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I am excited to be moving into our 4th year using the narrative lec-
tionary. I am ready to begin again hearing the word of God in the 
form of stories of faith. It is great for us as a people of God to join in 
and share in the story of God’s plan for the world. 
 
We are in a different place than we were last year in the fall. As our 
activity level at First Lutheran increases, I provide this short remind-
er that our needs for people to volunteer have also increased. We will 
have more needs for communion assistants, ushers, counters, teach-
ers, participants in ministry and many more. The First Christian 
communities focused on the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how they 
can be used for the building up of the community of faith. I ask eve-
ryone to: 
 1. Consider their gifts 
 2. To use their gifts in at least one way this year  
 
There are many opportunities for volunteering. There are many op-
portunities for meaningful and positive experiences of serving those 
in the church and in the community. I would encourage everyone to 
try at least once assisting with our food distribution for the Kendall 
County Food Pantry. The thing about ministry is this. We tend to 
learn as much about people, our community and the world by serv-
ing as much as the energy we put forward in serving. The life of ser-
vice makes us better people.  
 
Blessings in your discernment on how you are called to follow Jesus 
today. 

 

Pastor Black 
 

 
 

Readings for  
September 

 
 

9-3 
Ruth 4:1-22 
Luke 1:46-55 

 

9-11 
Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17 
Matthew 8:24-27 
 

9-18 
Genesis 12:1-9 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 

9-25 
Genesis 39:1-23 
Matthew 5:11-12 
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Small Group this Fall—Equipping 

Households of Faith.    
6 session small group Sundays after wor-
ship September 18th, October 2, 18, 30 and 
November 13th approximately 10-11 am. 
 
Connect with others. Share ideas. Equip-
ping Households of Faith is based on re-
search, scripture and an understanding of  
Baptism that informs our belief that the 
home is the primary place for nurturing 
and passing the faith. The goal is to help 
families experience God’s story and prac-
tice the Christian faith in daily life. 
 
It is a short commitment. I pray that you 
will consider participating in this small 
group opportunity. It will have limited 
space so please email me at firstplanopas-
tor@gmail.com or text me 851-677-3101 
to reserve a spot.    
 

Pastor Black 

 

 

 

 

With deepest sympathy, please keep our 
Church family members; Darrell and Kathy 
Meyer in your prayers. Darrell's older broth-
er David Meyer has passed from death to 
Eternal Life.  

Thank you for all your prayers and cards 
you have sent and to those of you who 
have offered assistance. Surgery is sched-
uled for the 22nd, and will follow in 3 to 4 
weeks with radiation treatments. It is hard 
to put into words your kindness at this 
time. It has been a difficult time and your 
kindness has made it easier. 
 
Jerri Lynn (and Keith) Baker 
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"Oh Happy Day" is a 1967 gospel music arrangement of the 1755 hymn by clergy-
man Philip Doddridge. It was recorded by the Edwin Hawkins Singers, and became an in-
ternational hit in 1969. It began as a hymn, written in the mid-18th century by English cler-
gyman Philip Doddridge. 

The original hymn was set to a 1704 melody by J. A. Freylinghausen.  By the mid-19th 
century it had been given a new melody by Edward F. Rimbault, who also added a cho-

rus and was commonly used for baptismal or confirmation ceremonies. 

Here’s the first verse and refrain of the hymn written by Philip Doddridge: 

O happy day, that fixed my choice on Thee, my Savior and my God! 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice, and tell its raptures all abroad. 

Refrain:  Happy day, happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away! 
He taught me how to watch and pray, and live rejoicing every day. 

Philip Doddridge (June 26, 1702 – Oct. 26, 1751) was an English minister, educator, and hymn writer.  He 
was born in London, the last of the twenty children of Daniel Doddridge, a dealer in oils and pickles. His fa-
ther was a son of John Doddridge, rector of Shepperton, Middlesex, who became a Nonconformist minister. 
Philip's mother, Elizabeth, was the orphan daughter of the Rev John Bauman, a Lutheran clergyman who 
had fled from Prague to escape religious persecution. 

