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I have been leading a small group about faith 
and family. Some of the suggestions are so good 
that they need to be shared with everyone. If 
you would like yourself, or your family to grow 
in faith, Dr. Dick Hardel suggests 5 foundations 

for growing your faith. 
 
Worship: All ages worshipping together. If you think about it, 
there are not many opportunities left where every age group is do-
ing the same thing. Intergeneration worship and worship itself is 
good for us. 
 
Devotions: Gathering together at church or in the home and doing 
devotions. Some of you do them privately using prayer books.   
Each week we send out faith at home sheets that give everyone 
ideas and suggestions for practices in the home. 
 
Rituals, Traditions and Symbols: I could do a whole article here.  
But simply put there are individual’s traditions and rituals and 
family traditions that are good for us. Individually they can be 
simple things like prayers during meals or bedtime, making the 
sign of the cross in remembrance that you are God’s child or say-
ing amen when receiving communion. Our small group will be 
sharing suggestions about what individuals and families can do. 
 
Acts of Service: It is good for us to be involved in helping others, 
connected to our concern for others and our faith.    
 
Conversation: Sharing our personal stories that include how we 
see God and Jesus in our daily life. 
 
It seems to me that a lot of people have gradually decreased their 
faith practices. These suggestions that Dr. Hardel 
has are simple to do.   
 
Blessing to you in your perseverance in the faith. 
 

Pastor Black 

Readings for  
October 

 
 

10-2 
Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 

Matthew 2:13-15 

 
10-9 

Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 
Matthew 5:17 

 
10-16 

Joshua 24:1-15 
Matthew 4:8-10 

 
10-23 

2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9;  
Psalm 51:1-9 

Matthew 21:33-41 
 

10-30 
I Kings 3:4-9, (10-15), 16-28 

Matthew 6:9-10 
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Looking ahead to November… 
On Saturday/Sunday, November 5 & 6 
we will have our All Saint’s Worship 
Service. You will have the opportunity 
to light a candle in remembrance of 
your loved ones who have passed to 
Eternal Life.  
 

The hearts of the Saints have been  
refreshed through you.  

Philemon 1:7 

Congratulations to our Third Graders 
Elizabeth Agajanian and John 
Englehart, who received their Bible 
on Sunday, September 25th. May 
you be blessed by God’s Holy Word.  
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As I was looking through some old magazines before putting them into the 

recycle bin, I came across an article about the cities in Germany where Mar-

tin Luther lived. Since I don’t have any plans to travel to Europe anytime 

soon, I decided I would read about them.   

Martin Luther was born to Hans Luder (later Luther) and his wife Marga-

ret on November 10, 1483 in Eisleben, County of Mansfeld, in the Holy 

Roman Empire. In 1484, his family moved to the town of Mansfeld.  

Martin Luther was born, baptized, and died in the city of Eisleben. He preached many times at the 

city's various churches and, in his role as District Vicar influenced the construction of one of the re-

gion's first Protestant churches. Today, the city's churches still serve as spiritual havens and impres-

sive architectural relics of the Reformation. You can still find families with the last name "Luder" (his 

original family name) living in the area. 

Eisleben is a town in Saxony-Anhalt, Germany. Since it is famous as the hometown of the influential 

theologian Martin Luther, its official name is Lutherstadt Eisleben. Eisleben was first mentioned in 

997 as a market called Islebia, and in 1180 as a town. The counts of Mansfeld governed the area. Dur-

ing the Protestant Reformation, Count Hoyer VI of Mansfeld-Vorderort (1477–1540) remained loyal 

to his Catholic faith. Other branches of the royal family sided with Martin Luther. Count Albert VII of 

Mansfeld-Hinterort (1480–1560) signed the Protestant Augsburg Confession in 1530 and joined 

the Schmalkaldic League, a defensive confederation of Protestant princes which ultimately lost 

the Schmalkaldic War over Saxony to the forces of Emperor Charles V, but gained Lutheranism's 

recognition as an official religion within the Holy Roman Empire, letting princes determine the offi-

cial religion within their lands. 

Martin Luther moved with his parents from Eisleben to Mansfeld in 1484. Eventually, his parents 

were able to save enough money to buy their own house, which is now a museum. Until the age of 13, 

Martin Luther was a student at Mansfeld's Latin School. To this day, the city celebrates Martin Lu-

ther’s first day of school with a festive reenactment and celebration on the first Saturday after Easter. 

Mansfeld is also home to the impressive Luther Fountain; built on Lutherplatz in 1913, this beautiful 

monument portrays three of the most important moments in Luther’s life: a 13-year-old Luther bids 

farewell to Mansfeld; the publication of the 95 Theses in Wittenberg; and Luther’s presence at the 

Diet of Worms. 

