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We have begun the narrative lec-

tionary for this fall as we journey
through Old Testament stories.
Even though it goes quickly, each
year there are ways to group the
readings so we can see some consistency and themes in the Old Testament. The themes this fall begin
with focusing on a God who provides and a God who promises.
God provides in creation. God promises to Abraham. God provides to Abraham’s descendants when it looks like the promise
will fall short. God promises Jacob and God provides manna in
the wilderness.
We will see how God calls individual people to great things. We
will explore the call of Samuel, David, Solomon and Elijah. The
prophets speaking God’s word to the world about a just society.
We will hear the prophet Amos tell of a God that desires justice to
roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream.
During our typical time of Advent we will hear stories of promise
and hope. A promise of light for those who walk in darkness. A
God who knows, “the plan I have for you”. A God who raises dry
bones to new life. A God who calls and beckons anyone who is
thirsty to come and drink, and a God who will dwell with us, the
word becoming flesh full of grace and truth.
Together these remarkable stories help to shape and form our image of a God who is active, a God who cares deeply for all of creation, a God who calls specific individuals and us
to be part of God’s reign in this world.
Pastor Black

2021
Readings for
October
10-3
Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17
John 8:58
10-10
Exodus 16:1-18
John 6:51
10-17
1 Samuel 3:1-21
John 20:21-23

10-24
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 51:10-14
John 7:24
10-31
1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13
John 2:19-21
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Volunteer List
Radio Tech

Usher

Oct. 2: Jim Porter

Oct. 3: Karen DeBolt

Please update you Church Directory.

Oct. 9: Steve Benoit

Oct. 10: Wally Hamlin

Wilma Simms
3712 Grove Rd. Apt. 316
Oswego, IL 60543

Oct. 16: Bob Pilmer

Oct. 17: Ryan Phillips

Oct. 23: Sue Huston

Oct. 23: Staci Smith

Oct. 30: Jim Porter

Oct. 31: Dale Torkelson

Marge Briggs
414 W. North St.
Plano, Il. 60545

Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all. —Mark 9.35
God, grant me the courage to go without armor or the privilege of being right.
Give me the humility to renounce my
Imagined rank, and take the lowest place.
Give me the heart to love without power
and serve without status, to be last and not
first, a child in a world of big people.
God, grant me the faith to trust my
belovedness, the wisdom to rely on your
Spirit's power, the humility to serve, and the
courage to love. Amen.
__________________

On Saturday/Sunday, November 6 & 7
we will have our All Saint’s Worship
Service. You will have the opportunity
to light a candle in remembrance of
your loved ones who have passed to
Eternal Life.
The hearts of the Saints
have been refreshed
through you.
Philemon 1:7

Oct 2/3: Diane Kupp
Oct 9/10: Karen DeBolt & Staci Smith
Oct 16/17: Diane Kupp & Laura Nicoletti
Oct 23/24: Diane Kupp & Lydia Boring
Oct 30/31: Paulette Albright & Kathy Hamlin
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“When We Are Tested”
When we are tested and wrestle alone, famished for bread
when the world offers stone, nourish us, God, by your word
and your way, food that sustains us by night and by day.
By Ruth Ann Hoehn
When we have struggled and searched through the night,
sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, Savior,
surround us with circles of care, angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer.

These are two verses of a hymn from the new supplement (published in 2020) to the ELW hymnal. The hymn is listed as a Lenten hymn, but the words sound like a prayer appropriate during
times of trial, like we have been experiencing during the Covid pandemic.
The words to the hymn titled “When We are Tested” were written by Ruth C. Duck. She has
written over 150 hymn texts and psalm paraphrases appearing in hymnals in the United States, Canada, Hong Kong, Australia, Scotland, and England. She initially began her writing by adapting older
hymns to include language that was more inclusive. The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada honored her in 2013 for her contributions to congregational songs.
Duck was born on November 21, 1947 in Washington D. C., to Jesse Thomas Duck and Louise
Farmer Duck. At the age of 16, she moved with her family to Memphis, Tennessee. She earned degrees from Southwestern University (B.A.), Chicago Theological Seminary (M.Div.), University of
Notre Dame (M.A.), and Boston University School of Theology (Th.D.). Her academic work focused
on Christian education, liturgy and worship and the Trinitarian baptismal formula. An ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, Duck served churches in Hartford, Massachusetts and Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. She was Professor of Worship at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston,
Illinois for 28 years (1989–2016), teaching congregational song, healing and reconciliation, and worship and the arts.
In 1973, she was part of the committee at the Ecumenical Women's Center of Chicago that produced Because We Are One People, the first 20th century collection of original and adapted hymns
that promoted the use of “non-sexist language