Before Philip could read, his mother began to teach him the history of the Old and New Testament from 
blue Dutch chimney-tiles in their sitting room.  Philip was educated first by a tutor, then boarded at a private 
school in London. In 1712, he then attended the grammar school at Kingston-upon-Thames, where his ma-
ternal grandfather had been master. 

His mother died when he was eight years old. Four years later his father died.  He then had a guardian 
named Downes who moved him to another private school at St Albans, where he was influenced by 
the Presbyterian minister Samuel Clarke.  Downes squandered Doddridge's inheritance, leaving the or-
phaned 13-year-old Philip Doddridge destitute.  Clarke took him in, treating him as a son, guiding his edu-
cation and encouraging his call to the ministry. They remained lifelong friends.  

Doddridge married Mercy Maris (1709–1790) on Dec. 22, 1730. They had nine children.  Four children sur-
vived to adulthood.  

With independent religious leanings, Doddridge declined offers which would have led him into 
the Anglican ministry or a career in law.  In 1719, with Clarke's support, he chose to enter the Dissenting 
Academy at Kibworth in Leicestershire. In 1723, Doddridge was chosen to head the new academy being 
established a few miles away at Market Harborough. The academy evolved into New College London, a 
center for training Congregational and then United Reformed Church ministers. In 1729 he accepted an in-
vitation to be pastor to a congregation at Northampton. Doddridge was minister from 1729 to 1751. The 
church was founded in 1662, built in 1695 and enlarged in 1842. It united with Commercial Street church in 
1959 and became a United Reformed Church in 1972. The interior has galleries and box pews and a me-
morial to Doddridge.  

Doddgidge also became a prolific author and hymn writer.  He wrote over 400 hymns. Most of the hymns 
were written as summaries of his sermons. Many of Doddridge's hymns, such as "O God of Bethel, by 
whose hand" and “How Gentle God’s Commands” continue to be used to this day across the English-
speaking world." His hymn “Hark the Glad Sound” is one of the Advent hymns in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship hymnal. 

Doddridge's health had never been good. In 1751 he sailed for Lisbon.  On Sept. 30 of that year, while in 
Lisbon, he died of tuberculosis. He was buried in the British Cemetery in Lisbon, where his grave and tomb 
may still be seen. 

By Ruth Ann Hoehn 
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  6 Staci Smith, Sara Nicoletti & Louis Wilson 
  8 Vicki Kern 
  9 Mya Thrall  
12 Nan Grommes, Corey Johnson 
13 Jahni Thrall 
20 Eamon Porter & Reid Vahl 
22 Brooke Johnson 
23 Ben Johnson 
24 Wyatt Gilman & Sarah Johnson 
29 Kathy Benoit & Pam Szczesniak 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Kevin & Lisa Tierney 
9 Darrell & Kathy Meyer &  
   Brian & Melissa Corrado 
17 Norm & Diane Schlesinger 
19 Ben & Deborah Goldsmith 
21 Andy & Laura Nicoletti  
24 Steve & Kathy Benoit 

  

Year to Date Offerings as of 8/07/22     

General Fund Income Received: $ 92,974.53     

General Fund Expenditures: $ 117,381.16 

Income Minus Expenses: $ (24,406.63)    

 
General Fund Budget Amount Need: $ 130,476.33 

Short of Budget Need: $ (37,501.80) 

 
Year to Date Checking Account—all deposits for General & Benevolence 

Income: $121,611.60 includes $20,000 from Savings #4 

Expenses: $125,767.19 

Short/Over based on expenditures (short): ($4,155.59) 

Bible Sunday is Sept. 25th 
An invitation went out to Parents of 3rd 
grade students announcing Bible presenta-
tions on Sunday, Sept. 26th. If you did not 

receive the letter or have 
questions please contact 
the Church office. 
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Feeding the Hungry! 
 

Thank you to all who have generously 
donated items to our Micro Pantry. 
 
Please remember the hungry in our 
community. 
 
Donations of non-perishable food can 
be brought to the church and placed in 
the tub provided!  
 
Bless you for your continued support! 
 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” 
 

The Caring Committee is thankful for 
the donations given to God’s Work, Our 
Hands - Baby Care Kit collection  
 
At the end of September they will as-
semble the kits and prepare them for 
delivery to Lutheran World Relief.  
 
