.
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Don’t forget to set your
clocks ahead one hour
Saturday, March 12th, before bed time! We’d hate
for you to be late to
Church.

Ash Wednesday—March 2 at 7PM
March 9—April 6th Wednesday

Lenten Worship with the Holden
Evening Prayer booklet at 7PM.
Palm Sunday—April 10
Maundy Thursday—April 14
Good Friday—April 15

Easter Sunday—April 17
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Ruth Ann’s Ramblings
I recently read the book “Searching for Family and Traditions at the
French Table.” It is a non-fiction book that tells the stories of family
traditions and celebrations that people in various regions of France
remember from growing up. One thing that caught my
attention is that there are many celebrations that are based on the
remembrance of saints. Because music is a prominent theme in the
story of St. Cecilia’s life, her feast day has been a special time of
celebration for musicians. I wanted to learn more.
Saint Cecilia was a Roman martyr honored in the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and
some Lutheran churches, such as the Church of Sweden. Her feast day, on November
22nd, is an occasion for concerts and musical festivals. Her feast day has been
celebrated since about the fourth century. St. Cecilia was a noblewoman who lived in
Rome in the third century. Various sources tell the story of her life differently, with the result
that aside from the fact that she was martyred, many of the specific details of her life are
unclear. According to the story, despite her vow of virginity she made so that she could devote herself to serving the Lord and his church, her parents arranged for her to marry a pagan nobleman named Valerian. During the wedding, Cecilia sat apart singing to God in her
heart, and for that, she was later declared the patron saint of musicians.
The Christian witness of this young woman soon brought Valerian to the be baptized,
and before long Valerian’s brother Tiburtius was also converted. The martyrdom of
Cecilia is said to have followed that of her husband and his brother.
St. Cecilia was buried in the Catacomb of Callixtus and later transferred to the Church
of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere. The church of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere is said to have
been built on the site of the house in which she lived. The original church was
constructed in the fourth century. During the ninth century, Pope Paschal I had remains
that were supposedly hers buried there.
St. Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha, Nebraska is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Begun in 1905 and consecrated in 1959, it ranked among the ten largest cathedrals in the United States when it was completed. On March 16, 2007, a painting of The
Virgin Immaculata was reported stolen from St. Cecilia. About 7:30 am, church officials noticed the artwork had been cut from its frame. The painting had an estimated value of
$100,000.
Some fun facts: Georg Friedrich Haendel composed two works for Saint Cecilia
with John Dryden: The Oratorio Alexander’s Feast or The Power of Music (1736) and
Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day (1739).
Geoffrey Chaucer retells the story of Cecilia and Valerian and his brother in “The Second
Nun’s Tale” in The Canterbury Tales.
The famous maker of stringed instruments, Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume produces a line of violin and viola under the name St. Cécile with a decal stamped on the upper back.

The An ch or

P age 5

The An ch or

P age 6

SAINT PATRICK’S BREASTPLATE
Today I shield myself with threefold power, Invocation
of the Trinity. Belief in the threeness, profession of the
oneness. In union with the Creator.
The Third Friday of every month we are
in need of volunteers to help distribute
food for the County Food Pantry. The
hours are 4-8pm, and you do not have to
be here for the entire time. Give the time
that you have available. The distribution
happens here at First. The distribution
happens from the Prairie Street entrance
of our Fellowship hall. You help fill the
boxes and then take them outside to the
people waiting in their vehicles. The
need is great in our community, so if you
can help, it is much appreciated. Please
see Joe Trost with any questions.

Today I shield myself with the power of Christ’s baptism, his hanging and burial. His rising again and his
ascension, his descent for the last judgment.
Today I shield myself with power of heaven, light of
the sun. Brilliance of the moon, splendor of fire. Speed
of lightning swiftness of wind. Depths of sea, firmness
of earth, hardness of rock.
Today I shield myself with God’s power to direct me,
God’s strength to uphold me God’s good sense to
guide me, God’s ear to listen for me. God’s peaking to
speak for me. God’s hand to guard me. God’s path
opening before me, God’s shield to protect me.
Christ be with me. Christ be before me, Christ be behind me, Christ be inside me, Christ be beneath me,
Christ be above me, Christ on my right hand, Christ on
my left hand, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit
down, Christ when I rise up.
Christ all around me. Christ in the heart of everyone
who beholds me; Christ in every eye that sees me; and
Christ in every ear that hears me.

27 Tim & Diane Kupp
28 Don & Brenda Albright

Today I shield myself with threefold power, invocation
of the Trinity. Belief in the threeness, profession of the
oneness, in union with the Creator.
The Lord is salvation, The Lord is salvation; May your
salvation, O Lord, be always with us.

Offering Report

1 Ellie Maaske & Greyson Colbert
9 Jennifer Brown
10 Ryan Englehart
12 Joe Trost & Sheryll Trost
14 Paige Phillips
17 Becky Klatt
18 Nancy Martin & Erin Gillman
19 Madilyn Zitt
26 Carter Meyer
27 Laura Nicoletti

Year to Date Offerings as of 2/13/22
General Fund Income received: $18,797.29
General Fund Expenditures: $20,125.65
Income minus Expenses ($1,328.36)
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $28,346.56
Short of Budget need: ($9,549.27)
Year to Date Checking Account
Income: $25,543.50
Expenses: $20,753.31
Short/Over based on expenditures: $4,790.19
Balance on 2/21/22: $8,065.49
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Sunday School Snippets
Celebrating Valentine’s Day

Sunday School students had a fun Valentine’s Day
celebrating LOVE! Every song we sang had to have
the word love in it (that’s wasn’t too hard). We played
HEART Bingo with candy conversation hearts (not
sure if more got eaten or put on the Bingo cards!). We
had a Valentine’s word search and maze and ended the
day with CUPID Says (instead of Simon Says!). We
had so much fun we forgot to take pictures, but suffice
it to say the day was full of LOVE, LAUGHTER &
FAITH!

No Sunday School for Spring Break

There will be no Sunday School classes on Sundays
March 20 & 27, so students and teachers can celebrate
time with family and friends.

Mark Your Calendar—
Important Dates

March 2 – Ash Wednesday
March 13 – Daylight Saving Time-Spring
Ahead!
March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day
March 20 & 27 – No Sunday School-Spring
Break
April 10 – Palm Sunday Procession
April 17 – No Sunday School-Easter Sunday
May 8 – Mother’s Day; Last Day of Sunday
School Classes

No Blarney, Kids Can Get a St.
Patrick’s Day Prize

Kids, complete this word search, and color the
little leprechaun, and return this page to church a
get a fun prize!

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturdays: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 9:00 AM
Communion offered at both services.
RADIO MINISTRIES:
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial
broadcast of the weekend Worship service
airs on WSPY 107.1 FM

First Lutheran Church
200 N. Center St.
Plano, IL 60545
Phone: (630) 552-8263
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL

Pastor:
Reverend Jonathan Black
firstplanopastor@gmail.com

Church Office
Jerri Lynn Baker
Firstoffice200@gmail.com
Mon-Thur. 7:00 AM—1:00 PM
Financial Secretary
Ruth Ann Hoehn
secretaryflc02@gmail.com
Accountant
Nan Grommes
nangrommes@gmail.com