She currently lives in Claremont, California.
The tune used for this hymn is called SLANE. SLANE is an old Irish folk tune associated with the
ballad "With My Love on the Road" in Patrick W. Joyce's Old Irish Folk Music and Songs (1909). It
became a hymn tune when it was arranged by David Evans and set to the Irish hymn "Be Thou My
Vision" published in the Church Hymnary (1927). SLANE is named for a hill in County Meath, Ireland, where St. Patrick's lighting of an Easter fire – an act of defiance against the pagan king Loegaire
(5th century) – led to his unlimited freedom to preach the gospel in Ireland.
If you are reading this from your computer or our website, you can click on this link and hear the
hymn. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YECsQcZeyM

The An ch or

P age 4

The An ch or

P age 5

1 Natalie Papaeliou
2 Tommy Brown
4 Lisa Tierney
6 Jim Porter
7 Kalyn Murre & Bo Weeks
9 Diane Schlesinger
10 Steven Thrall & Oliver Olsen
20 Conrad Smith & Abby Hoxworth
21 Delilah Zitt
22 Dorothy Haick
24 Kathy Tyler
25 Kelsey Meyer

6 Greg & Candy Johnson
8 Jim & Carole Wehrs
19 Ryan & Melissa Phillips
24 Levi & Emily Baker
29 Mark & Leann Savitski
Year to Date Offerings as of 9/12/21
General Fund Income Received: $ 112,946.51
General Fund Expenditures: $ 120,397.20
Income Minus Expenses: $ (7,450.69)
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $ 141,911.28
Short of Budget Need: $ (28,964.77)
Year to Date Checking Account—all deposits for General & Benevolence
Income: $127,439.00
Expenses: $130,136.44
Short/Over based on expenditures (short): $2,697.44)
Balance on 9/12//21: $5,076.38
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Two of our small groups began meeting in September and
are now well underway;
“Grief: Hope Again” meets
Thursdays at 10AM and
“Raising Young Families in
Faith” meets on Sundays at
10AM. Check the calendar in this newsletter for upcoming dates.

God’s Work—Our Hands
Hard to imagine, but winter is coming! As one of
our “God’s Work, Our Hands” projects, the Caring
Committee is asking for donations of hats, gloves
and warm socks for those in need in our community. The gathering tub is in place in the lower entry
way by the kitchen. Thank you for your donations!

A small commitment can go a long way in your
Another of our projects is the Micro Pantry, which
personal life. Below are listed the other opportunities
is being used almost daily! It is a blessing to those
available as part of a small group. Please contact
the group leader or Pastor Black for more details who are hungry.
or to express your interest in joining the group.
“ A Praying Life”, This small group will use the
book, by Paul E. Miller to help strengthen your
relationship with God through prayer. Plans are to
begin meeting in February. “A Praying Life” feels
like having dinner with good friends. It is the way
we experience and connect to God. Dates and times
to be determined. Leaders: Kathy Stuttle; contact
info: mormor1114@aol.com or 815-7685431, Sheryll Trost; contact info:
sheryll.trost@gmail.com or 812-431-2544.
“Letting Go, Building Back, Moving On”,
focusing on faith through life transitions. Life is full
of challenges, many of which come when we are
faced with change: changes with work, family,
relationships, health, and the like. This small group
is a series of 6-8 meetings focusing on how our faith
will support our growth as we are transitioning from
one event or phase of life to the next. Dates and
times to be determined. Leader Wally Hamlin;
contact info: nilmah50@aol.com or 847-404-9502.
“Why Can't We All Get Along?”, How do we get
along with our family, neighbors, friends and church
members who have different political views? How
can we get past the polarization in our society and
learn to embrace our differences? This small group
will focus on ideas to bring us together without
necessarily changing anyone’s mind. Dates and
times to be determined. Leader: Karen DeBolt;
contact info: debolt5@prodigy.net or 630-546-7451
“Are You Stressed Yet!?!”, Life seems to be
getting more and more complicated. This small
group will focus on exploring coping strategies to
help ground us to what is truly important. Dates and
times to be determined. Leader: Ryan Phillips;
contact info philliry@lewis.edu or 605-695-8374.