 

 
The donations have been fantastic! 
The items we still need are: baby 
socks, receiving blankets, gowns or 
pajamas without feet, and T-shirts 
without snaps.  
 
If you would rather contribute with a 
monetary donation, we will purchase 
the items needed. 
 
Donations are gratefully accepted 
through the month of September. 
 
Thank you, 
The Caring Committee 

Blood Pressure Checks to Begin 
Again! 
 
Beginning the 3rd week of September 
nurses will be available after Sunday 
Worship to take blood pressure checks.  
 
We are thankful for  
all of our nurses  
and health care 
providers for 
volunteering 
to help! 
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Parents of Sunday School Children 
Encouraged to Fill Out a Short  
Questionnaire 
Sunday School parents should have received an 
email from Kathy Benoit and Jerri Lynn with a 
link to a short questionnaire regarding Sunday 
School attendance. If you can’t find the link or 
would like it sent again, please send an email to 
benoits4@sbcglobal.net or text Kathy at 
630/816-3366. Please fill it out as soon as you 
can, so we can make plans for Sunday School for 
the 2022-23 school year.  We hope that all fami-
lies with school-age children will prayerfully con-
sider how Sunday School fits into your faith life. 

 
 

Sunday School Tentatively Planned 
to Start on October 9th 

Plans are underway to begin Sunday School on Sun-
day, October 9th at 10:00 AM.  Class sizes and config-
urations will depend on our responses to the ques-
tionnaire, but our preference would be to have 2-3 
classrooms, plus confirmation class.  Sunday School 
classes will focus on favorite Bible stories and build-
ing Christian character, featuring children's worship, 
singing/music, storytelling, crafts, prayer, snacks and 
more! 
 
We are always looking for adult volunteers to help 
with Sunday School.  Any questions about Sunday 
School may be directed to Pastor Black or Kathy Be-
noit at benoits4@sbcglobal.net or 630/816-3366 
(phone or text).  

Confirmation Classes Set to Begin 
September 11th 
Pastor plans to start Confirmation Classes on 
Sunday, September 11th.  Classes will be held 
every other Sunday from 10-11:15 AM.  Students 
in 7th & 8th grade who have not already indicated 
they are interested in attending Confirmation 
Classes should reach out to the Church Office at 
630/552-8263 for more information. 

 

 
 

Bibles Distributed to 3rd Graders on 
September 25 

The Youth/Education Committee and Sunday 
School of First Lutheran are proud to present Bi-
bles to all 3rd grade students and their parents at 
the 9:00 AM service on Sunday, September 25.  
You should receive a letter from the church 
office about this special day.  Please call to RSVP.  
If you don’t receive a letter, or have a student 
who missed a Bible presentation in the past cou-
ple years, please contact the church office at 
630/552-8263 to indicate you would like to 
attend as well. 
 

Help at the Food Pantry 
Middle and High School students 
are invited to help at the monthly 
Food Pantry at First Lutheran. 
Help is needed to pack bags from 4-6 PM and the food 
distribution takes place from 6-7:30 PM.   

 

Sunday School Snippets 
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Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

200 N. Center St. 
Plano, IL 60545 
Phone: (630) 552-8263 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com 
Facebook FirstLutheranChurchOfPlanoIL 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Saturdays: 5:00 PM 
Sundays: 9:00 AM 
Communion offered at both services 
 
RADIO MINISTRIES:  
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM—a partial broadcast  of the 
weekend Worship service  airs on WSPY 107.1 FM 
 
Recorded services can also be found on our website. 
www.firstlutheranchurchplano.com  

Pastor: 
Reverend Jonathan Black 
firstplanopastor@gmail.com 
 
Church Office 
Jerri Lynn Baker 
Firstoffice200@gmail.com 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays  9AM—
Noon. Mondays and Thursdays from 
home 

 
Financial Secretary 
Ruth Ann Hoehn 
secretaryflc02@gmail.com 
 
Accountant 
Nan Grommes 
nangrommes@gmail.com 


