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There are many benefits of being in a small 
group, some of which includes growing in re-
lationships, learning from others, and explor-
ing areas of interest. First Lutheran is offering 
the opportunity for people to experience the 
vast benefits of a small group. We will have a 
variety of people leading groups at different 
times and dates. Small groups usually have 6-

12 people and meet for 6-8 times. A small commitment can go a long way in your per-
sonal life. Below are listed the opportunities to be a part of a small group this fall. 
Please contact the group leader or Pastor Black for more details.  
 
“Grief: Hope Again”, focusing on grief for all ages and situations. When: Thursday 
mornings from 10am-11:30am. 5 weeks total with dates of September 16, 23, 30 and 
October 7 & 14. Leader: Pastor Black; contact info: firstplanopastor@gmail.com or 815
-677-3101. 
 
“Raising Young Families in Faith”, geared for families with young children it will be 
held during the Sunday School hour. Children can play or attend Sunday school during 
group. When: Sunday mornings after church (10am-11am) 4 weeks with dates of Sep-
tember 19, October 3, 17, 24  Leader: Katelyn Vahl; contact info:  
kdebolt5@gmail.com or 630-546-2001 
 
“ A Praying Life”, This small group will use the book, by Paul E. Miller to help 
strengthen your relationship with God through prayer.  “A Praying Life” feels like hav-
ing dinner with good friends. It is the way we experience and connect to God. Dates 
and times to be determined. Leaders: Kathy Stuttle; contact info: 
mormor1114@aol.com or 815-768-5431,  Sheryll Trost; contact info: 
sheryll.trost@gmail.com or 812-431-2544.  
 
“Letting Go, Building Back, Moving On”, focusing on faith through life transitions. 
Life is full of challenges many of which come when we are faced with change: changes 
with work, family, relationships, health, and the like. This small group is a series of 6-8 
meetings focusing on how our faith will support our growth as we are transitioning 
from one event or phase of life to the next. Dates and times to be determined. Leader 
Wally Hamlin; contact info: nilmah50@aol.com  or 847-404-9502. 
 
“Why Can't We All Get Along?”,  How do we get along with our family, neighbors, 
friends and church members who have different political views?  How can we get past 
the polarization in our society and learn to embrace our differences? This small group 
will focus on ideas to bring us together without necessarily changing anyone’s mind. 
Dates and times to be determined. Leader: Karen DeBolt; contact info: 
debolt5@prodigy.net or 630-546-7451  
 
“Are You Stressed Yet!?!”, Life seems to be getting more and more complicated. This 
small group will focus on exploring coping strategies to help ground us to what is truly 
important. Dates and times to be determined. Leader: Ryan Phillips; contact info 
philliry@lewis.edu or 605-695-8374. 
 

Readings for  
September 

 
 

9-5 
Revelation 21:1-6; 22:1-5 
John 16:20-22 

 

9-12 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
John 1:1-5 
 

9-19 
Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 
John 1:29 
 

9-26 
Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
John 1:50-51 
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God’s blessings upon 
Jaxson Groom, son of 
Ron and Jennifer 
(Fowler) Groom. Jaxson 
was baptized on Sunday, 
July 18th. Jaxson is the 
grandson of First Luther-
an member; Doris and her 
husband Mark Fowler. 

Dearly Beloved, 
 
Grace and Peace to you. 
 
Child of earth, may you find within you  
the humility of the grass,  
the wisdom of the river,  
patience of the mountain,  
the generosity of the trees.  
 
May you see with eyes of gratitude  
the peace of the sunrise within you,  
the beauty of the blossoming earth,  
the joy of the bird on the wing.  
 
May the fresh breeze of hope bless you, 
the earth's steadfastness sustain you, and 
the mystery of all living things enfold you.  
 
May each moment of your life be a new 
day dawning, and the sun and moon and 
stars dance around you and in you 
every day of your life.  
_________________  
Used with permission from  

Steve Garnaas-Holmes  

Unfolding Light  
www.unfoldinglight.net 

Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Bible Study Group 

is going to start up again. It’s 
been a long wait. As you might 
expect, it will not be the same. 
Due to Covid Restrictions we 

will be distancing and following 
mask guidelines. We also won’t 

be sharing snacks, but feel free to 
bring your own snacks and 

drinks. Since things can change quickly, there may 
be changes made, but for now, here is the plan: 

Where: First Lutheran Church 
When: Thursday, September 23rd at 1PM. 

Thank you everyone for 
your prayers and well 
wishes for Jeremy. He is 
recovering well and al-
most good as new. Your 
thoughtfulness and caring 
helped us through a tough 
time.   

Joanne, Carl and Jeremy 
Johnson.   

http://www.unfoldinglight.net/
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This is My Song (ELW #887)    (We sang this on July 4th) 

"A Song of Peace: A Patriotic Song is a poem written by Lloyd Stone (1912
–1993). In 1934, Ira B. Wilson of the Lorenz Publishing Company set Lloyd 
Stone's words to the hymn-like portion of Finlandia by Jean Sibelius.  

Lloyd Shelbourne Stone was born June 29,1912 in Coalinga, Fresno Coun-
ty, California. His father, Lowends Columbus Stone was a “well puller” 
working for the Associated Oil Company of Coalinga, California and his 
mother Gurtha Emalaine Marr worked as a seamstress.  