Please donate any non-perishable/non glass items
for this community outreach!
Thank you to all those who are already contributing so generously!
Kathy Stuttle and the Caring Committee

The An ch or

P age 7

Sunday School Snippets
Bibles Given on September 26

The Youth/Education Committee and Sunday
School of First Lutheran are proud to present
Bibles to all 3rd & 4th grade students and their
parents at the 9:00 AM service on Sunday,
September 26th.We pray you read, share and
discover the scriptures together. Any children
in grades 3 and up who don’t have their own Bible should contact Pastor or Kathy Benoit.

Register Online for Sunday School

Sunday School Starts Sept. 26

On Sunday, September 26th, Sunday School
students will be welcomed back in style with
songs, a craft, treats and goodie bags.

Sunday School will be held from 10-10:45
AM each week and looks a little different
this year with a large group format for students in grades PK-6. We will focus on favorite Bible stories, featuring children's
worship, storytelling, music, crafts, prayer
and more! 7 th & 8th grade Confirmation and
high school students will meet separately
during the same time (Confirmation is every other week.) Come join us this year—
we have missed you so much!!

Adult Sunday School Leaders Wanted

All adults in the congregation are invited to sign
up to lead during the PK-6 Sunday School hour.
We are only looking for a little commitment from
lots of people to make this program a success.
Just think about your favorite Bible story and
plan a 20-30-minute lesson about it. The lesson
could include reading of the Bible story, some
discussion about the story, a quick craft to go
along with the story and a little prayer (maybe
even a treat?). We will handle the music time
and will be there to help. Sound fun and easy?
Contact Kathy Benoit to let her know you are
interested and we can talk about it some more.
Benoits4@sbcglobal.net or call/text 630/8163366.

In order to save on paperwork and time, we
thought we would use a handy online registration form for our Sunday School families with
students age 3-12th grade. Click here to fill
out the form. Or type the following link
https://forms.gle/1fPK7XPDKBjXiWWW7 in
your search bar, so you can fill out the online
form. It’s easy, quick and helps save some
trees!

Until Further Notice:
Masks Required in Sunday School

To slow the spread of the highly transmissible
COVID-19 Delta variant, all Illinois residents
over the age of two are required to wear a
mask in all indoor settings. The requirement is
applicable to both vaccinated and unvaccinated
residents statewide. We ask that everyone
wear a mask whenever you are in the church
building. We hope this is a temporary mandate
and will keep everyone posted with future updates.
Any questions about this requirement may be
directed to Pastor Black or Kathy Benoit.

First Lutheran Church
200 N. Center St.
Plano, IL 60545
Phone: (630) 552-8263
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com
Facebook FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturdays: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 9:00 AM
Sunday school:10-10:45AM
Communion offered at both services
Masks and physical distancing expected.
RADIO MINISTRIES:
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast of the
weekend Worship service airs on WSPY 107.1 FM
Recorded services can also be found on our website.
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com
Pastor:
Reverend Jonathan Black
firstplanopastor@gmail.com

Deadline for November Anchor is Sunday,
October 17. Please submit

Financial Secretary
Ruth Ann Hoehn
secretaryflc02@gmail.com

Church Office
Jerri Lynn Baker
Accountant
Firstoffice200@gmail.com
Nan Grommes
Tues. & Wed. In office 9AM—Noon. nangrommes@gmail.com
Mon. & Thurs. from home.

articles no later than this date.

