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V o l ume

At First Lutheran, worship is a shared responsibility. The congregation and the staff work together to create meaningful worship. The
worship committee and musicians work together to create themed
music and special music that support the message and the Scripture
readings. We were blessed to see the fruits of this labor just recently
during Holy Week. I have had many comments on how many of you
found the worship during Holy Week to be relevant. Worship is best
when there is participation in the liturgy and in singing. Worship is
best in a shared experience. The psalms in the Old Testament were
often sung together with the whole people of God. We carry on that
tradition even to this day.
The congregational council has encouraged me to take some weekends off. My first weekend away will be in the beginning of June as
I preside over a family wedding. The worship committee has decided for this year, that while I am away, they will take on the full responsibility for leading us in worship. We will not have a supply
Pastor for those weekends. The worship committee is excited to provide the leadership for these services and I believe will enable our
worship together to be stronger. It will mean, however, that we will
not have communion during those worship services.

Larger congregations are able to put on a great show for worship.
That is their gift. You can sit back and the worship will not be effected if you do not participate. For our size of
congregation and from the ancient of times,
worship is best when done together. Thanks
for your participation in our worship experience and in the life of the church.

Pastor Black

I ss ue

Readings for
May 2022

•
•

5/1/22
Acts 9:1-19a
Matthew 6:24

•
•

5/8/22
Acts 16:16-34
Luke 6:18-19, 22-23

•
•

5/15/22
Acts 17:16-31
John 1:16-18

•
•

5/22/22
Philippians 1:1-18a
Luke 9:46-48

•
•

5/29/22
Philippians 2:1-13
Luke 6:43-45
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Monica, mother of Augustine
One of the commemorations that the Lutheran Church celebrates in May is Monica, mother of Augustine.
Augustine, one of the great teachers of the church, was born in
North Africa in 364. His mother, Monica, was a Christian who
tried without success to raise her son to be a Christian. In 384
he went to Milan to teach. There, under the influence of Bishop
By Ruth Ann Hoehn
Ambrose, he was baptized. In 391, on a visit to the city of Hippo,
North Africa, he was chosen by Christians there to be their pastor. He spent the rest of life
there, living in a strictly ruled community. His monastic rule has been adopted by numerous
orders of men and women. Luther was a member of the Augustinian order.
Monica was a native of Thagaste, North Africa. (Present-day Souk Ahras, Algeria) She was
married to Patricius, a Roman pagan, who held an official position in Thagaste. Monica had
three children, two sons, Augustine and Navigius, and a daughter Perpetua. Unable to secure baptism for them, she grieved heavily when Augustine fell ill. In her distress she asked
Patricius to allow Augustine to be baptized; he agreed, then withdrew his consent when their
son recovered.

Augustine was 17 and studying in Carthage when Patricius died. Augustine had become
a Manichaean at Carthage. Manichaeism taught an elaborate dualistic cosmology describing
the struggle between a good, spiritual world of light, and an evil, material world of darkness.
Monica prayed earnestly for the conversion of Augustine. During this time Monica visited an
unnamed bishop who consoled her with the words, "the child of those tears shall never perish." Monica followed her wayward son to Rome. When she arrived he had already gone
to Milan, and again she followed him. Here she found Bishop Ambrose and through him, after 17 years of resistance, Augustine converted to Christianity.
Augustine was baptized by Ambrose in the church of St. John the Baptist at Milan. Monica
and Augustine left to return to Africa. They stopped at Ostia where Monica died in 387. Augustine's grief inspired his Confessions. Monica was buried at Ostia and seems to have
been almost forgotten. Her body was removed during the 6th century to a hidden crypt in the
church of Santa Aurea in Ostia. In 1430, Pope Martin V ordered the relics to be brought to
Rome. Her tomb was transferred to the Basilica of Sant'Agostino, Rome. Her commemoration was developed in the Middle Ages. The Roman Catholic calendar has moved her commemoration from May 4 to August 27, the day before the commemoration of her son.
The city of Santa Monica, California, is named after Monica. A legend says that in the 18th
century Father Juan Crespí named a local dripping spring Las Lágrimas de Santa Mónica ("Saint Monica’s Tears") (today known as the Serra Springs) - reminiscent of the tears
that Monica shed over her son's early impiety. What is known for certain is that by the
1820s, the name Santa Monica was in use and its first official mention occurred in 1827 in
the form of a grazing permit. There is a statue of Saint Monica in Santa Monica's Palisades
Park by sculptor Eugene Morahan (completed in 1934).
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CONGRATULATIONS
1 Kathy Meyer
3 Todd Boring
5 Ben Englehart & Isabelle Mahoney
9 Virginia Phelps
10 Katelyn Vahl
11 Elizabeth Agajanian & Elise Porter
12 Emily Weeks
14 Reed Agajanian
17 Austi Savitski
18 Theresa Papaeliou
19 Jacob Maaske
26 Caleb Colbert
28 Dorella Wilson
30 Abigail Young