Lloyd Stone attended Lindsay High School, Lindsay, California, and the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, majoring in music.  He was planning to be a teacher, but instead, in 1936 at age 24, he joined 
up with a circus on its way to Hawaii.  He didn't stay with the circus for long, but he did stay in Ha-
waii. After a short stint as a designer in a jewelry shop, he joined the staff at Kulamanu Studios as 
pianist-composer.  

His poetry was praised in a Hawaiian newspaper, The Islander: "His poetry reflects Hawaii. He does 
not sing of the palms and the surf, but of the earthy human beauty which is the heritage of the is-
lands. He has made Hawaii his home. And Hawaii is fortunate.”  In 1951 he received the honor and 
title of poet laureate of Hawaii. He wrote many books of poetry while in Hawaii, illustrated his own 
works and those by others, taught in the public schools of Hawaii, and also created and sold greeting 
cards. 

After spending many years in Hawaii, he alternated residency between California and Hawaii. He 
served as state president of the California Federation of Chaparral Poets in 1982. Lloyd Stone died, 
age 80, in Visalia, Tulare County, California, on March 9,1993. 

Although his poem has appeared as a hymn in many hymnals, there is nothing that suggests Lloyd 
Stone was particularly religious himself. By the late 1930s, "A Song of Peace" had become a favorite 
of the Wesleyan Service Guild of the Methodist Church. The executive secretary of the Guild, Marion 
Norris, asked Georgia Elma Harkness to write another stanza to give Lloyd Stone's poem a more 
Christian character.  

Georgia Elma Harkness was born on April 21, 1891 in Harkness, New York, to J. Warren and Lillie 
(née Merrill) Harkness.  In 1912, she completed her undergraduate education at Cornell University.  
She spent several years as a high school teacher before enrolling at Boston University, where she 
received a Master of Religious Education degree and a Master of Arts degree in philosophy in 
1920. She completed her doctoral studies in philosophy at Boston University in 1923.   

Harkness served on the faculty of Elmira College from 1923 to 1937 and of Mount Holyoke Col-
lege from 1937 to 1939.  As a professor of applied theology at Garrett Biblical Institute (1939–1950) 
and the Pacific School of Religion (1950–1961), she was the first woman to obtain full professorship 
in an American theological seminary, and became a leading figure in the modern ecumenical move-
ment. She became the first female member of the American Theological Society.  Harkness died on 
August 21, 1974 in Claremont, California.  

Jean Sibelius (Dec. 8, 1865 – Sep.  20, 1957) was a Finnish composer and violinist of the 
late Romantic and early-modern periods. He is widely recognized as his country's greatest compos-
er, and his music is often credited with having helped Finland develop a national identity during its 
struggle for independence from Russia. 

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 
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  2 Glenn Olson 
  6 Staci Smith, Sara Nicoletti & Louis Wilson 
  8 Vicki Kern 
  9 Mya Thrall  
12 Nan Grommes, Corey Johnson &  
      Heather Schindlbeck 
13 Jahni Thrall 
20 Eamon Porter & Reid Vahl 
22 Brooke Johnson 
23 Ben Johnson 
24 Lyndee Anderson, Wyatt Gilman & Sarah 
Johnson 
27 Autumn Thompson 
29 Kathy Benoit & Pam Szczesniak 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Kevin & Lisa Tierney 
9 Darrell & Kathy Meyer &  
    Brian & Melissa Corrado 
17 Norm & Diane Schlesinger 
19 Ben & Deborah Goldsmith 
21 Andy & Laura Nicoletti  
24 Steve & Kathy Benoit 

  

Year to Date Offerings as of 8/22/21     

General Fund Income Received: $ 102,556.30      

General Fund Expenditures: $ 109,095.57 

Income Minus Expenses: $ (6,539.27)    

 
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $ 130,404.96 

Short of Budget Need: $ (27,848.66) 

 
Year to Date Checking Account—all deposits for General & Benevolence 

Income: $116,296.68 

Expenses: $117,594.48 

Short/Over based on expenditures (short): $1,297.80) 

Balance on 8/22//21: $6,476.02 

Bible Sunday is Sept. 26th 
An invitation went out to Parents of 
3rd and 4th grade students announc-
ing Bible presentations on Sunday, 
Sept. 26th. If you did not receive 
the letter or have questions please 
contact the Church office. 



Page 6  

God’s Work—Our Hands 
Sunday, September 12th. 

 
Along with our Micro Pantry, the Caring 
Committee will begin a collection of 
warm hats, gloves and socks. 
 
The donations will be accepted in the 
church beginning September 12th, God’s 
Work Our Hands Sunday and continue 
until October 31st. 
 
All donations will be distributed to fami-
lies in our community in need. 
 
Remember to get your flu shot! 

Feeding the Hungry! 
 

Thank you to all who have 
generously donated items 
to our Micro Pantry. 
 
Please continue to remem-
ber the hungry in our 
community. 
 
Donations of non-
perishable food can be 
brought to the church and 
placed in the tub provided!  
 
Bless you for your contin-
ued support! 
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Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Communion offered at both services 
Masks and  physical distancing expected. 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast  of the 
weekend Worship service  airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 
 
Recorded services can also be found on our website. 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com  

Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Church Office 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays  9AM—
Noon. Other days from home. 

 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes@gmail.com 

Deadline for October Anchor is Sunday,  

September 19.  Please submit    
articles no later than  this date.  


