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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ GATHERING ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Psalm 1 

Pastor: 1Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

People: or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of 

scoffers; 

Pastor: 2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

People: and on his law they meditate day and night. 

Pastor: 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their 

fruit in its season, 

People: and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they 

prosper. 

Pastor: 4The wicked are not so, 

People: but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Pastor: 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

People: nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

Pastor:  6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

People: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG: “I Love to Tell the Story” #661 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, of Jesus and his glory, 

of Jesus and his love. I love to tell the story, because I know it's true; 

it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

 

I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory to tell the old, old 

story of Jesus and his love. 

 

I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat what seems, each time I tell 

it, more wonderfully sweet! I love to tell the story, for some have never 

heard the message of salvation from God's own holy word.   

 

I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory to tell the old, old 

story of Jesus and his love. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: You have come to make confession before God. You are free to 

confess before me, a pastor in the church of Christ, sins of which you are 

aware and which trouble you. 

People: Merciful God, I confess that I have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. 

I repent of all my sins, known and unknown. I am truly sorry, and I 

pray for forgiveness. I firmly intend to amend my life, and to seek 

help in mending what is broken. I ask for strength to turn from sin 

and to serve you in newness of life. 

Pastor: Cling to this promise: the word of forgiveness I speak to you 

comes from God. In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

A Reading from Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 
13You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 

persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14I advanced in 

Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far 

more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15But when God, who had 

set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was 

pleased 16to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the 

Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, 17nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away 

at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

Chapter 2 
11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because 

he stood self-condemned; 12for until certain people came from James, he 

used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept 

himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13And the other Jews 

joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their 

hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were not acting consistently with 

the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, "If you, though a 

Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the 

Gentiles to live like Jews?" 
15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know 

that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in 
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Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we 

might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the 

law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17But if, in 

our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be 

sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18But if I build up 

again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a 

transgressor. 19For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 

God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20and it is no longer I who live, but 

it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not 

nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then 

Christ died for nothing. 

 

The Gospel according to St. Luke                                     Luke 18:9-14 
9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10Two men went up to 

the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank you that I 

am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' 13But the 

tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 14I tell 

you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all 

who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves 

will be exalted." 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ 

 
MESSAGE                                         

 

HYMN “Blessed Assurance” #638                 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my 

sight; angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of 

love.  (Refrain) 
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APOSTLES CREED                                                        

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.   Amen.   

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE    

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  

People: And also with you.    

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Pastor:  God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can 

take nothing out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we 

bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish us 

now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                      

Pastor: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 

our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 

A brief silence. 

Pastor: Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. 

Strengthen the bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the 

Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus 

Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, 

O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills 

sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all 

creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to 

join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 
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People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with 

undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and 

give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. 

Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be 

present with those who are sick or suffering. Provide for those needing 

homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to 

these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. 

Bless mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss 

their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot 

be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us,  

O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence 

forever. We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love 

throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear 

us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

GIVING THANKS 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, God conquered sin, death, 

and evil, and did so for the sake of all creation. 

People: We are here in response to Jesus’ invitation and command, 

here to receive our Lord – who is truly present – in this bread and 

cup. 
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EUCHARIST (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

Pastor: For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and 

When he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way he took the 

cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 

he comes. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray with confidence the prayer our Lord taught us: 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER  

Pastor: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 

nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in 

peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

Pastor: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” #674 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 

loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the 

Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, teaching people 

to live to bless, love in word and in deed express 

 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 

loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the 

Word around: loaves abound! 

 

SENDING 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Pastor: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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