The Following young people completed First Communion class and took
their First Communion at the Maundy
Thursday service, on April 14th. God’s
blessing on each of them.
Evan Corrado, Luke Englehart
and Harper Gillman

Offering Report
Year to Date Offerings as of 4/14/22
General Fund Income received: $45,029.65
General Fund Expenditures: $54,431.39
Income minus Expenses ($9,401.74
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $61,028.10
Short of Budget need: ($15,998.45)

20 Billy & Jane Colbert
21 Tyler & Abigail Young
26 Steve & Jahni Thrall

Year to Date Checking Account
Income: $56,212.78 (Includes $7,000 from savings #5)
Expenses: $57,839.60
Short/Over based on expenditures: $(1,626.82)
Balance on 4/14/22: $2,148.05
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Sunday School Snippets
When the World Zigged, We Zagged!

Heartfelt thanks to Joanne Johnson, Karen DeBolt,
Kathy Benoit and Pastor Black for making our oneroom schoolhouse-style Sunday School so successful
this year. We feel like we did the best we could, kept
everyone safe and healthy and, most importantly, had
lots of fun!! We really had a blast, shared some of the
tried-and-true Bible stories and thanks to all of the kids
for being troopers and great students!

Do You Have a Favorite Sports Team?

On Palm Sunday, we tried to explain the importance of that day and help the kids understand how even the most faithful fans of a sports
team can turn away from them and root for another team. Cheers can quickly turn to jeers, just
like they did for Jesus.

Also, thank you to the parents and grandparents who
gave of their time to help with crafts, mazes, coloring
pages and clean-ups! The saying, “It Takes a Village to
Raise a Child” could not be more fitting for this past
year and we are grateful for everyone’s support and
understanding.

Something to Start Praying About

We would love to have some loving, caring people to
join our Sunday School teaching team next year. If you
are interested in teaching or co-teaching for the 202223 school year, please talk to Pastor or Kathy Benoit.

We talked about how Jesus rode through the
streets of Jerusalem on the back of a small donkey. People waved Palm branches, shouted and
cheered Jesus as their King. We learned that later that week, Jesus was arrested and led to a hill
called Calvary to be crucified. The cheers he
had heard on Sunday now turned to jeers. Many
of His once-faithful followers had forsaken him.
Just like sports team fans, you and I have to
make a choice. We can choose to follow Jesus
and make him the King and Lord of our life or
we can choose to forsake him like the people
who cried, “Crucify Him! He is not our King!”

Children’s Prayer
Dear Jesus, Help us to be
strong, to follow you, even
when all others have forsaken
you.

Collections for First Lutheran
Micro Food Pantry

Sunday School children are invited to donate canned
goods and non-perishable food items for the First Lutheran Micro Food Pantry. If you haven’t checked out
the micro pantry, do so today! It’s a happening place in
town and helps many!!

Mark Your Calendar—
Important Dates

May 8 – Mother’s Day and
Last Day of Sunday School Classes
May 15 - Confirmation Sunday

“God’s Work Our Hands”
The Caring Committee is dedicated to outreach in our community and around the world.
“God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday will be celebrated on September 11, 2022.
As our congregational project, the Caring Committee will be collecting items and donations
to assemble Nursery Care Kits according to Lutheran World Relief guidelines.
The Caring Committee will gather individual items donated and assemble the kits for dedication on “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday.

In mid-May, there will be a display in the back of the church showing items requested. Also
if you are interested in knitting or sewing items, instructions will be provided.
Please prayerfully consider helping those who have a great need for basic necessities.
Any questions, please contact Kathy Stuttle (630)552-8096

Northern Illinois Food Bank

The Northern Illinois Food Bank distribution will
be held at First Lutheran on May 20th from 48pm.
We welcome anyone who can volunteer for one or
two hours or more.
Early volunteers bag fresh fruit, vegetables and
bakery items and assemble boxes of canned and
packaged goods. Then volunteers are needed to
fill grocery carts and assist with delivering the
food to waiting vehicles.

Feeding the Hungry
Our Micro Pantry is daily serving our
community with food items.
We thank you for your generous contributions of non-perishable items and
monetary donations.

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturdays: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 9:00 AM
Communion offered at both services
RADIO MINISTRIES:
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial
broadcast of the weekend Worship service

First Lutheran Church
200 N. Center St.
Plano, IL 60545
Phone: (630) 552-8263
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com
Facebook.comFirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL

Pastor:
Reverend Jonathan Black
firstplanopastor@gmail.com

Church Office:
Jerri Lynn Baker
Firstoffice200@gmail.com
Tue. & Wed. in office 9:00 AM—Noon
Mon. & Thur. work from home
Financial Secretary
Ruth Ann Hoehn
secretaryflc02@gmail.com
Accountant
Nan Grommes
nangrommes@gmail.com