 

The House of Mansfeld, whose members belonged to the Saxon nobility was first documented in a 

973 deed. Mansfeld didn’t receive its official city charter until 1400, but the mining of copper and sil-

ver began in the area long before then. Martin Luther’s father, Hans, became a citizen of Mansfeld in 

1484, and was employed as a master smelter. In 1996, the city received the name Mansfeld-

Lutherstadt in honor of its important role in Martin Luther’s life. Martin Luther attended the local 

school between 1488 and 1496. The building known as "Luther's School" had to be torn down and 

rebuilt in 2000 due to structural problems. Luther acted as an altar server at the St George parish 

church.   

More to come next month 

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxony-Anhalt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schmalkaldic_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schmalkaldic_War
https://www.visit-luther.com/reformation-heroes/martin-luther/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Mansfeld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
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  1 Natalie Papaeliou 
  2 Tommy Brown 
  4 Lisa Tierney 
  6 Jim Porter 
  7 Kalyn Murre & Bo Weeks 
  9 Diane Schlesinger 
10 Steven Thrall & Oliver Olsen 
20 Conrad Smith & Abby Hoxworth 
21 Delilah Zitt 
22 Dorothy Haick 
24 Kathy Tyler 
25 Kelsey Meyer 

 
 
 
 
 

  6 Greg & Candy Johnson 
19 Ryan & Melissa Phillips 
24 Levi & Emily Baker 
29 Mark & Leann Savitski 

  

Year to Date Offerings as of 9/11/22     

General Fund Income Received: $ 106,889.64     

General Fund Expenditures: $ 132,197.03 

Income Minus Expenses: $ (25,307.39)    

 
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $ 150,902.28 

Short of Budget Need: $ (44,012.63) 

 
Year to Date Checking Account—all deposits for General & Benevolence 

Income: $141,819.38 

Expenses: $138,655.97 

Short/Over based on expenditures: $3,163.41 

Balance on 9/12//22: $6,938.28 
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With sorrow, for our loss, we remember 
our friend and long time First Lutheran 
member, Norm Schlesinger. Norm passed 
from death to Eternal life on September 
22nd. A life well lived, a life we cannot 
forget.  
 
Please remember in prayer, comfort and 
peace for Norm’s wife; Diane, their chil-
dren; Karen, Jeff, Linda and Eric and 
their families.  

We remember our First Lutheran friend; 
Larry Burton, who passed from death to 
Eternal life on September 17, 2022. Larry 
and Juanita attended First Lutheran for 
several years before Juanita’s passing last 
year.  

We offer our 
deepest heart-
felt sympathies 
to Virgil Hyte, 
Dorella Wilson 
and Cora 
Hughes and 
families in the 
death of their 
sister Nancy 
Hyte who died 
on Sept. 20th. 
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Sunday School Snippets 
 

 
Sunday School Planned to Start 

October 9th 
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, October 9th 
at 10:00 AM. Class sizes and configurations will 
depend on our responses to the questionnaire 
(see below), but our preference would be to 
have 2-3 classrooms, plus confirmation class.  
Classes will focus on favorite Bible stories and 
building Christian character, featuring children's 
worship, singing/music, storytelling, crafts, pray-
er, snacks and more!  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 
We are always looking for adult volunteers to 
help with Sunday School. Any questions may be 
directed to Pastor Black or Kathy Benoit 
at benoits4@sbcglobal.net or 630/816-3366 
(phone or text).  

 
Parents Encouraged to Answer 

Short Questionnaire 
Sunday School parents should have received an 
email from Kathy Benoit and Jerri Lynn with a 
link to a short questionnaire regarding Sunday 
School attendance. If you haven’t filled out the 
questionnaire, please do so as soon as possible. 
If you can’t find the link or would like it sent 
again, please send an email to be-
noits4@sbcglobal.net or text Kathy at 630/816-
3366.  Please fill it out as soon as you can, so we 
can make plans for Sunday School for the 2022-
23 school year. We hope that all families with 
school-age children will prayerfully consider how 
Sunday School fits into your faith life. 

 
Confirmation Classes Have Begun 

Confirmation classes started on September 11th.  
Students in 7th & 8th grade who have not already 
indicated they are interested in attending Confir-
mation Classes should immediately reach out to 
the Church Office at 630/552-8263 for more in-
formation. 
 

 
 

Students Invited to Help at Food Pantry 
Middle and High School students are invited to 
help at the monthly Food Pantry at First Luther-
an. Help is needed to pack bags from 4-6 PM 
and the food distribution takes place from 6-
7:30 PM on the third Friday of each month. For 
more information, please contact Pastor or 
Kathy Benoit. 

mailto:benoits4@sbcglobal.net
mailto:benoits4@sbcglobal.net
mailto:benoits4@sbcglobal.net


Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Sunday school begins Oct. 9th at 10AM 
Communion offered at both services 
Masks recommended 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast  of the 
weekend Worship service  airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 
 
Recorded services can also be found on our website. 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com  

Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Church Office 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Tues. & Wed. In office 9AM—Noon. 
Mon. & Thurs. from home. 

 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes@gmail.com 


